
Yorktown Nov 12 1861 
Dear Pa 
I have not received but one letter from home in nearly a month and I am very anxious to 
know how you all are.  About a week ago I received a letter from Ma and was 
exceedingly glad to hear from you, for it was the first I had received in 2 weeks from 
home.  Cousin Isie has gone home, started this morning and Fred accompanied her as far 
Grove Wharf, a place on the James river.  She has gone by the East Tennessee route and 
will go by Kingston, but is in a hurry and can not go by to see you.  I heard that the 
railroad was torn up some where below Lynchburg, and if it is true and she heard it she 
may go home the other way.  W. Edward a member of our company, who has been home 
on furlough, arrived this morning and brought Martin for Jud, and that makes four 
negroes that we have in our mess now.  We don’t have any cooking to do.  Martin says he 
left all well in Twiggs.  There are about ten negroes now in our company.  Our Regiment 
and the Zouave battalion are the only regiments now in Yorktown and consequently the 
guard duty is very heavy on our regiment, but I learn that another regiment will be in 
town then the guard duty will be easier on our men. 
I wrote to Ma a few days ago, and told her that I was a permanent guard on the wharf.  I 
have an easier time on that kind of guard than the men in the company.  If I get tired of 
staying down on that guard I can company and exchange for a good many of the men 
want my place.  I believe I wrote that Kitt was a provost guard in town, he likes that post 
finely, for he does not have to stand in the night, but stays about town in day and puts 
those in the guard house whom he finds without papers. 
The 1st North Carolina regiment, which was mustered in for only six months has gone 
home. When they started to leave they marched out and formed a hollow square and Gen 
Magruder rode in and made them a speech, after which they left for their homes.  It was a 
fine regiment and numbered over 1200 men. We have not commenced building houses 
yet, but have the logs cut and will commence building as soon as they are hauled in. 
There is no prospect of our having a fight hereabouts soon. We have two Yankees now in 
jaol here. They were caught somewhere below here and brought here a few days ago.  I 
hear that the Yankees have taken several forts on our coasts lately, but I don’t believe it 
to be true.  I always dislike to hear of our men running from or being whipped by the 
Yankees.  Brigadier Gen. Raines now command York town and Col. Colquitt has 
reassumed command of the regiment.  Fred is about well of the Rheumatism.  Jud is well 
and has been about the healthiest man in our co.  Kitt was sick with chills a few weeks 
ago but is well at present.  There are several hundred negroes at work here on the 
batteries and if they continue much longer Yorktown will be a well fortified place. 
Where is Mr. Bass and what is he doing?  We have very good weather now, have had 
very little real cold weather.  I hope you will be able to pick out your cotton.  Have you a 
good corn crop? Love to Ma and children and respects to all the neighbors.  Excuse bad 
writing for I write in a hurry 
Your son 
H. Bunn 
Postscript 
I have receive the Zouave caps 


