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A DISTINGUISHED AND COURAGEOUS JURIST, WHOSE
WISDOM AND DETERMINATION TO ENFORCE THE LETTER
AND OBSERVE THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW WAS A ROCK OF
SECURITY AND HOPE IN BRINGING ABOUT RACIAL HARMONY
AND UNDERSTANDING DURING THE INITIAL PERIOD OF
INTEGRATION. HIS JUDICIAL, CONDUCT INSPIRES A DEEP
RESPECT FOR THE PROFESSION OF THE LAW HE SO ABLY
SERVES AND REFLECTS THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF CREDIT
UPON THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF "EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER
THE LAW."

Quoted from a plaque
in honor of

Judge William Augustus Bootle,
dedicated 1979,

Walter F. George School of Law,
Mercer University.
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I. INTRODUCTION

On May 31, 1981, Judge William Augustus Bootle retired from active
service as the Senior Federal District Court Judge for the Middle District
of Georgia. Judge Bootle's career spanned more than fifty-five years and
touched every facet of the American legal system: private practitioner,
government attorney, law professor, law school dean, and federal district
court judge. While recognizing that the best of men must one day retire
to make room for the next generation, it was with great regret that the
legal community noted the end of this remarkable career.

Judge Bootle's life is a tribute to the quest for legal excellence. It is
therefore altogether fitting and proper that Mercer Law Review, the legal
journal of Judge Bootle's alma mater, dedicate the first edition of its
Eleventh Circuit Survey to the life and career of Judge William Augustus
Bootle. This short article will attempt to familiarize the reader with the
diversity and quality of the career of Judge Bootle.

II. LIFE AND CAREER AT BAR

William Augustus Bootle was born on August 19, 1902, in Walterboro,
South Carolina. William Augustus Bootle left his native state in 1917, and
in 1920 he entered Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. Not since the
state of Tennessee absconded with the town of Copper Hill from Georgia
has one state's loss so benefitted another state. Judge Bootle has been a
resident of Georgia ever since.

Judge Bootle completed his undergraduate and legal education at Mer-
cer in 1925. Even at this young age, Judge Bootle's high personal and
academic standards were established. While at Mercer he participated in
basketball, baseball, and football. He was an intercollegiate debator and
the vice president of his junior and senior law classes. He also graduated
number one in his class. His career at Mercer was capped with his elec-
tion by the student body as Master Mercerian. This award, the highest
honor attainable by a Mercer student, was awarded to Bootle as the stu-
dent who best exemplified the attributes of "personality, scholarship, ac-
tive interest in athletics, high character . . . leadership, patriotism, man-
liness and righteous ambition."

Upon graduation, Judge Bootle entered private practice in Macon,
Georgia. In 1928, Judge Bootle first entered into public service as an as-
sistant United States Attorney. In 1929 he became the United States At-
torney for the Middle District of Georgia.

In 1933, Judge Bootle left the United States Attorney's office in re-
sponse to a call to service from his alma mater. With the Great Depres-
sion in full force, Judge Bootle assumed the helm of an institution in dire
financial straits. As Acting Dean, Judge Bootle steered the law school
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through those troubled times with the calm and professional manner that
was later to characterize his judicial career. Before stepping down in 1937,
Judge Bootle influenced many young lawyers and performed a labor of
love for Mercer. Over the years Judge Bootle has maintained close ties
with and exerted a positive influence over the University, serving as trus-
tee from 1959 to 1964, 1966 to 1970, 1972 to 1975, and 1978 to 1979.

III. JUDGE BOOTLE: MAN OF COMPASSION-JUDGE WITH COURAGE

In 1954, President Dwight Eisenhower appointed William Augustus
Bootle to be United States District Court Judge for the Middle District of
Georgia. This fateful appointment placed Judge Bootle in the very center
of the fourteenth amendment jurisprudence revolution that was to change
the face of the South forever.

Beginning with Brown v. Board of Education," the United States Su-
preme Court initiated long overdue social reforms. Implementing these
plans, however, often fell upon federal district court judges. These judges
lived in the communities that often strenuously opposed those dictates. It
is no great overstatement to assert that in those perilous years, the very
foundation of the Republic was tested. It was truly fortunate for the Re-
public that men such as William Augustus Bootle stepped forward to do
their duty.

The article in this volume by Judge Lanier Anderson III is an appro-
priate tribute to Judge Bootle's scholarship and dedication to the rule of
law. Judge Bootle's dedication during those troubled times is also a study
in judicial courage.

During this period Judge Bootle ordered the integration of the Univer-
sity of Georgia and the abolition of a segregated public school system in
the Middle District of Georgia. He was also the first district court judge
to find that a county election system violated the civil rights of blacks.
For his perseverence and dedication, Judge Bootle received death threats
and was burned in effigy. Even the safety of his family was threatened
when an angry mob marched on his home. If Judge Bootle was ever
shaken by these events, it was not evidenced in his judicial conduct. A
lesser person could easily have avoided this controversy by returning to
private life or even by excusing himself from the cases. Judge Bootle,
however, remained faithful to his oath to defend the Constitution, and
this country is a better place to live because of it. The American legal
establishment can today look with pride at the performance of Judge
Bootle and men like him.

1. 387 U.S. 483 (1954).
2. Anderson, A Tribute to William Augustus Bootle: Judicial Courage and the Rule of

Law, 1981 Eleventh Circuit Survey, 33 MERCER L. REv. 975 (1982).
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IV. CONCLUSION

I first met Judge Bootle when I was a law student at Mercer University
and have respected and admired him ever since. As a member of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, I reviewed many of
Judge Bootle's decisions and was often privileged to sit with him on the
Fifth Circuit bench when he served as a visiting judge. To me, Judge Boo-
tie is the essence of what our profession should be. He has known success
in all of his endeavors without the damning flaw of arrogance. He com-
bines compassion with a deep respect for the rule of law.

While no person's life can be accurately reduced to a single phrase, I
cannot help but recall Samuel Johnson's statement, in tribute to Oliver
Goldsmith, that "He has touched nothing that he did not adorn."3 This is
William Augustus Bootle. We are indebted to him for his unusual leader-
ship and courage. We salute him for a life of dedicated service.

3. S. JOHNSON, EPITAPH ON GOLDSMITH (June 22, 1776), quoted in J. BARTLErTT, BART-
LETT'S FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS 355 (15th ed. 1980).
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