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Every man who has a right conception of life has an ideal. He is striv-
ing after something which lies above and far beyond the mere common-
place of existence. He has a mission in life, and feels straitened until he
realizes, at least in some degree, its accomplishment. He says to himself:
"Is not the life more than meat, and the body, than raiment?" He can not
satisfy himself with the maxim of the Epicurean: "Let us eat and drink,
for to-morrow we die." The question of bread for daily need is one of
fundamental, and therefore of the utmost, importance; but bread does
not supply the higher need of life, and can only serve to furnish us the
energy necessary for the attainment of something which is, and ever must
be, far more important.

The popular conception of the lawyer is, that while he may be neces-
sary, he is a necessary evil. The idea that he has a distinctive mission, or
that it is important, is not entertained by the general public. He is looked
upon as having a different relation to his client from that of the members
of other professions. The doctor is engaged in the business of alleviating
the physical sufferings of mankind; the school-teacher lets in the light of
knowledge upon the mind, and dispels the darkness of ignorance; the sci-
entist opens the doors' that have shut men off from the secrets of nature,
and helps them to a right understanding of things that have before
seemed beyond the realm And range of human knowledge. All these are
recognized as positive factors in the elevation of humanity, and the pro-
gress of the race. But the public are disposed to regard the lawyer more
as a hindrance than a help to the cause of human progress. They think of
him as adding fuel to the flames of strife, and widening breach between
man and man, instead of being instrumental in helping to close it up.

The falsity of such popular notions as these is well known to the lawyer
himself, and to the more intelligent and better informed among the lay-
men; but perhaps even here the dignity and importance of the mission of
the lawyer is not always fully understood and properly recognized; and it
will undoubtedly help us to better appreciate that mission, and more fully
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understand its importance, if we will give our attention to the question of
what it really is, and how we may best fulfil it.

The lawyer has no place in the social relations of uncivilized man. He
belongs to a later period of development. It was only when the recogni-
tion of the rights of the weaker members of society began to dawn upon
the minds of men, and the barbarous rule that might makes right began
to give way before the progress of civilization, that the lawyer came for-
ward and began to make his influence felt in the propagation and defense
of those rules and principles of right and justice that have found their
expression in the codes of all civilized nations. When savage tribes were
contending with one another for the mastery, and every man was a law
unto himself, and the inexorable law of the survival of the fittest was
lopping off the weaker members of society, and peopling the earth with a
strong and vigorour race of men, he was not needed. It was the lawyer, or
he who afterwards became one by the process of evolution, who first said
that might was not right, and that the weak were entitled to protection
against the greed and avarice of the strong.

The mission, then, of the lawyer, from the beginning, has been to find
out the eternal principles of justice and right, and to formulate them into
those rules of jurisprudence and procedure by means of which men have
become able to understand and grasp them, and put them into such prac-
tical operation that they have become available for the protection of soci-
ety and the advancement of the cause of civilization. It is through his
instrumentality that the abstract has been turned into the concrete and
vague undefined principles have become organized forces, and made to
play their part in the mighty onward movement of the great events of the
world's history. How he has fulfilled this mission in the past, what he is
doing to-day, and how he may best carry it forward in the years to come,
is an important subject, well worthy of our attentive consideration.

The lawyer in the past has not been idle in carrying forward the great
work that has devolved upon him, in the progress of events, as the expo-
nent of his profession. He has had a lofty conception of its dignity and
importance, and has laid well the foundations, and addressed himself no-
bly to the task of rearing the superstructure. He has had distinctly in his
mind the thought that he must not suffer the standard of his profession
to be lowered; and, by the double process of encouraging those who would
maintain it, and excluding those who would degrade it, he has handed it
down, and passed it on, to generation after generation, until it has finally
come down to the men of the present day who, if they would maintain it,
must be actuated by the same spirit, and never relax their efforts or cease
their vigilance.

It is to the lawyer who loves his profession more than its emoluments
that we must look to maintain its dignity and high standard. Duty is a
strong word, but when it is divorced from love it becomes shorn of the
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locks that give it strength. He who would attain to the place of highest
excellence in his profession must learn to love it; and he who would love
his profession must seek to find in it the things that are lovely. These
things are to be found by the man who seeks for them. To the uninitiated
the law is full of cobwebs and dust, and we frequently hear them speak of
dry legal principles; but to the lawyer the cobwebs become cords, strong
enough to bind men to the right, and the dust becomes fertile soil, and
the dry legal principles become clothed with living fresh and beauty.

The true lawyer takes delight in the contemplation of truth, as it is
embodied and finds its expression in legal principles, because he sees it,
not as a mere abstraction, but in its application to the ascertainment and
enforcement of human rights. Abstract truth may glitter, and may even
possess a fascination for certain minds; but before it can have power to
engage the best energies of men, and call forth their highest activities, it
must take the concrete form and glow with the warmth that can only
come from its incarnation in the actual realities of human life and con-
duct. The profession of the lawyer brings him in daily contact with the
practical, living questions of human rights, and the best methods of en-
forcing them, and he becomes enamored of the truth which he sees in the
law, because in it he finds a weapon of offense or defense, by means of
which he can enforce the rights of his fellow men, or protect them against
oppression and wrong.

The lawyer, in the practice of his profession, comes in close contact
with humanity at one of its points of greatest need, and thus a sympa-
thetic relation is established, which is highly favorable to the develop-
ment of the law of love. The more one has in common with his fellows,
the more does he find his heart becoming enlarged toward them. The doc-
tor comes in contact with his patient on the plane of his bodily ailments
and necessities, while the lawyer's contact with his client is on the plane
of the needs of the mind. The one responds to the appeal for relief from
sickness or pain, while the other is called upon to furnish a remedy for
present or anticipated wrong. While it is a matter of the greatest impor-
tance to humanity that its physical needs should be relieved, it can not be
denied that the needs of the mind, which spring from a sense of wrong
and injustice, while not more urgent, are yet far more important, because
they are of a much higher nature. The lawyer thus becomes, in a large
measure, identified in thought and feeling with the cause of his client. It
is, in an important sense, his own cause. It becomes a bond of close and
intimate relationship between them, of the most confidential nature. It is
the reflex influence of this relationship upon the lawyer, that qualifies
him for his peculiar and special work in the advancement of the cause of
civilization. It gives him an appreciation of the wants and needs of his
fellow men, such as can never come to the mere theoretical philanthro-
pist, who only loves humanity in the abstract, and who never comes near
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enough to his fellow men to realize the close contact which enables him to
form a genuine affection for them. In this way the lawyer's love for hu-
manity becomes a passion, rather than a sentiment, which broadens and
deepens as his experience increases; and his passion, by an easy and natu-
ral process, transfers itself to the law, because in that he finds a state-
ment of those principles, and an illustration of those truths, which enable
him to establish the cause of justice and right.

The love of the lawyer for the law furnishes him with the highest mo-
tive that can animate him in the pursuit of his profession. The true law-
yer would rather be a pioneer in the discovery of an important legal prin-
ciple, or in the redemption of it from the rubbish of obscurity, than to
earn a fee; for in the one case he is rendering a service to the civilized
world, and to all generations that are to come after him, and thus laying
up for himself a goodly heritage for the time to come; while in the other,
he may not be doing more than rendering a temporary and comparatively
unimportant service to himself alone. Moth and rust may corrupt" his
gains, and thieves may break through and steal them, but the other has
passed into the realm that is beyond the ieach of corrupting influences
and destroying agencies. Better to enroll our names along with Mansfield
and Marshall and Webster, and every other earnest and faithful represen-
tative and advocate of exalted truth, than merely to take our place in the
ranks of those whose chief distinction lies in their ability to get control of
the forces that transmute all the energies of life into the material gain of
an inordinately large professional income.

But there are dangers which must be avoided if the legal profession
would not drift away from its moorings, and get loose from the principles
which hold it to the right conception of its mission. And these dangers
seem to be peculiar to our own time. We frequently hear the question
asked, "Is the legal profession becoming commercialized?" Are we getting
away from the influence of those fine sentiments which animated and in-
spired the lawyers of the old professional school? Have the younger men
failed to catch the spirit of those of the past, who have already made up
their record and bequeathed their heritage to posterity, or of that genera-
tion, many of whom still linger with us, but most of whom have passed
beyond the period of their greatest activity? The prophets of our own
time must rise up and ask these searching questions, and then give us the
ringing answer which will shock and startle our young men into con-
sciousness, and bring them back into the old paths which have been trod-

-den and hallowed by the feet of our ancestors.
There is undoubtedly a tendency in the present day to adopt commer-

cial methods in the practice of the law. The old ways do not seem to be in
accord with the bustling spirit of the times. The lawyer must keep pace
with other men in other lines of business, and therefore he must be a
hustler. The old, quiet, dignified bearing must be laid aside, and the new,
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unquiet, restless demeanor must take its place. The race for clients has
begun, and the client is beginning to think that the man who does not
seek him out and offer his services is not up to date. The highest success
has come to be regarded as that of the man who makes the most money,
and the thought is taking possession of the minds of the apostles of the
new order, that this is the mission of the lawyer. Success is not so much a
question of excellence in equipment, and thorough preparation in accor-
dance with the higher professional standards, as in the attainment of pro-
ficiency in those methods which bring business and multiply fees.

It would be sheer folly and affectation to say that a lawyer should be
indifferent to the pecuniary rewards of his professional life. On the con-
trary, this is a matter of very high concern, and he who does not care for
them, or exert himself strenuously to obtain them, is lacking in one of the
most important elements which go to make up the successful lawyer. The
professional character of the lawyer is two-sided, and he who develops
either side at the expense of the other makes a mistake. One might be
said to be objective, and the other subjective, and the development of
both is essential to the best success. The well-rounded lawyer will be a
man of thorough preparation for professional work, having due regard to
his ethical relations with his fellow members of the profession, and with
the public, and, at the same time, will not neglect to cultivate those
friendly relations with his fellow men, which bring him clients and busi-
ness; but while he will not hide his light under a bushel, he will never
ignore the ethical principle which should keep him from over self-asser-
tion,, and restrain him within the limits of true modesty.

But while the lawyer must develop both sides of his professional char-
acter, this does not argue that both are equally important. Undoubtedly
the most important element is that which we have termed subjective. It is
here that the stress and emphasis must be placed, for character takes
shape and direction along the lines of greatest stress and emphasis. "As a
man thinketh in his heart, so is he," and the thing we place uppermost
becomes more and more the ruling passion, as we grow older. The lawyer
who gives the chief place in his thought to the question of making money
will eventually come to the place in his experience where everything else
will be completely subordinated to that, while he who feels that he would
rather be the instrument of justice than, by the perversion of the right
way, to receive to himself a large reward, and who loves truth and honor
more than money will reap a better reward in the approbation of his own
conscience, and will lay up in store for the time to come something more
enduring than anything that money can buy.

But professional character involves more than the elements which we
have termed objective and subjective. In addition to these it should have
the characteristics which might be termed negative and positive, the one
having relation to those things which he should not do, and the other to
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those to which he should devote his energies and activities. Character
may be entirely free from "spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing," and yet
be utterly worthless because lacking in those aggressive qualities which go
to make up robust and useful manhood; and again, on the other hand, it
is possible for a man to be possessed of the finest judgment, combined
with the highest intellectual qualities, and the greatest energy, and yet
fail to attain to any place of influence among his fellows, because of glar-
ing defects in his moral character. So the brilliant lawyer, though learned,
aggressive and energetic, may yet fail at the highest point of professional
usefulness, while another, who is thoroughly conscientious and scrupu-
lously blameless in all his relations, may likewise fail at a point no less
vital, though of a nature fundamentally different from the other.

The mission of the lawyer might be stated to be that of the profession
to which he belongs, and of which he forms a part, considered in its ag-
gregate relation to society at large; and the manner in which that mission
is fulfilled, whether worthily or unworthily, depends upon the conception
concerning it which has taken hold of the mind of the profession, and this
conception is the combination of the conceptions of the separate mem-
bers of the profession, as to the individual mission of each. It becomes, in
a sense, a distinct entity, somewhat in the same way that a corporation, in
legal contemplation, is a person, separate and distinct from the members
that compose it. This entity, this aggregate conception which the profes-
sion has of its own mission, is high or low, according as there are many or
few who have a high or low individual conception in this regard. A few
noble-minded men may serve to rescue and redeem the profession from
utter degradation and ruin, but it takes a comparatively large number of
that class to elevate the entire profession to a standard which will be, in
any degree, satisfactory to those who are its best representatives.

In order for the legal profession to fulfil its mission properly, it must
exercise a due and appropriate influence upon the social organism of
which it forms a part. And this influence will always be in direct ratio to
the estimation in which the profession is held by the community at large.
And this estimate is formed in a normal way by a natural process, and
can not be forced, either up or down, for any considerable time. Certain
members of society have certain opinions, high or low, of certain members
of the profession; certain others have certain other opinions of certain
other members; and these opinions, all combined, go to make up, in a
sense, the general character of the profession in the estimation of the peo-
ple who form the community. The general character of an individual is
what people generally say about him in the community where he lives. So,
the people talk about the legal profession, and the general character of
the profession is indicated by the general drift of what they say. Hence,
the greater the number of those in the profession who have a high con-
ception of duty, the better will be the standing of the profession before
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the community and, consequently, the greater its influence in shaping the
civilization of the race and advancing the cause of humanity.

The idea that society is an organism is not fanciful or strained. It is
profoundly true, and affords an eminently practical way of considering it
in all its aspects. The animal or organism is composed of atoms, which
combine to form the complex molecules of living tissue. These combine to
form cells, and these again combine to form the vital organs, and various
parts of the body. Any failure of any part of the body to perform its ap-
propriate function results in distress to the entire organism. The same
thing is true in the highly complex organism which binds men together in
their social relations. The legal profession constitutes a very important
part of this organism, exercising its function, as we have already seen, in
the relief of the wants of the mind, rather than those of a less important
nature; and the failure of that profession to meet the full measure of its
responsibility in the performance of its important function produces, in a
greater or less degree, distress and disturbance throughout the whole so-
cial organism. A perversion of justice, for instance, resulting from a fail-
ure in the right performance of this function gives a distinct shock to the
entire community, and it is not too much to say that it retards the pro-
gress of civilization.

No profession, any more than an individual, can afford to be indifferent
as to the estimation in which it is held by the public, and our own profes-
sion should strive, through individual and organized efforts, not only to
maintain the place which it has already attained, but to keep constantly
advancing. The way to attain a high place in the estimation of others, and
to hold it, is to deserve it. To adapt the famous aphorism of Mr. Lincoln,
we may fool all the people part of the time, and we may fool part of the
people all the time, but we can not fool all the people all the time. Every
organization of persons forming part of the social organism, as well as
each individual, is continually on trial before the bar of enlightened pub-
lic opinion. That trial is going on all the time, and some day, in the pro-
gress of events; is to have its final outcome. The profession will advance,
or it will go backward. A retrograde movement can only be averted by the
strictest watch. Patrick Henry said that eternal vigilance was the price of
liberty, and all human experience proves that it is likewise the price of
everything that requires for its keeping the exercise and display of the
finer and nobler sentiments of true and elevated manhood.

But the most searching and exacting tribunal before which our profes-
sion is to be tried is that of its own conscience. And this at last, in its
ultimate analysis, is the thing to which everything also is secondary and
subordinate. We may succeed in hiding our misdeeds and our shortcom-
ings from others, but we can not hide from ourselves. Once written upon
the table of consciousness, they refuse ever to be rubbed out. No process
can obliterate them. Nor can we cover them so they will not come to the
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light, for there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, or hidden
that shall not be made known. And the light by which this revelation
shall be made is that which shines within the portal of consciousness. Let
no man think that his profession, any more than himself, can escape com-
ing into the brightness of the shining of that light, or that he himself will
be held blameless if his own conduct has been such that he has not
helped to ennoble and elevate the standard of the profession to which he
belongs.

It is here, in the conscience of the profession, that we are to look for the
power that will enable it to rise to the full height and attain to the full
measure of its responsibility and privilege. Just as we give highest honor
to the man who has placed his conscience in the forefront of the battle of
life, so must it be with our profession. Set apart and consecrated to the
noble work of the ascertainment and enforcement of human rights, and
the discovery and prevention of those hidden and baneful causes which
have for their outcome the oppression of humanity and the perversion of
justice and truth, it becomes us to strive, with all diligence, by keeping
the professional conscience void of offense, by seeking out the right paths
and pursuing them, and by abhorring all that is base and ignoble, to go
forward in the accomplishment of the great mission to which we have
been called, thus taking our place and meeting our responsibility, so that
we may not be found wanting, as human society struggles nearer and
nearer toward the goal of perfect law and order.

May this be, now and always, the conception of the profession concern-
ing its great mission, and the mainspring and motive of its supremest
endeavor; and may the time be near at hand when such sentiments will
no longer be relegated to those who are regarded as the unpractical and
the visionary, but when they will take firm hold of the profession in its
strongest, most earnest and most abounding life and manhood.
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