
Yorktown April 1
st
 1862 

Dear Ma 

Your letter to Kitt came to hand several days ago.  It was the first letter we had received 

from home in nearly three weeks.  Four of five days ago we were sure of having a fight 

here, for a large force of Yankees came up from Newportnews as far as Bethel.  Gen. 

Magruder, not having a sufficient force at Bethel, ordered the troops to fall back, and did 

not give them battle. We thought they were coming on the Yorktown, and made 

preparations to receive them.  Several regiments have come down to Yorktown from 

Richmond within the last 2 or 3 days.  The Yankees have not come up any farther yet, 

and I don’t know whether they have gone back to Newportnews or not, as I have heard 

nothing definite from below in 2 or 3 days.  I am afraid they won’t venture to attack 

Yorktown, but will go back.  I received a letter from Billy Gibson about a week ago, and 

I intend to write to him tomorrow.  He was in South Carrolina at Hardeville when he 

wrote. There has been another battle near Winchester Va.  The Yankees outnumbered our 

men by a great deal, but our troops retired after the battle in good order.  We also hear of 

another Confederate victory in Texas.  The report you heard about Newportnews being 

evacuated when the battle up Hampton Roads was fought is untrue.   

But if Genl Magruder had attacked it with a good force I expect he could have taken it, 

but it would be very hard for our troops to hold it as it is not very far from Fortress 

Monroe.  I think Yorktown is about impregnable now.  I don’t hear anything of our being 

ordered off of the peninsula.  Col. Newton, who has been home on furlough, has returned 

and is commanding our regiment now, as Col. Colquitt is commanding a brigade.  We 

have no sickness now scarcely in our regiment.  Jud is complaining of being sick today.  

Fred has not returned yet, but has written for an extension of his furlough. Mr. Thigpen 

from Georgia has lately arrived here and is chaplain for our regiment.  I have not heard 

him preach yet.   I guess I told you that we had pulled down our houses, and had moved 

into tents.  Three Yankee drummers were taken by our men and brought here about a 

week ago.  They were boys.  They have been sent on to Richmond.  Our mess has been 

living pretty high on butter, lard, and hams for the last two months, which have been sent 

to us from home, but we are nearly out now.  Kitt eats and sleeps in camps, but stays at 

Genl. Raines headquarters all day.  He is well.  Our mattresses have proved to be very 

serviceable to us.  They are just exactly the kind we wanted.  I am going to send some of 

my blankets and clothes to Twiggs, when I have an opportunity.  Give my love to Pa, 

children and negroes.  Respects to the Young ladies 

Your affectionate son 

Yorktown Henry Bunn 

6
th

 Ga. Reg. 


