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The American Government has been called a government of lawyers.
Lawyers largely predominated in the convention that framed that won-
derful instrument, the Constitution of the United States, which Glad-
stone characterized as "the most remarkable document every struck forth
at one time by the brain and purpose of man." More than two-thirds of
our Presidents have been lawyers. A like proportion has obtained among
our United States Senators, while more than half our Representatives in
Congress, as well as our State Legislators, have been members of the legal
profession.

The first official recognition of lawyers as a professional class in Eng-
land appears as far back as the thirteenth century during the reign of
Edward I, who has been called the English Justinian. Both Hale and
Blackstone affirm that "the very scheme and model of the administration
of common justice between man and man was entirely settled by this
king." From this time on, both in England and America, the influence of
the legal profession has been undoubtedly the most powerful of the forces
that have shaped the law.

The bar has always been and must ever continue to be an integral part
of our judicial system, having rights, duties and functions as distinct and
almost as important as those of the bench. According to the census of
1900, the lawyers of America numbered one in every three hundred and
fifty of our male population.

It was an observation of Sir Henry Maine that the success of the Amer-
ican form of government "has been so great that men have almost forgot-
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ten that if the whole of the known thoughtful book on 'Modern Political
Institutions,' [sic] says that 'the foe that threatens American institutions
to-day is not absolutism, but anarchy; not the tyranny of a man, but a
tyranny of the mob'" [sic]. To meet it we may need the strong hand of
power, but it must be power so wielded as to appeal to that sense of social
justice and to that love for human freedom upon which the safety of a
democracy depends.

In an address before the American Bar Association in 1910, upon the
relation of the lawyer to the community, President Wilson refers to the
fact that America is upon the eve of a great reconstruction. He says that
it calls for "creative statesmanship as no age has done since that great age
in which we set up the government under which we live, that government
which was the admiration of the world until it suffered wrongs to grow up
under it which have made many of our own compatriots question the
freedom of our institutions, and preach revolution against them."

New problems in the social and industrial life of the nation are pressing
for solution, and must be solved wisely and justly. While we are hoping
that the League of Nations will result in making the world safe for de-
mocracy, it behooves Americans to see that democracy is made safe for
America. As the lawyers have been in the past champions of the rights of
the people of this country, under the Constitution of our forefathers, so
must the lawyers in the future defend the essential principles of that
Constitution from the insidious attacks of the modern political theorists
and agitators who are seeking to undermine the very foundations both of
government and society. It is only in this way that we and our posterity
can hope for domestic tranquility and for a continuation of the blessings
of that liberty and freedom that we have enjoyed since the foundation of
this government. If then it be true that lawyers have in the past been the
leaders of the people, then surely must they now take the leadership in
the great work of reconstruction, in both the social and industrial life of
the nation, upon which we have entered.

Having in mind the responsibilities of the lawyer of to-day in preserv-
ing the true theory and spirit of American institutions, and knowing, as
we do, that the influence of the lawyer in the past has rested upon his
patriotism and his devotion to the cause of right and justice, it may be
profitable, from time to time, to recall in particular the lives and charac-
teristics of the great leaders of the bar, who, in the formative days of this
Republic, exemplified the highest types of their profession and gave char-
acter and direction to our present form of government. We should vener-
ate the men who, in a large measure, built up the governmental structure
that so far has stood the test of time, for it will be men of the same type
who will preserve that structure from anarchy and ruin. As one of our
honored Presidents of the American Bar Association has expressed it,
"We cannot, then, too highly honor those who, by long life and great gifts
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and opportunities, have been permitted to adorn the administration of
the law and our profession. We owe it to our high calling, to the cause of
good government and right living, to see justice done to their services, to
cherish their names and to keep their memories green." The fame, there-
fore, of any man who during a long and honored career has been a real
leader at the bar, and, at the same time, a truly great citizen, is the heri-
tage, not only of his own State, but of our common country. Such a man
was James Louis Petigru, although we can bestow upon him no title other
than that of lawyer and citizen.

It is *not an easy task to draw an adequate picture of a man who had
the peculiar genius and striking personality of Petigru. For over a half
century, he was the acknowledged leader of the Bar of South Carolina.
This was during the period when he had to cope with such noted lawyers
as Robert Y. Hayne, Grimke, Drayton, Mitchell, King, Bailey, Hunt and
Legare, all of the City of Charleston, as well as McDuffie, William C.
Preston and others, not only thoroughly equipped lawyers, but men of the
highest culture and attainments. The story of Petigru's life as a lawyer is
truly a part of the legal history of South Carolina, and when the attempt
to tell the story is made, one is reminded of an epigram of Maitland to
the effect that all history is but a seamless web, and he who endeavors to
tell but a piece of it must feel that his first sentence tears the fabric. His
greatness, both as a lawyer and as a citizen, was the resultant of many
forces. Although his public career was comparatively uneventful, yet it is
true that he occupied the highest position that a citizen can occupy in
civil society-a great man in private life. Joseph Daniel Pope, in a beauti-
ful and striking word picture of Petigru, thus refers to him:

"He never held political station, and yet he was a statesman. He never
occupied judicial position, and yet he was a great jurist. He never wrote
books, and yet his life is itself a volume fit to be a study. He never
founded a charity, and yet he was a philanthropist. He needed no official
trappings, for without them he was intrinsically great. He was the great-
est private citizen that the South has ever produced."

Petigru was born in old Abbeville District, South Carolina, on May 10,
1789. The greater part of his professional career was spent in the City of
Charleston, and it was in that city that he died on the 9th day of March,
1863. He came from poor but good parentage. His ancestry was Irish and
French Huguenot. He was named from his two grandfathers, James Pe-
tigru, who emigrated from Ireland to America about 1750, and Jean Louis
Gibert, a Huguenot pastor, who was one of those who sought safety in
America from persecutions in France. His father, William Petigru, was an
unusual character and though not a man of erudition, was fond of books,
full of the saving grace of humor, and of a sociable, impulsive and gener-
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ous disposition. His grandfather, the pastor Gibert, is spoken of as a bold,
faithful and indefatigable minister. His mother, Louise Gibert, has been
described as a beautiful woman, with a sweetness of temper and an amia-
bility and firmness of character which commanded both affection and re-
spect. With such parentage it is no wonder that Petigru became noted for
the breadth of his human sympathies, for the brilliancy of his wit, for
unyielding strength of character and for a moral courage that never
flinched in the face of popular disapproval or adverse public opinion.

His father died when he was but a boy and he was left upon the farm
with his mother and family in reduced circumstances. The son went dili-
gently to work undaunted by the adverse conditions in which he was
placed. In his early life he earned the love and admiration of his devoted
mother, which he retained throughout her entire life. She expressed from
the beginning of her son's career an abiding faith in his ability and indus-
try and she predicted that he would achieve a high and honorable posi-
tion in life. Who can set the bounds to the influence that this devoted
mother's love and faith exercised upon her son's career? At the age of
eleven years he received some instruction from an Irish schoolmaster, who
awakened in him a love for books and serious study.

The celebrated school of Dr. Moses Waddell was in those days located
at Willington in Abbeville District. This school was the Rugby of South
Carolina during the first part of the last century and the head of the
school has been called a veritable Dr. Arnold. An accidental occurrence
threw Dr. Waddell in the company of young Petigru and he was at once
attracted by the intelligence and readiness of expression of the boy. Dr.
Waddell upon this occasion is said to have remarked to him, "If I had you
with me, my boy, I would make a man of you." The result of the incident
was that a way was opened up for the ambitious young man to become a
pupil in this celebrated school and to come under the personal instruction
of a truly great and remarkable teacher. The school was a popular one
and many eminent men of the State were educated there, including Cal-
houn, McDuflie, Legare, Harper, Longstreet and a host of others. The
methods of instruction and the discipline enforced were unique and pecu-
liar to that day and generation.

The following description has been given of this celebrated school and
of the life of the students:

"They were not confined with their books unnecessarily in a narrow
school room. The forest was their place of study. They resorted to the old
oaks and hickories, and at their feet or among their branches prepared
their various lessons. The horn called them at intervals to change of occu-
pation. The sound was repeated from point to point, and the woods
echoed with these sonorous signals for recitation or retirement. When
cold or wet weather drove the students from their sylvan resorts, log cab-
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ins in various quarters afforded the requisite accommodations. At night,
with the same sound of the horn, they retired to their lodgings for sleep
or further study. Their food was Spartan in plainess-cornbread and ba-
con; and for lights, torches of pine were more in fashion than candles.
Monitors regulated the classes and preserved the order and discipline of
the institution with the smallest possible reference to its head. It was a
kind of rural republic, with a perpetual dictator. The scholars were en-
thusiastically attached to the school. After they became grandfathers they
talked of it in raptures."

The methods employed appealed to the honor and moral sensibilities of
the pupils, and with such associations and environment it is no wonder
that the school turned out hightoned and honorable men, as well as ac-
complished scholars. Mr. Petigru evidenced in his after life a sincere af-
fection for his old preceptor. It was Dr. Waddell who officiated at Mr.
Petigru's marriage in 1816, and when in 1846 Mr. Petigru delivered an
oration before the literary societies of the University of Georgia, he re-
ferred in most affectionate and eloquent terms to his venerable friend,
who after leaving Willington had long and ably presided over that
institution.

From Willington he went to Columbia and in December, 1806, entered
the class in the South Carolina College that was graduated in 1809, being
the fourth class from the opening of the college. He bore off the first hon-
ors of his class. One of the arguments that was used by Governor John
Drayton in advocating the establishment at Columbia of a State College
was that it would be a potent factor in promoting the friendships of
young men throughout the State and would tend to bring about a better
understanding between the up country and the low country and thus
loosen the antagonism between these divergent sections. Petigru was in a
sense one of the fruits of this wise policy. He was born in the up country,
but by reason of his college friendships and associations settled in the low
country. Throughout his long and honored life he exemplified in many
particulars the distinct virtues and excellencies of the best citizenship of
both sections. The distinguished career of this gifted man and the record
of the many other illustrious alumni of the South Carolina College from
all parts of the State, who in their after lives helped to heal sectional
differences, is indeed a noble tribute to the wisdom and forethought of
Governor Drayton in urging the founding of a State College in the center
of the State. Chancellor Henry W. de Saussure was the author of the Act
for the establishment of the college, which became a law on December 19,
1801. Throughout the period of more than one hundred years since the
first graduate left its walls this institution has been the common meeting
ground for the youth of the State. There they have found a common
Alma Mater and there they have formed a brotherhood of letters that has
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been the foundation of lasting friendships. It was William Harper, him-
self the first matriculate of the college, who, when in after years he had
become a distinguished chancellor of this State, expressed the opinion
that the Act establishing the South Carolina College was of more lasting
benefit to the State, more honorable to its character, and more prbductive
of its true interests, than any which its Legislature ever passed.

During his college course, Petigru struggled with poverty. He taught
school and by his individual exertions supplied himself with books, board
and clothing. Upon his graduation he promptly decided to go to work as a
schoolmaster, and, while helping his mother and younger brothers, to pre-
pare himself for admission to the bar. He resolved to locate in Beaufort
District. While supporting himself as a school teacher, in which capacity
he earned an enviable reputation, he finished his preparation for the bar
and was admitted in Charleston in December, 1812. He began his practice
at Coosawhatchie, at that time the court house town of Beaufort District.
The young lawyer's advancement at the bar was rapid. It was not long
before his talents were recognized by his election to the office of Solicitor
of the Circuit of which Beaufort District was a part. From the very begin-
ning of his legal career he gave promise of those marked traits of charac-
ter and intellect which finally placed him at the head of the Bar of South
Carolina. One well qualified to speak of Petigru thus refers to his en-
trance upon the practice of his profession:

"With no pyrotechnic display, nor sensation created by the announce-
ment of a 'maiden speech,' with courage and earnestness he performed
every professional duty; heart and soul enlisted in every case, whether
great or small; not affected by the eclat attached to the case, nor to the
quality of the client; nor did he stop to inquire whether the immediate
profit to result to himself was apparent or not. Thus he moved forward
with a steady and rapid pace. Ground once gained was never lost. His
title had been acquired by force of intellect, energy and truthfulness.
From his first entrance upon life he exhibited that genial temper and rare
benevolence of character which were afterwards known of all men; and he
did not merely practice that commonplace integrity, which it is no honor
to have, but simply a disgrace to want. He was not only incorruptible, but
scrupulously, impulsively, delicately free from all willful wrong in
thought, word and deed. And yet his was an excitable nature, and he had
fiery temper. There was nothing negative about the man."

After about ten years at Coosawhatchie, Petigru moved to the City of
Charleston, where he entered upon a larger field of practice. Here Petigru
was not slow in winning his way both in professional and social advance-
ment. Charleston, noted long as the center of culture and the home of
people of education and refinement, was not slow to recognize that the

[Vol. 41642



JAMES L. PETIGRU

newcomer was one of Nature's noblemen, and his character and ability
secured for him an honored and enviable position both at the bar and in
the social life of a people exclusive in their tendencies. The Bar of
Charleston was then, as it always has been, a Bar noted for the learning
and ability of its members. For a comparative stranger in a short period

,of time to secure a commanding and leading position among the legal
giants of that day was indeed a marvelous achievement. His success was
doubtless due to a happy combination of many qualities both of mind
and heart. It is related that upon one occasion B. F. Hunt, who was one of
his distinguished rivals, was asked what quality gave to Mr. Petigru his
acknowledged preeminence. He answered in these words: "His learning is
great, but it is not that; his reasoning faculty is large, but it is not that;
his industry is untiring, but it is not that; it is his quaint, original, mag-
netic eloquence." This quality of impassioned and convincing utterance
that moves men's souls and sways their reason is not easily described.
Those who heard Petigru in some of his great forensic efforts attribute his
great oratorical successes to originality of expression, to his wonderful
aptness of illustration and to the versatility of his mind, suited as occa-
sion demanded "to humor, ridicule, pathos, invective or wrathful indigna-
tion." His voice, it is said, was one of his marked and striking characteris-
tics. It was described as being at times as shrill and discordant as the
notes of a bagpipe, again as soft as the breathings of a flute and, when
occasion demanded, would roll like the swell of cathedral organs. His rep-
utation as an orator did not rest alone upon his speeches before the court
and the jury. Among all the distinguished alumni of the South Carolina
College, he was selected in 1854 to deliver the oration at the semi-centen-
nial celebration of that institution.

Governor B. F. Perry, in his Reminiscences, says that this address was
a most finished production and would have done credit to the ablest writ-
ers of England or America. Nor was his reputation as an orator confined
to his native State. His published addresses included scholarly orations
delivered before the literary societies of Oglethorpe University and the
University of Georgia in 1841 and 1846, respectively. Nor was he un-
known to the Georgia Bar. He measured swords with such able and ac-
complished Georgia lawyers as John Macpherson Berrien and Richard
Henry Wilde, and it was a Georgian, the distinguished diplomat and sol-
dier, General H. R. Jackson, himself both poet and orator, who thus
graphically spoke of Petigru's felicity of expression:

"His quiver seemed to be always full; he would draw one arrow from it
and if that would not suit, he would return it and draw another, and if
that did, not suit, he would draw a third, and if that at last was the right
one, he would hurl it with prodigious effect into the very center of the
bull's-eye."

Mr. Petigru was not only a profound lawyer and a great orator, but he
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was a man of very high scholarly attainments. He was a lover of literature
as well as of law, and his speeches as well as his conversation were embel-
lished with classical allusions and apt quotations. He had been in
Charleston but a short time when he was elected Attorney General of the
State to succeed his distinguished compeer, Robert Y. Hayne, who had
been elected to the United States Senate. This election had no political
signification, but it was a recognition of the high position he had attained
at the bar. Petigru was succeeded in this office by Hugh S. Legare. It is
evidence of the dignity and importance then attached to this office when
it was held in succession by such lawyers as Hayne, Petigru and Legare. It
is easy to say of a man, who for eight years was officially at the head of
the bar of his State and who for half a century was its acknowledged
leader, that he was a great lawyer, but it is not so easy to portray the
qualities that make up the greatness of such a man. In the first place, a
marked trait in his character was an innate love of justice. With a depth
of learning that was unsurpassed, with a breadth of human sympathy
that was never failing, with a reasoning power and a faculty of expression
and illustration that was unique [sic] and unequaled, yet it was his devo-
tion to the cause of justice and truth that was the foundation upon which
his greatness as a lawyer and citizen rested. It was once said of him that
his love of justice was "as of something incarnate" and that he held such
a jealous vigilance over the rights of the truth that he resented falsehood
in every form as a personal wrong. As happily expressed by one of his
brethren of the bar:

"Justice it was that ruled all his noble life; with him it was but an
expression for Deity with which he could no more trifle than with his
Maker, and to which he bowed in utter and childlike submission. This it
was that made him the friend and not the flatterer of the people; the
champion of equal rule and law, and the unswerving foe of license and
self-will, whether of the people, the demagogue or the despot; this the
inspiration and the soul of his deathless love of liberty; this it was that
lifted him above the distinctions of class, of wealth, of power, and made
him so strong against the oppressor; which reared his arm so defiantly
against all power that would play the tyrant, whether that of an individ-
ual or a class, or whether it came clothed with the sanctions and authority
of government."

He regarded the practice of the legal profession as a means only for the
vindication of justice between man and man. He scorned to take advan-
tage of the forms of law for any purpose of oppression or as a subterfuge
for truth and right. There are incidents in his career that reveal him as a
man of undaunted moral and physical courage. Upon one occasion, in the
face of angry passions and withstanding the influence of wealth and social
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position, he brought an action, as it is supposed without fee or reward, for
damages for a helpless tramp from the North, supposed to be an Aboli-
tionist, who on a pretended charge of larceny was convicted and sen-
tenced by a court to be punished at the whipping post (which punishment
was inflicted). For this grievous fraud upon the law, Petigru's indignant
.and pathetic eloquence wrung from a jury a compensatory verdict. Upon
another occasion it is related that solitary and alone he opposed his per-
son to an angry mob in Charleston on the brink of applying the incendi-
ary torch to a negro chapel, and as the intrepid champion of law and
order breasted the mad torrent and by his eloquence and courage calmed
the troubled elements into peace and quiet. There is on record more than
one instance where his love of justice and sense of right led him boldly
and fearlessly to champion in the courts the cause of persons of the negro
race whom he thought under the law were entitled to their freedom. He
would not hesitate to call into action all the resources of his mind and
heart in the cause of the poor and friendless when threatened with wrong
and injustice. With a nature like his, it is no cause for wonder that he was
not in sympathy with the institution of slavery. Born and brought up in a
community where property in slaves was recognized by law, yet it is said
by those who knew him that he hated slavery, not in its domestic aspects,
but as an institution. While he was no Abolitionist, yet doubtless he dis-
liked human bondage as the antithesis to his love of human liberty.

No attempt to describe the manner of man that he was would be com-
plete without reference to the social side of his character. Charitable and
generous to a fault, he had "a heart to devise and a hand to do liberal
things." His was a genial and convivial nature, full of human sympathy,
sincere and warm in his friendships, considerate and affectionate in all
the relations of family life. He was fair and above trickery in his dealings
with his brethren of the bar, and to the younger members of the legal
fraternity he was kind and ever ready to extend a helping hand. He was
noted for his wit, humor and sarcasm, with a wonderful power of ridicule.
One of his contemporaries, however, has said that his "wit and humor
were never resorted to for mere patch work embellishments; with him
they were, for the most part, modes of thought and instruments of illus-
tration." Another of his contemporaries has written of him, "With his ar-
dent temperament and his innate sympathy with the weak, he may have
doubtless sometimes exhibited that strong professional bias from which
no one is exempt; but there are few whose judgments, if so clouded, could
lay claim to so much of generosity and disinterestedness of motive."

Petigru was a classical scholar and passionately fond of literature, and
withal a writer of taste and elegance, yet his scholarship and his love of
letters was subordinated to the stern demands of an exacting profession.
At the time of his death he was President of the Historical Society of
South Carolina. The published reports of the courts of last resort of
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South Carolina contain evidence that his arguments were masterful expo-
sitions of legal principles. He studied law as a science and he relied upon
precedents only for the purpose of extracting from them the true princi-
ples of right and justice. The decided'case to him was nothing until, by
the force of reason and logic, he could evolve from it a rule of right action.
In the words of one of his brethren of the bar, "he drank not from the
muddy stream which flows by the side of the common wayfarer, but far
up where it springs pure and undefiled from the sources of the fountain."
In ethics, his associates have testified, he set the brightest example. His
love of truth and justice was so real that it was often remarked that no
honor or emolument could tempt him into a cause where either was vio-
lated. His position at the bar was so eminent that during the last forty
years of his professional career there was scarcely any case of importance
before the courts of his State in which he was not engaged upon one side
or the other. The accuracy of his learning, his indefatigable industry, his
intimate knowledge of fundamental principles, his felicity of expression,
his striking and inimitable address, all combined to make him great as a
lawyer. While his broad human sympathy, the independence of his char-
acter, the moral courage that he displayed in facing adverse public opin-
ion, and the faithful discharge of all the duties of life, were the qualities
that made him great as a citizen. As Emerson says: "It is easy to live in
the world after the world's opinion. It is easy to live in solitude after our
own. But the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with
perfect sweetness the independence of his character."

In politics, Mr. Petigru was a Federalist. Throughout his entire life it
fell to his lot to belong to a party always in the minority. He was a leader
in the bitter fight that was waged in South Carolina in 1832 over the tariff
question. So thoroughly national were his instincts that he maintained his
love for the Union in the face of the strongest feeling among his constitu-
ents which led to the extreme action taken by his State against the tariff.
When the ordinance of nullification was passed, Petigru was one of the
framers of the remonstrance and protest of the Union party in South Car-
olina. When the agitation over the right of secession began in 1850, Pe-
tigru was in the front ranks of those who raised their voices in opposition,
and when the agitation was renewed in 1860, Petigru maintained his orig-
inal position with courage and with persistent consistency. The attitude
which he took and boldly maintained during all these trying years when
the State was torn with party dissension, placed him in dire opposition to
many of his best friends and was maintained by him at the sacrifice of all
political promotion. He refused to subscribe to a political creed which he
believed and foretold would bring ruin and disaster upon his State. With-
out murmur or complaint he submitted to his destiny. Had he pursued a
less uncompromising course, it is very probable that at one time in his
career he would have been selected to have sat alongside of Marshall and
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Story, and would have thus received the crowning honor of his profession.
After his State seceded and the conflict began, he did not, however,

withdraw from her either his affection or his allegiance. At the same time,
he did not hesitate to maintain, as expressed by him in 1862, in a letter
written to his cousin, General J. J. Pettigrew, of the Confederate Army,
,that "the course of "the majority of his fellow citizens was an instance of
popular passion overruling all regard for the permanent interest of the
Nation." When the ordinance of secession was finally passed, he
prophesied more than once the calamities and disasters that would follow.
The venerable Joseph Daniel Pope, once a pupil and a lifelong friend of
Petigru, relates that on the morning of the passage of the ordinance of
secession by the Convention in St. Andrew's Hall, in the City of Charles-
ton, he met Mr. Petigru on Broad Street just at the moment that the
bells of the city began to ring aloud the tidings of the hour. He says Mr.
Petigru rushed up and exclaimed, "Where is the fire?" And when being
told that there was no fire, that those were the joy bells ringing in honor
of the ordinance of secession, he turned instantly and said, "I tell you
there is a fire; they have this day set a blazing torch to the temple of
constitutional liberty, and please God, we shall have no more peace."

It is a striking tribute to the elevated character of the man that during
all the passions engendered by the fiercest political contest that ever di-
vided the State, he commanded to the last the respect of his opponents.
It is an interesting episode in his life, illustrating his interest in public
affairs, that at a public meeting held in Charleston on December 6, 1827,
Mr. Petigru was the author of a resolution providing for the drafting of a
memorial to the State Legislature praying that a survey of the country
between the Savannah and Ashley Rivers may be made with a view to a
canal that will connect them, and also a survey of the country between
Augusta and Charleston with a view to a railroad. Mr. Petigru was the
chairman of the committee which drafted the memorial for a charter, and
within two weeks the charter was granted. It was under this charter that
in 1830 work was commenced on the South Carolina Railroad from
Charleston to Hamburg. This was the first railroad in America built with
the purpose of using steam locomotives.

In the later years of his life, Mr. Petigru was elected by the State Legis-
lature to reduce to a code the statute laws of the State. This service was
performed with signal ability. He was chosen for this important work at a
time when his political opinions were intensely unpopular, and the elec-
tion, creditable as it was to the magnanimity of the Commonwealth, was
at the same time a tribute to his legal pre-eminence and an evidence of
the confidence and respect of his contemporaries.

The tributes paid to Petigru when he died in 1863 are glowing testimo-
nials of the universal regard in which he was held by all classes of the
people. At a meeting of the Bar of Charleston, held shortly after his
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death, the eulogies upon his life and character were eloquent and heart-
felt testimonials of his virtues both as a lawyer and as a citizen. Some of
these tributes, exhibiting not only respect and sorrow, but deep feeling
and even affection, were paid by men of that school of political faith ha-
bitually antagonized by Mr. Petigru. It must be remembered, too, that
these tributes were uttered under the echoes of the Federal bombardment
of the City of Charleston. One of his friends referred to the significant
fact that in all the days of the intensest political excitement, notwith-
standing his uncompromising and unpopular position, he never lost a sin-
gle friend in all that time whose friendship was worth the havirig. "Mailed
in the armor of honesty," as expressed by another of his friends, "all
respected his motives and admired his boldness; while lamenting what
they believed to be his errors of opinion. He seemed encircled with an
atmosphere of dignity and armed with some electric power to repel hos-
tile and dishonoring assault." The following is some of the language used
on that occasion by Hon. George S. Bryan, afterwards District Judge of
the United States:

"We may indeed attempt to measure his mind and fix his rank as a
lawyer. But who shall sound the depths of his humanity? Who shall mea-
sure his large heart? Who shall seek to circumscribe within strict lines
that great liberal nature which, in its fullness, overflowed all bounds, and
poured itself all abroad? Who can describe the delights of his fellowship,
and paint the pleasant familiar spirit, so merry and so gamesome? Great
and unrivaled was our friend as a lawyer; touchingly, simply and pro-
foundly eloquent as an advocate, and incomparable as a wit; but how
much greater than all these the genial, loving, heroic man, James L. Pe-
tigru! His benefits descended like the dews of night-in silence, without a
witness, and were known only by their fruit and the voice of gratitude,
which could not be silenced. The cry of distress was to him as the voice of
God. He counted not the cost of his compassion, whether his treasury was
full or empty, he gave. It is a grave error that he was indifferent to opin-
ion and careless of office. He knew well the value of the golden candle-
stick to the candles, and that a light to be seen must be set upon a hill.
No one loved his country and fellowmen with a fonder affection, and
craved their recognition and sympathy with a more passionate longing,
and no one more than he could feel denial, postponement, exclusion, sup-
pression. He bore them all with manly fortitude, with cheerful submis-
sion, without parade-a martyr without affecting martyrdom, defeated
but never overthrown. His own individual greatness sufficed to sustain;
but he suffered, and he was willing to suffer, in the cause of justice and
truth. As in his charity, he was charitable at the cost of ease and wealth
and through ceaseless toil, so in his love of country he was faithful at the
expense of place, power and fame. He had ambition. He knew that the
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mere practicing lawyer, though he may be useful, can scarcely hope to
escape provincial obscurity, and that his names lives only in the remem-
brance of the generation he serves and the community for whom he la-
bors. If in an office worthy of his ability and commensurate with his gifts
and accomplishments he could have been granted the opportunity of
clothing Right in forms which would have made the world his debtor and
commended his name to the great and good of all lands in the profession
to which he devoted his life, this would indeed have been with him a
crowning consolation, and his cup would have been full. This he had con-
sciously to forego. He knew that the gate to power in the South-the only
gate-was through the State. Through that door alone could he reach the
country and the world, and hope to win the large distinction worthy of his
genius. He loved his people better than himself, and he could not sub-
scribe to a creed which he believed would carry death to the country and
bring ruin on his State, and without complaint he submitted himself to
his limited lot and narrow destiny."

Nor were the eulogies confined to South Carolina. On May 5, 1863, the
New York Historical Society held a meeting to hear addresses which it
had been announced would be made upon the life and character of Pe-
tigru. Resolutions in respect to his memory were read, and among those
who spoke were George Bancroft and Francis Lieber. Bancroft spoke of
Petigru's rare mental powers, his generosity, disinterestedness, his faith-
fulness to the laws and Constitution of the United States as the highest
constituted authorities, and his unswerving support of the Union of the
States.

Dr. Francis Lieber spoke of his personal knowledge of Petigru's beauti-
ful character, and he stressed the brilliancy of his mind, his keen wit,
sound judgment and disinterested generosity of disposition.

The Massachusetts Historical Society also honored the memory of Pe-
tigru. One of the speakers on this occasion referred to him in the follow-
ing language: "A great lawyer, an admirable orator, an accomplished, vir-
tuous and brave man rich in all the qualities and resources which
rendered him the most delightful of companions and the most valued of
friends, he has left a name and a fame which would adorn the annals of
any land or any age."

"He sleeps his last sleep within the sacred precincts of old St. Michael's
Church in the City of Charleston, where in life he had worshiped, and
within the sound of St. Michael's bells, which for more than forty years
had called him to prayer."

If it be true that the present generation owes a debt of gratitude to the
great lawyers of America who during the first century of our existence as
a nation helped to found a representative Republic based on law and or-
der, then may we not receive a fresh inspiration of patriotism from the
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study of the life of one of those lawyers? Throughout his long and
honored career, both at the bar and in public life, Petigru had a concep-
tion of the theory of our Government far in advance of a large majority of
the people of his State and of his section of the country. While he was
loyal to his State, yet, through good report and evil report, he remained
from first to last a steadfast and uncompromising friend of the American
Union. "That tower of strength which stood four square to all the winds
that blew." Time has vindicated the sincerity and wisdom of his political
opinions. His theory as to the proper relation of the State to the Nation
and as to supremacy of the Nation is the accepted theory of to-day. The
Americanism that he stood for is the Americanism of to-day. The form of
government that he and those of his political faith believed in is the form
of government that has made this country free and prosperous and has
placed her in the front rank of the great powers, who at the present time
are shaping the destinies of the world. It was to preserve this form of
government that Americans entered into the great world conflict. The war
has been won and the objects that Americans had in view have been vin-
dicated. The theory of government, based on autocracy and the divine
right of kings to govern and direct the masses of mankind, has been made
to give way to the theory of constitutional democracy, based upon the
inalienable right of the people to govern themselves.

If Americans desire that their form of government shall not perish from
the earth and that they shall be secure in the enjoyment of their liberties,
they must not close their eyes to the new enemies that threaten the very
foundations of that government, for the preservation of which they have
given their lives and have lavishly spent their treasure. If the safety of the
future rests upon the rule of the people, then American institutions must
be so ordered that the people continue to be worthy of the right to rule.
The rule of the people must continue to rest upon the constitutional and
democratic principle of a concurrent majority. The minority of to-day
may become the majority of to-morrow.

Fanatical minorities, prompted by new and untried theories of govern-
ment and society and inimical to the spirit of American ideals, whether
under the guise of Bolshevism, I. W. W.-ism, or any other ism whose fol-
lowers wave the red flag of anarchy, must be kept in the minority. They
must be taught that campaigns based confessedly on violence and open
disregard of established law and constitutional rights and having in view,
not only the subversion of existing government, but also the upturning of
our social and even our family relations, will not be tolerated on Ameri-
can soil. Such individuals and all who countenance them and their theo-
ries are dangerous enemies of this Republic and of the government
founded by our forefathers.
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