
Yorktown Nov 18 1861 
Dear Sister Porcia 
I received you letter a few days ago, and was extremely glad to get it for I have not 
received but one besides yours in four or five weeks.  Ma wrote to aunt Sarah and told 
her of Aunt Mary’s death, but she had gone home, and Col. Colquitt, after shewing it to 
me, sent it on to her.  We are still at Yorktown, and have had nothing like a fight.  While 
Aunt Sarah was here, Gen Magruder expected that the Federal fleet lying at the mouth of 
York river would attack us here, but they have never made their appearance yet.  We 
have only three regiments at Yorktown now.  The rest of our forces are between here and 
Fortress Monroe.  Magruder has I recon nearly twenty-five thousand men under his 
command and it would require a large force of Yankees to whip us.  I heard yesterday 
that they were advancing on towards Bethel with four strong regiments, but I don’t 
believe it to be true, and if it is, they will find that they had better brought 25 regiment. I 
have no idea that they could start from Newportnews with 50000 men and take 
Yorktown.   
We have not winter quarters yet and I can’t tell when we will ever get any.  A great many 
of the soldiers are digging large square holes in the ground and they stay in them after 
stretching their tents over the, and they make very comfortable abodes.  Those who stay 
at home ought to be very thankful to the soldiers for what they suffer in defending them.  
The Zouaves are very badly treated and they are the most desperate set of men that I ever 
saw. Col. Colquitt is going to have a brass band for our regiment and Kitt has applied for 
a place in it and I recon he will get it.  He is going to have a uniform for the regiment 
alike.  I don’t know what it is to be yet.  We held an election for 3rd Lieut in our company 
a few days ago, and R. Roberts was elected.  He is very nice, clever man and I hope will 
make a good officer.  I wrote to Pa a few days ago.  Did he get the letter?  I wish my 
homefolks would write oftener for I don’t hear from you all but about once in 3 weeks 
and I [want] to get letters every week. You did not tell me about the homefolks at all. Tell 
Charley that there are two boys in our regiment not a great deal larger than he is and 
when we go out on parade they put on their uniforms and take their flags and swords and 
go out as big as the Col. Himself.  It has been pretty cold now for several days. But I have 
seen very little ice yet.  Kitt, Jud and Fred are all well now.  I have a pretty bad cold, but 
otherwise well.  We don’t have near as many sick as we did in the summer. 
Write again soon.  Give my love to Ma and Pa and tell them to write oftener and Adila 
too.   
Love to all the children and negroes. Respect to all the young ladies and neighbors. 
Your brother 
Henry Bunn 
Co 6th Reg. Ga Vol 
Yorktown  
Virginia 
 
 

 


