
DEDICATION

A Tribute to Laura Webster

by Arnold H. Loewy*

On October 5, 1993, at approximately 7:30 p.m., I said goodbye to my
fianc6e, Professor Laura Webster, a wonderfully bright, if somewhat
delightfully quirky,' young law professor at Mercer Law School.
Although I knew as she left the driveway of my Chapel Hill home that
she would not arrive at her house in Macon until approximately 3 a.m.,
I was not particularly concerned. Every Tuesday night for the preceding
several weeks, Laura had driven back to Macon at that hour. This
schedule maximized the time that we could spend together in view of our
working in different cities.

I awoke at about 2:00 the next morning, realized that she should not
have been home yet, and went back to sleep. When I awoke two hours
later, I became more concerned, realizing that I had not yet received her
familiar 3:00 "1 made it home" call. My concern grew when I telephoned

* Graham Kenan Professor of Law, University of North Carolina School of Law. Boston

University (J.D., 1963); Harvard University (L.L.M., 1964).
1. As one who has on occasions been called quirky without the benefit of the qualifying

adverb, the reader should be assured that I mean it as a compliment.
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her and could not'get through. At 6:00 a.m., my worst fears2 were
realized when a hospital representative from the Medical Center of
Central Georgia called to inquire whether Laura Webster lived there.'

I was informed that Laura was undergoing delicate brain surgery from
which she might not survive, and that if she did survive, she might not
be the same person. Needless to say my flight to Atlanta and subse-
quent drive to Macon was one of the most terrifying of my life.4 I had
thoughts of dedicating my next book' "In loving memory of Laura
Webster." When I arrived, Laura was clinging to life, but just barely.

The next several weeks could only be described as an emotional roller
coaster. Whenever Laura seemed to get better something bad would
happen. Fortunately, whenever she seemed near death (which was far
too frequent), she was able to summon her indomitable courage and
miraculously refused to yield to the grim reaper. Needless to say, during
this time period, her fiancd was something of a basket case. His
psychological survival was in no small measure attributable to the
support of a major portion of the Mercer Law School faculty.'

I first met Laura at a criminal justice section program at the January
1993 Association of American Law Schools annual meeting in San
Francisco. I knew almost instantaneously that she was an extraordinary
person, and that she and I had an extraordinary rapport. When I flew
home two days later, I truly had left my heart in San Francisco (shortly
thereafter to be transported to Macon). By May 1993, we were
committed to spend our lives together.

From the beginning I have been impressed with Laura, the rising
young academic. In only four years in academia, she has produced four
articles,7 with a fifth that probably would have been submitted to the

2. Because of the extensive traveling Laura and I (especially Laura) did to see each
other, I frequently had occasions to imagine the unthinkable.

3. They obtained my address and phone number from her checking account which she
had recently moved to Chapel Hill.

4. 1 still recall the insensitive passenger in front of me on the airplane asking me not
to breathe so hard.

5. LOEWY & LAFRANCE, CASES AND MATERIALS ON CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (Anderson
Publishing Company-Forthcoming).

6. Without meaning to slight any of the many faculty whose presence made my life
easier, I would like to particularly thank Mark Jones, John Cole, Dave Oedel, and Jim
Marshall.

7. Laura Gardner Webster, Building a Better Mousetrap: Reconstructing Federal
Entrapment Theory from Sorrells to Mathews, 32 ARiz. L. REV. 605 (1990); Laura Gardner
Webster, Telling Stories: The Spoken Narrative Tradition in Criminal Defense Discourse,
42 MERCER L. REV. 553 (1991); Laura Gardner Webster, Resources and Rights: Towards
a New Prototype of Criminal Representation, 44 MERCER L. REV. 599 (1993); and Laura
Gardner Webster, Synthesis of the Sixth Amendment, 5 ST. THOMAS L. REV. 237 (1992).
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law reviews within a week of her accident, and a sixth that was still in
the development stage. The article about to be submitted, entitled
"Privacy, Secrecy, and the Law of Rape," is a scintillating inquiry into
the extent that our desire to protect the identity of rape victims has
retarded the process of demystifying the crime of rape.8 The other
unpublished article is an expansion of the provocative think piece that
graced the pages of a recent edition of this law review, exposing often
forgotten prosecutorial advantages and defense disadvantages in a
criminal trial.9

Perhaps even more important is her extraordinary popularity with
students. By combining a thoughtful analysis of the latest legal
literature with a rich backlog of practical experience,'0 she has achieved
popularity ratings that are the envy of most academics." Yet that is
not the full basis of her popularity. Her availability to and concern for
students, as evidenced by her frequent participation in student
activities does not go unnoticed by the constituency about whom she
so deeply cares.

Candor compels the unsurprising disclosure that my principal
thoughts of Laura are not about the rising young scholar, nor the
dedicated teacher, but of the human being who has so profoundly
touched my soul. Laura has made me feel valued in a way that no other
human being has ever done. She not only tolerates my many idiosyncra-
cies,' but actively participates in and encourages them. She drove
fifteen hours every week just to be able to spend half of the week with
me because as she put it: "When I am with you, wherever that is, I feel
home." She is the only woman that I have ever known that is absolutely
irreplaceable. And, given the extraordinary dedication that she has

One of Laura's fondest desires is to see more articles written in "narrative" form. In that
regard, the form of this article, as well as its substance, should be regarded as a tribute
to its subject.

8. Although I once contemplated the sickening process of publishing this article
posthumously, I am now content to hold it in the hope that at some future point, she will
be able to decide where it ought to be published.

9. Laura Gardner Webster, Resources and Rights: Towards a New Prototype of
Criminal Representation, 44 MERCER L. REv. 599 (1993).

10. One of my favorite Laura Webster stories is her question: "What do you do when
the judge calls you 'girlie"'? Her answer is twofold: First, she says: "Say nothing until the
judge sentences your client." Thereafter, she said to the judge: "It's just that we Irish
women look young for our age."

11. Most assuredly including her fianc6.
12. As her date on many such occasions, I can personally attest to their frequency.
13. Among others, my passionate interest in University of North Carolina football, an

arguably excessive interest in playing backgammon, both against a computer and against
other humans, and a devotion to country music.
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applied to her therapies,14 there is reason to believe that she will
regain many of the functions that she once possessed. But whether she
does or does not, she has already regained the ability to inspire her
fianc6 whenever he sees her.

Many of her friends and some of my friends have told me that she is
lucky to have me. In view of some of the things that I have either
taught her or ascertained her knowledge of prior to her therapists,"8 I
suppose that they are right. But when I look into her eyes, as she is
today, I know that I am lucky to have her.

14. Not unlike the dedication that she applied to her incredibly successful college and
law school careers, both of which she accomplished on her own while raising a child as a
single parent; and the dedication that made it possible to maintain one package of
cigarettes in her family room with two unsmoked cigarettes in it, dated December 8, 1992,
the date that she totally stopped smoking after having smoked more than a pack a day.

15. Among other things are the alphabet, reading (including reading this Tribute),
sequencing numbers, playing backgammon, playing Scrabble, and identifying states of the
United States by shape and location.
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