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INTERVIEWER:   So this interview is between Linda Johns and 

myself, Laura Madden, and today is Wen – Thursday, June 16
th

, that’s right, 2016 and we’re 

meeting in the Sheffield Building at Mercer University on the Atlanta campus, discussing 

Linda’s memories of her time as a student at Georgia Baptist Hospital School of Nursing in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  So the first question is describe the thought process that went into your 

decision to become a nurse. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It’s a bit unusual because I was accepted at the 

University of Georgia and I was going there to become a teacher, in education.  And - my very 

best friend growing up in Decatur, at high school, was Marge Etheridge, and she wanted to be a 

nurse her whole life, so she asked me if I wanted to go to the open house, and I went that 

Saturday.  I did a complete 360 degree turnaround, and decided no, that was my calling.  I 

needed to be a nurse. So . . . that was bizarre.  My husband still hasn’t forgiven me because we 

were supposed to go off to college together and I messed that up for him.  

INTERVIEWER:   Aw, so he went to Georgia and you were in Atlanta.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Actually, he ended up at Tech. 

INTERVIEWER:    Ok, well that worked out well.  So that kind of leads 

to the next question:  You chose – why did you choose to attend Georgia Baptist? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I just really loved the field, when I went to visit that 

day, and when they spoke to us, you, it really felt like that would really make a difference.  At 

that time, there was an extreme nursing shortage, I have to tell you.  I also found out that I could 

get a work cancelable loan, so I could get a loan through the state of Georgia that would pay for 

three years, because we went three years, nonstop, and it would pay for all of it, as long as I 

worked in Georgia, at an approved spot, for those years.  

INTERVIEWER:    That’s a pretty good deal. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  And I’m the oldest of four children, so that was 

another critical thing, you know, if would help my parents.  My parents were only in Decatur, so 

if I needed to come home, they could come and get me.  So you know, but mostly I just – 

honestly, it was just like a calling.  I knew immediately that I needed to do that.  Don’t ask me.  

It was something I felt. 

INTERVIEWER:     That’s great, that you lived in the dorm, but you got 

married while you were there.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I got married and moved out of the dorm.  
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INTERVIEWER:   Obviously.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   My senior year that I was in school, and I guess 

those last three quarters, I was married and commuted from Clarkston to there.  At that time I 

think we had a total of five married students.  They’d just changed the rule that you could be 

married, a few years before.  We may have even been the first class that could be openly 

married.  When they had the graduation, everybody put their wedding rings on as soon as it was 

over.  Yeah, it was crazy.  But anyway, so I teamed up with two of my married friends, and one 

of them actually lived in the same apartments that my husband and I lived in at that time.  We 

would always get together and study.  That really was support.  

INTERVIEWER:    That was camaraderie. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   That support was awesome because we got these all 

night study sessions if we needed it. 

INTERVIEWER:    At your apartment?  Not down at the dorm. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  No, no, no. 

INTERVIEWER:   Talk a little bit about the difference between living 

in the dorm and being a commuter student.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I loved living in the dorm.  I’m the oldest of four 

girls, so I felt right at home in a building with nothing but girls.  The house mothers were a hoot, 

you know, they were a hoot.  One time I had an argument with – he wasn’t even my fiancé then 

– he called - she called and said your boyfriend’s here.  I said no, I don’t want to see him, sorry.  

So then about an hour later she called and she said you’ve got flowers down here, do you want 

them?  I said yeah, I’ll come down and get them.  The elevator opened.  He was there.  She said, 

you know, I’m sorry, they would try to - which was sweet.  And we had the dating booths, which 

were sensational. Feet on the floor.  Feet on the floor.  They’d go around and look. 

INTERVIEWER:   Did they go in here and look?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Oh yes, they did.  

INTERVIEWER:   Did they have curtains hung up? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  No, no.  They were just little cubicles, but they had 

a little bench and there were panels that went from the ceiling down, but when it got – like a 

bathroom stall – to that point they were wide open. 
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INTERVIEWER:   OK. I think by the time I was there they might have 

had a curtain but I’m not . . . I can’t remember.  I never went in there. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   I wouldn’t go that often.  You know I could go 

home.  We both lived in Decatur.  Anyway, it was funny, some of the school – I loved that part, 

having to sign in, and having to sign out.  It all worked for me.  You know, the – we’d have 

study hours when we lived in the dorm, you know, from certain time to certain time.  You 

couldn’t come out of your room.  

INTERVIEWER:   That had gone by the time I was there, but that’s 

interesting.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah, and so . . . we did everything but study.  One 

night we tried to see how many people we could get in those overhead storage bins. 

INTERVIEWER:   Oh, the storage bins.  They could hold a lot.  How 

many people did it hold?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Oh I think we got like 13 people up there.  And you 

know just crazy things like that, we would do . . . and all kinds of pranks on each other, because 

there was a lot of stress in nursing, as we all know, so that was the way we de-stressed.  People 

on my floor, I am really still am good friends with most of them.  Lifelong memories. 

INTERVIEWER:   OK so . . . you talked about.  You started out; you 

thought you were going to go to Georgia.  How about, did you consider other nursing programs, 

other than Georgia Baptist?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  No, I didn’t.  I went there.  It felt wonderful.  I 

thought – the facilities then were almost brand new.  It was just so nice, and so convenient, and 

where I think I needed to be. 

INTERVIEWER:   At the time did you think about, or did they talk to 

you about the difference between a baccalaureate program? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I had no idea.  So subsequently, I went back for the 

baccalaureate when I was forty, but I didn’t realize – I really didn’t.  I was like, eighteen, not 

quite nineteen, when we started the program, and I’m the first person in my family, on either 

side, who graduated from college.  So, you know, it was a big deal just to be there.  My family 

was so proud.  I worked so hard, that they would never be disappointed.  It was a good good 

thing. 



Laura Madden Dissertation –   4 
Participant LINDA ALMOND JOHNS, Class of 1971 
Interviewed: 6/16/2016 
 
 

INTERVIEWER:   How difficult was it for you to go back and get your 

bachelor’s? Did they accept what you had taken already? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   It was not hard.  Yeah, it was not hard.  I did not get 

it in nursing, however, I got it in Healthful Arts. 

INTERVIEWER:   I had not heard of that.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   They gave me a lot of credit for my – but it is a BS 

(Bachelor of Science), not a BA (Bachelor of Arts). A BA in Health Arts.  I took a lot of 

humanities, and literature, and other things.  We, um . . . it was College of St. Francis, out of 

Joliet, Illinois.  

INTERVIEWER:   OK, I’ve heard of it. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   They had a campus – they didn’t have a campus.  

They rented a room in Eastside Medical Center in Snellville, and they hired local college 

professors to come in and teach the classes.  So you know it took two and a half years, except for 

one time, I took two courses.  Working full-time and having two children I just – that was all I 

could do, but – 

INTERVIEWER:   And you didn’t have to do any clinical for that –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  No.  Actually, I had worked as a nurse for so many 

years that they accepted that.  You know, I think Shirley Rawlins actually had to document how 

many hours I had been practicing registered nurse, though there’s all different ways to do it.  I’m 

so glad I did that, basically, not even in the entry level any more, but at that time, you know, 

everybody needed at least. 

INTERVIEWER:   So talk about the classes at Georgia Baptist.  What 

do you remember about them?  How were they structured?  What memories do you have? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well the freshman year we had, you know, basically 

the core type stuff – psychology, sociology, biology, micro, chemistry, the building rocks, drugs 

and solutions . . . those things.  Then you moved on to where you got into the different, I guess it 

was like orthopedics, OB (obstetrics), pediatrics, psychiatry – you know, there were different 

segments of it.  I liked that.  The only time we went off campus was for some of our rehab in 

adult health. We went to Grady for renal. 

INTERVIEWER:   Okay. 
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LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Then we went for rehab, I don’t know, renal and 

rehab at Grady. Then we spent a whole quarter – we weren’t semesters then – in Milledgeville, 

doing the psych rotation. 

INTERVIEWER:   How was that?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Crazy.  Literally.  Crazy, crazy.  

INTERVIEWER:   So you stayed down there –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Three months.  And that was before I got married.  

We got out of class early December and I got married on December 20
th

.  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh my goodness.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I know, I know. 

INTERVIEWER:   Now when you were at Milledgeville, you lived 

there on the campus?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes we did.  We lived in the same housing facilities 

that the patients did.  Our doors were locked and our hall was locked, but you would hear them 

moaning and crying and walking out in the hall.  It was disturbing.  One of my roommates there 

cried every night because she was missing her husband.  I wasn’t missing anybody because I 

wasn’t married yet.  

INTERVIEWER:   That had to be hard though, to be away, from him. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  She was basically a newlywed. 

INTERVIEWER:   She didn’t know she was going to have to do that, 

when she got married.  And you went home on the weekends, from there? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah, almost every weekend.  There’s nothing to do 

there, you know, at all.  There were three of us that lived in this room that was a little larger and 

had three separate beds.  We would take turns driving each other back and forth.  

INTERVIEWER:   Was that a good learning experience?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It really was, as scary as it was, because once 

you’ve seen a real schizophrenic who walks up to you and says, “How does 10,000 volts make 

you feel?”  You know, and the different characters down there.  Even one of the professors had a 

vial in his drawer and he said, “I want to pass this around and each of you smell it – it is 
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perspiration, from one of the worst schizophrenics I’ve ever known, and it’s the smell of the 

schizophrenic.”  It was a very pungent body odor.  But you know, in my lifetime, I’ve smelled it 

half a dozen times.  

INTERVIEWER:   Isn’t that interesting?  Their body must give off 

some kind of chemical. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well it’s a chemical imbalance.  So it makes sense 

but at the time I thought, he’s crazy as a loon.  

INTERVIEWER:   How did he gather that? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I don’t know.  And you know back then we didn’t 

question it.  That was something that stuck in my brain, the smell of the schizophrenic.  So that 

was interesting.  

INTERVIEWER:   And they also had a, didn’t they have a wing for 

children with developmental disabilities? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  We were never on that wing.  We were just in the 

adult wing. There were a lot of famous people there.  

INTERVIEWER:   Really? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Some lady who had knocked off six or seven 

husbands.  I think they called her the Black Widow.  She cooked.  She was a great cook.  We got 

to help serve the patients.  They had a lot of surplus food there, I guess from the state.  So we had 

a lot of pimento cheese, a lot of peanut butter.  They’d make things that they could use those 

with.  After I got home, I said I’m not going to ever eat pimento cheese again.  I’m okay.  The 

first time I was like ooh this is so good, then after three months…  

INTERVIEWER:   Did you eat with the patients?  

LINDA ALMDON JOHNS:  Yes we did, in the cafeteria.  Absolutely.  We were 

literally living in the . . . 

INTERVIEWER:   The labor and delivery you did at Georgia Baptist, 

you didn’t have to go anywhere else? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   No.  It was wonderful.  Did like a month of 

delivery, a month of recovery room because they used to knock people out back then.  It was 

awful.  They’d have them in these beds that they’d pull up the sides.  They were like rails but 
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they didn’t come straight up.  They did at an angle, so the patient . . . and you checked. “Stop it 

George! Stop it, don’t touch me!  I have a headache.”  You know, they were just out of it.  We 

looked on the chart and her husband wasn’t even George, and we were like, oh my goodness.  

You know, we’d massage the fundus.  People were bleeding a lot.  We were checking them in 

recovery.  Then of course we got a month in the nursery, in the Moro Complex (i.e. Reflex).  My 

roommate said “What do you think about that Moro complex (i.e. Reflex)?”  I said, “Well they 

say it’s a startling reflex” and she took the nursery thing and kicked it and the baby goes, oh my 

God I can’t believe you – 

INTERVIEWER:   It really is true. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah it was really great.  It really was. 

INTERVIEWER:   And Pediatrics, did you go to Scottish Rite? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  No, I was at Georgia Baptist on the 6
th

 floor.  That 

was probably one of my hardest semesters.  Not hard knowledge-wise but hard on my heart 

because there was this little patient – I used to work extra in the emergency room as like a 

medical assistant, because I was a married student and needed the money, so I worked – they’d 

send me different places.  I’d go to nursing services and they’d, oh we need you here, we need 

you there, which was great.  For a while I was sent to ER (emergency room), and a little fellow 

came in on a weekend, and he was from a family that had been through an acrimonious divorce, 

and both parents would whip him, “Stop, I’ll get him. Don’t hold him. Don’t touch him. It’s all 

your fault if you hadn’t taken him skating he wouldn’t have broken his arm!”  Well in the end it 

was a sarcoma, and they had to take his arm.  Then I was assigned to him, in pediatrics.  So I 

kind of had the back story.  It was hard.  We went up to the OR (operating room) for the surgery 

and his mother and father were just kissing his arm.  It was brutal.  And then a year later he was 

dead anyway.  It didn’t save his life.  So that’s tough.  

INTERVIEWER:   Pediatrics is tough.  It takes a special nurse. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  And you have more than one patient.  So many 

patients.  I did get the pediatric award at graduation.  

INTERVIEWER:   Congratulations! 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well it was awesome – I don’t think because of that 

- but because I had a lot of interesting little patients.  I had a way with them because I was the 

oldest of so many children, and my mother was young having us, so I was like a mom to all of 

them.  So dealing with children was second nature to me.  Maybe that’s why I do well in the role 

that I have, because, supporting these people, although –  
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INTERVIEWER:   Just grownup, but they still act like children. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes they do, sometimes.  But anyway that was fun.  

The teachers were both young, and not out of school long, and you know you could be friends 

with them and joke with them.  It just helped to relieve all the stress. 

INTERVIEWER:   So, talk about the faculty. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well, Susan Gunby, we were the first class she 

taught in 1971 and she was also our class sponsor and she was amazing, just amazing.  She had 

the whitest shoes and the whitest shoe strings and the starched-est hat and the starched-est 

uniform and was just like our role model, you know.  One of the classes we took initially was 

fundamentals of nursing. The professor, Mrs. Malone, who was just another lady, who was older 

was very articulate and very particular, you know, about every little thing.  She came into class 

one day and her cap was all like this and her uniform was all bunched up.  Hose had runs.  

Shoestrings were nasty.  We were like Mrs. Malone!  She said, “This is what I never want you to 

become!”  Those kinds of experiences. 

INTERVIEWER:   She did it on purpose. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes!  Absolutely on purpose.  I had a hard time 

giving up my cap. I loved my cap.  And they kept saying, “You’re still wearing your cap?”  So 

you know, of course, I bowed under pressure to quit wearing it, but still, old habit of course. 

INTERVIEWER:   Tell me about that hierarchy between that freshman, 

junior, senior year, so – 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well, our freshman year we all could become a Little Sister 

and get a Big Sister. There were more students than there were Big Sisters, so sadly I never got a 

Big Sister, but I’ve been a big sister my whole life, so I did things with some of the other people. 

INTERVIEWER:   It would have been nice for you to have a Big Sister 

though... 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes, for once in my life.  But you know, that was 

fun. 

INTERVIEWER:   How did they choose the Big Sisters and Little 

Sisters then? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  They just - you know we had a couple –  
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INTERVIEWER:   It was just kind of random? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes, we had a couple of like parties or teas – 

INTERVIEWER:   To get to know each other –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - yeah, meet and greet type things. 

INTERVIEWER:   And then they, the students just chose somebody? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   - not everybody – 

INTERVIEWER:   - students just chose somebody? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah.  And they would help them, like mentor 

them, and tell them which professors were hard and which were not, and which one might, if you 

cried, help you with your grade, and things like that, but yeah. 

INTERVIEWER:   But now I know by the time I was a student there 

when you chose your Little Sister, you snuck in their room and decorated their desk. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Not much of that.  A wee little bit, you know, I 

think it got better as it progressed.  

INTERVIEWER:   More elaborate.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah.  

INTERVIEWER:   Can you imagine what it would be like today with 

Pinterest! 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Oh, my, gosh, no. Too fun . . . But um, that was fun, 

and uh… 

INTERVIEWER:   Talk about the different . . . capping . . . 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah, well I was capped at Wieuca Road Baptist 

Church, and that was lovely except for me and one of my roommates got us one of those lamps 

to tan ourselves, so we’d look great at capping.  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh no –  
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LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  As it turned out, we could barely walk.  Our legs 

were so swollen and red, and the other girl that was with us, who got her whole body – just kept 

getting in that sunlamp – she didn’t even get to come.  She was in just pitiful shape.  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh no. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  So, you know, but um - that was wonderful.  We 

finally got that cap, after I think it was six months.  

INTERVIEWER:   So proud of that cap.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  And then of course you got your . . . as a junior, 

your blue stripes went on the corners of the cap, and then as a senior you finally got that black 

band.  We had very elaborate ceremonies for each one – nice, nice places downtown, and we’d 

have to raise that money to fund the event, by all kinds of things - donut sales and bake sales and 

you name it, car washes, whatever we could do.  But it was really neat.  Then your class sponsors 

would think of a theme.  

INTERVIEWER:   Okay. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  You know, of how you would get yours, like – 

when I was a class sponsor, two times, one year for the black bands, I collected the eggs – do 

you remember pantyhose used to come in eggs? 

INTERVIEWER:   Yeah, uh huh.  The L’eggs eggs. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - I collected all of them and I put the black bands in 

those and then talked about how a butterfly made a metamorphosis, and that was the crystalline, 

and you came out, and you, you know, everyone was oh man you put a lot of work into those, 

like a Broadway production but um those . . . I think that made it – it was small, and you knew 

everybody, they knew you, you know  . . . It felt like a big family.  People who went to Georgia 

Baptist came in as visitors and said, “It just feels good here.”  And we, you know, I’m proud that 

we’re part of Mercer, but it will never be like it was, you know.  We always say it was like 

Camelot, and we didn’t know it at the time.  It really was about integrity, and doing your best, 

doing what was right even if nobody was looking.  We had very high standards.  We weren’t 

made to follow them we just felt like we didn’t want to let anyone down.  Really neat.  I 

graduated – let me think about that – at the church in Decatur, First Baptist -  

INTERVIEWER:   First Baptist Decatur, okay –  
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LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I graduated from there because we had no place to 

do those things, so we always had to use a church. 

INTERVIEWER:   I think it rotated . . . because my capping was at 

First Baptist Decatur, and we graduated Wieuca Road so mine was exactly opposite from yours.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well I think that they got mad because we dripped 

candle wax on their carpets, so –  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh dear.    

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  There was some hoopla about that.  We couldn’t 

light them until we were – I don’t know what we did about that. 

INTERVIEWER:   That was beautiful ceremony.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It was.  It really was.  People don’t get that.  I felt 

for them.  It’s hard to stay committed, in your profession, and I‘ve been blessed that the young 

students keep me motivated and encouraged.  You know, they do.  They keep me young.  

Because I know their vernacular.  I know what’s going on with them.  I say things and my sons 

go, “How do you know about that?”  I go oh man . . . 

INTERVIEWER:   They’re college students. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I know more than you do.  I’ve been a – I went to 

American College Health Conference a few years ago.  I was the oldest member in the session. 

INTERVIEWER:   Oh goodness.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I was like, oh, my, gosh.  That wasn’t the entire 

assembly, but that particular session.  How many years have you been in college health?  I think 

I got a tee shirt or something. 

INTERVIEWER:   Good for you. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I’m real active in that.  It’s a good . . . you know it 

isn’t a specialty, in and of itself.  It’s so complicated now, with living in dorms, and meningitis, 

all preventive things, if you’re in healthcare, the list of things that students need now, the PA 

(physician’s assistant) the PT (physical therapy), nursing, and pharmacy.  It’ll change from 

semester to semester, even within the semester, based on their clinical site.   So this place would 

take a TB (tuberculosis) test, this one wanted a two part.  Next one wants a T-Spot only.  They’re 

a hundred and seven dollars, self-pay.  And you know, trying to keep abreast of that and support 
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the student in meeting those requirements.  That’s a whole lot of what we do now, as much as 

sick visits.  

INTERVIEWER:   It was simpler back a long time ago.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Oh, my, gosh, it was.  They have to do these 

expensive background checks, and you know drug tests . . .  They’re just like – I can’t believe 

how much – absolutely – they’re afraid, and well they should be. 

INTERVIEWER:   Do you um . . . after you graduated, what did you do 

right after you graduated?  Because you didn’t . . . it wasn’t too long though before you started 

working for the school of nursing. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I worked at ER (emergency room) three years after 

Georgia Baptist.  

INTERVIEWER:   Okay. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - hospital. Then it was so funny because the little 

health nurse they had . . .  Do you know Kathryn Ransbotham? 

INTERVIEWER:   Well yes, she was the director when I was there. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Me too.  Her sister was Adrianne.  Adrianne, and 

they were both nurses and they were both Georgia Baptist graduates and she was the health nurse 

at the time I was in ER.  So, you know, once every two or three weeks it’d roll over a student 

that fell or got cut or fainted, or whatever, and every time I’d say to her, “When you’re sick of 

this job, I want it. That’s my job.”  She’d laugh, “Okay.”  So I get a phone call two and a half, 

three years into it from Kathryn Ransbotham.  She goes, “Almond . . . no, no, you’re Johns 

now.”  I said, “Yes ma’am.”  She says, “You want to be the nurse, health nurse, here now? 

Adrianne’s going to take a job near her home.”  I said, “Well absolutely I’m interested in talking 

to you.”  “Okay, come on over here if you can get away today.”  So we talked for about an hour 

and she goes, “Okay, the job’s yours.  We’ll transfer you over here.” 

INTERVIEWER:   How funny.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I know.  

INTERVIEWER:   That’s great though. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It was great.  
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INTERVIEWER:   And then you’ve been with them ever since. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I have.  Twenty-seven years there and then we came 

over here in 2000.  That was a shock because I had been responsible for about four hundred 

students, and now I have over three thousand, and I’d never done care for men. 

INTERVIEWER:   Oh that’s true.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  So like, I don’t know nothing about caring for men.  

INTERVIEWER:   So there were no male students downtown at all? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   No, no, no, no. 

INTERVIEWER:   They didn’t start admitting men until they were out 

here? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  They were out here.  Maybe the first year – and it 

was way overdue.  I’m not complaining.  

INTERVIEWER:   It was.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I’m so proud of it . . . But it’s just that, I’m like, 

well that’s a whole side of it – and then of course after I transferred here I was under the 

pharmacy school because they ran the clinic. Yeah, they had two full-time nurses; one an RN 

with a BS – she didn’t have a BS – we had an RN and then another NP (nurse practitioner), and 

then they had me.  We had, like, fifteen hundred students.  Now they have just me four days, a 

part-time NP, and we have three thousand students now, and I cannot get any more help.  But 

again, I was really the one responsible for making them mandated insurance coverage.  And then, 

you know, I’d been riding it and riding it, with every meeting at administration, and they didn’t 

want to do it.  People won’t come to school here, that’s one more expense they can’t afford.  I’m 

like, you can’t afford not to have insurance.  Then pretty soon the clinical sites started requiring 

it.  So that got fixed and out of my hands and they had to do it.  But that is wonderful, though, 

because that way you have a – you know, we can’t - you can’t be their private healthcare 

providers.  And on this campus the predominant student population is graduate students.  They’re 

older.  They have more complicated things.  They come to us on a plethora of meds, and we 

can’t take all that over.  We can stabilize them and then refer them, to an endocrinologist or 

whatever they need but you know basically we do minor issues here.  Then a lot of getting them 

prepared to come into school, and then getting them prepared to go to clinical, whatever those 

requirements are. 
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INTERVIEWER:   So talk about the education that you received at 

Georgia Baptist. How did that help facilitate your transition into your nursing practice? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well I think they told us everything we needed to 

know.  They really did.  I never felt like there was something I didn’t know, and if I didn’t know 

it, I knew where to go look for it.  

INTERVIEWER:   Yes.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It made me very comfortable in my own skin.  Then 

three years in ER, following behind those doctors, then I learned to connect the dots – that 

certain things, you know, mean certain stuff.  I mean that was invaluable.  I can’t recommend 

that or some sort of urgent care setting for new graduates where they – you know, one guy was 

running down the hall with a big bee that flew in his ear.  A lady was walking in – “I’m having a 

baby!” – had her eighth baby down in her stretch pants.  Everything came through the door.  

Something different. So you stay well-versed in all sorts of things.  You didn’t get static in 

orthopedics, or surgical, or medical.  You had everything going on.  So you know I think that 

really helped too. 

INTERVIEWER:   So talk about, what events do you remember 

occurring while you were in school that helped make you a better nurse? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   In the world?  

INTERVIEWER:   Either way, because we’re going to get to that too, 

but anything that you remember that helps.  Things that may be events at the school that helped 

make it better?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   Well I have to say we didn’t have that many events 

because most of us didn’t – went home every weekend, and were engaged to those lives there, so 

there wasn’t a lot, in my opinion, going on. 

INTERVIEWER:   Were you involved in extracurricular activities, 

especially like before you got married and while you still lived in the dorm? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Not too much.  I really honed in on studying 

because, you know, I was so afraid that I wouldn’t be successful.  I was, you know, but I had a 

lot of anxiety about it.  I didn’t put myself out there for one more thing to do.  I was not 

interested in Nurse of the Year or anything – those people amazed me.  So I didn’t do a lot of 

that, I have to say. 
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INTERVIEWER:   That’s okay.  It is what it is.  They say 80 percent – 

or what is it, twenty percent – do the - run the things and everybody else is kind of attends. It has 

to work that way doesn’t it?  So how about events in the, like, in the world or in Atlanta? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I remember there was a huge nursing shortage and 

our hospital brought in a whole slew of Filipino nurses, and they couldn’t speak English, at all.  

They lived in the dorms with us because we rented them rooms –  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh did they?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - and some of the smells...  

INTERVIEWER:   - because they ate a lot of different foods-  

LINDA ALAMOND JOHNS: - a lot of spice, a lot of things that now are more 

culturally acceptable, but then we were like oh… and then get up on the elevator and bee bee bee 

bee – 

INTERVIEWER:   You couldn’t understand what they were saying?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  “You tie my shoe. I tie your shoe. You tie your 

shoe. I tie my tie.”  They’d look at us, and I’d say stop that, stop that . . .  So they – you know - I 

don’t know how –I don’t know how, but they managed to make do, and some of them stayed a 

long time –  

INTERVIEWER:   Oh did they, I worked with a couple of them and 

they were really –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - and they were awesome nurses when they got the 

grasp of the language and they didn’t have all these translating apps, you know, like we have 

now, thank God.  

INTERVIEWER:   They didn’t - did they – I mean I guess eventually 

they all moved out of the dorm? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  They were still there, but I was only there for two 

solid years.  So, I’m sure they did.  They probably got enough money under their belts that they 

could afford deposits and find a place to live.  You have to be able to drive.  You have to be able 

to do a lot of things that, and then, let me think, we had a lot of racial issues –  

INTERVIEWER:   How was it?  Because you were right at the 

beginning of the seventies where the civil rights –  
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LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I graduated in ’71 but I came in in ’68. Yeah, fall of 

’68. 

INTERVIEWER:   So that’s when it was still going on? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes.  Yes it was. We had a tunnel, as you recall, 

where we went underground, because sometimes they’d advise us it wouldn’t be safe. 

INTERVIEWER:   To go outside? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Or at least don’t go unless you’re escorted by 

somebody.  I never felt fearful.  I have no prejudices.  There were, and there and still are some 

issues–  

INTERVIEWER:   In that area around there?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  That was not the best.  I remember, we were in our 

dorm room watching the man walk on the moon.  That was probably our junior year.   I didn’t 

(have a TV), it was my roommates, but yeah, we could watch TV. 

INTERVIEWER:   That dorm, how was it, the way the rooms were?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  For that time, that was really nice.  

INTERVIEWER:   Those rooms were big.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  They were big.  At least that – you always have 

your own desk, and you always have your own sink.  You know, you only had to share the two 

other things and uh . . . for me, everything was brand new.  So I thought it was amazingly nice.  

And back then we paid – what we paid included uniforms – we didn’t buy them – and books, and 

food, unlimited food.  

INTERVIEWER:   Wow.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  So we all gained weight, of course.  So you know, it 

was a wonderful deal, for students.  And if we worked a shift, like 3 to 11 or 11 to 7, we went by 

there and picked up our dinner, in a paper bag.  They always packed us a sandwich, fruit, 

whatever - to take with you, so you’d have food.  

INTERVIEWER:   That was nice. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  They were very, very thoughtful.  Of course, we 

staffed the hospital.  I remember, as a junior, doing, um – charge and meds, you know.  
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INTERVIEWER:   And you gave meds– there wasn’t a nurse 

supervising you? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  There was my - my teacher but she was all through 

the whole medical center – Joanne Patterson.  I’ll never forget.  She’d call us, “how you doing 

there?”  If we had any questions.  That’s when the meds were on the little colored cards, and you 

wrote how you were giving it with the soufflé cups. 

INTERVIEWER:   I remember those –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - the tab that’s in there, and took them in and 

checked their band and, you know, watched them take them, and . . .  I’ll never forget, we had a 

jerk resident, his name was [King?] his daddy, senior,  was in there one afternoon when whoever 

was supposed to do charge had called out so it was me and two – what were they called - nursing 

assistants.  So I was doing charge and one was doing meds, and they were an order you know, 

you took the order book, and the other took the other side, and they did all the treatments. He 

came in, “I need a nurse! I need a real nurse!”  I said, “Well I need a real doctor too, Dr. King.  

We’re all we’ve got. You want to do rounds or not?”  And he said, “I like you, let’s go do 

rounds.”  I mean, you know, you had to learn to kind of stand up to people.  Getting up and 

letting them have your desk, we did that . . . wouldn’t do that today, although I’m very kind to 

our doctor.  He’s nice. He’s older than me, but still, I think some of that was a bit overrated.  I 

don’t know why we put up with it, but we did.  

INTERVIEWER:   Your hip is hurting there –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   - no it’s okay.  

INTERVIEWER:   How about, things that you did that contributed to 

your enjoyment of your time in nursing, talk a little bit about that.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   We used to go out and do what we called patio sing.  

It wasn’t just choir, but some people were in the choir.  But we would go out.  You know how 

the dorm was here – it was a U – the older wing, the new wing, the new wing – and we’d go out 

there and sing on the lawn, and people would open the windows.  You could just see them, they 

were so happy. Then at Christmas we would go, and carol.  We had permission to go and carol 

up and down the halls.  So to me that was just really special because it was so meaningful to the 

patients.  So that’s the main highlight that comes to mind - the patio sing and then the caroling 

during the holidays.  Of course we lit a tree and we had a – this was, I was a student, I was going 

to talk to you about the establishment band when I first came to work there but I wasn’t a student 

then –  
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INTERVIEWER:   That’s okay; it was still in the 70s, right? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  We had a band called The Establishment.  They all 

wore cutoff blue jeans, and funny caps, and we would sing all sorts of crazy country western 

songs.  The ones that could play instruments would play, and students would come and they just 

loved it. You know we had these songs pass that bedpan to and fro – the nursing songs – and 

they would just crack up laughing – and we did that at Christmas, usually, and we had a tree, and 

for people who couldn’t get home or weren’t home yet it was a real treat for them. It was a treat 

for us, too.  

INTERVIEWER:   So that was faculty members then, dressed up?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes.  Yes.  And staff.  I’d say faculty.  I was never a 

teacher, but we were all staff and faculty, yes, absolutely.  Shirley Rawlins was in it.  Sylvia 

Rayfield was in it.  Joanna Greene was in it.  I don’t know if you ever knew her.  

INTERVIEWER:   I had her.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yeah, and Cecilia Owens – a lot of us.  Laney was 

in it, ah Greer.  

INTERVIEWER:   So that must have been more towards the end of the 

70s because I think Joanna Greene graduated early –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  She was with me.  We were in the same class.  

INTERVIEWER:   So she started working there pretty soon after she 

graduated.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  She worked in orthopedics at Georgia Baptist.  

INTERVIEWER:   - and then became a faculty member. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Right. Later on.  

INTERVIEWER:   It’s amazing to me how many faculty members 

were working there so soon after they graduated. 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  We worked before we took boards.  We were called 

a GN (graduate nurse), a Graduate Nurse, yeah.  We didn’t take boards probably for a month and 

a half.  We could work until we got our results.  
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INTERVIEWER:   And then so many of you started working in the 

School of Nursing, after just a short amount of time –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Right. I did, after three years.  

INTERVIEWER:   What about some of the struggles that you 

encountered? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  I think the thing is - your empathy and sympathy for 

your patients. It really could get under your skin. It was really hard not to carry home.   My very 

first patient had esophageal cancer, had a trach.  She wouldn’t talk . . . I would just cry about it . . 

.  a guy had a stroke and wanted you to help him use the urinal. I came home and said like,  “I 

touched –I’ve never seen a penis oh my God,” but he needed help, and you have to rise above all 

of that and go sure I’ll help you . . .  And we were so young.  I mean, I was just not educated.  

Back then, you know, people didn’t –  

INTERVIEWER:   - had lived a sheltered life –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Yes, yes I had.  Those kinds of things and . . . the 

patients, and the things that we saw, you know, the way they would give up or – how many 

would rally – wouldn’t be defined by their disease or their injury, and you know, that was 

inspirational.  That’s the biggest thing. I’d call my mother sometimes and say Come and get me, 

“I don’t want to stay here anymore” – and she’d say, “Well, if you still feel like that by the 

weekend, we’ll come and get you.”  She knew I wouldn’t, but anyway.  

INTERVIEWER:   That was a wise thing that she said.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  She was patient with me.  Of course we didn’t all 

have cars.  None of us had cars.  Even my mother didn’t have a car.  She and Dad shared a car.  

You know, it was just a different time.  

INTERVIEWER:   It was, yeah, absolutely.  So about the – the Civil 

Rights movement had ended in the 60s and so they were putting into play, and then the Vietnam 

War was still going on – 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   Oh yeah, my husband was number 62, but he had a 

deferral because at that time he was a licensed minister, not ordained.  Once he got through 

college he didn’t go that route because of, sad to say, money- $18,000 a year, but he got deferred 

on those grounds or he would’ve been in the first bunch to go, and also a sole surviving son.  
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INTERVIEWER:   So by the time he graduated the war was over, in 

’73, you were married by then – but I guess that didn’t really matter than - 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  We watched that first draft on television.  We all 

did.  Heard those numbers, and some of the girls would start to cry because they knew their 

fiancés or whatever got number four or number ten or whatever.  Yeah, it was just sad.  Seeing it 

– it was the first war that was on TV, and you really saw the destruction and the injuries- their 

friends and they’re still not right, the fallout to their family was so dramatic.  War is terrible.  

INTERVIEWER:   The economy was bad in the 70s.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   Yes, it was.  

INTERVIEWER:   Did that have a big influence on your choice to be a 

nurse?  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Well, I think my first check was $2.85 an hour.  I 

ran across a check stub when we moved out of our last house into this house and I went oh my 

God, and then I found one that was like $3.05.  We got nickel raises, but it seemed like a lot of 

money because you weren’t making that much.  Then the gas problem was an issue, where they 

closed the gas stations on the weekends and you couldn’t go anywhere or – worried about having 

enough gas to get to school or get to work.  That was something that was pretty crazy.  That was 

Nixon. 

INTERVIEWER:   The seventies was an interesting decade.  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  It was.  

INTERVIEWER:   You had him, and then Ford after him.  He was 

never really elected, was he? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Poor Ford.  He got it by default.  He [Nixon] 

resigned, so he [Ford] got to go into office.  

INTERVIEWER:  Then Jimmy Carter, that was from here –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  Everybody’s so proud of him, and I think a good 

man. 

INTERVIEWER:    He is…  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  - but I don’t think he was a good president. 
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INTERVIEWER:   He didn’t really help to bring the country out of 

the… yeah –  

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:  We’ll have to hold our nose if we vote this year, 

won’t we –  

INTERVIEWER:   Well that’s all the questions I have.  Do you have 

anything else that you want to say, any other memories? 

LINDA ALMOND JOHNS:   I can’t except for I’ll always be grateful for my 

education and cherish all the people that helped me to obtain it.  I tell people all the time, I’ve 

never regretted being a nurse.  It makes you a better mother, a better friend, a better wife, a better 

daughter-in-law.  You know, it’s so many facets of your life.  You can ease their suffering or 

help them with some education, and to me that’s probably one of the best things you could be.  

INTERVIEWER:   Thank you so much. 

 

 

 


