
YorkTown July 13th 1861 
My Dear Ma or Pa [day] 
I arrived here safely day before yesterday (Thursday), and found all of our relations well 
& harty.  I was mustered in yesterday morning and we worked on the breastworks 
yesterday.  I stood it finely.  We are not compelled to work hard, we can rest whenever 
we please. Some of the don’t work any scarcely, but they are lazy.  There are a good 
many persons in our regiment sick. 
I have not been sick any yet.  I am going to be very careful so as not to be sick .  I left all 
of the Cedar Town camp very well.  
It is now about 7 oclock and we have drilled about a half hour this morning.  I am now 
very well satisfied.  We have a great deal better fare then you suppose.  I am in a very 
nice mess.  I just eat from for the first time this morning.  Have been eating with Fred 
until now. The boys think the world of that cake we brought.  I tell you cake goes very 
well in camps.  We have some of it yet.  I wouldn’t care if we had a bushel more.  Fred 
says he thinks I had better have a thick coat for winter.  
I wish you would send me my blue broadcloth coat that I left in the open part of my 
trunk.  
If grand-pa comes up you may be able to send it up by him.   
We rode on a steamer from Westpoint to Yorktown.  Our camps are pitched about one 
hundred and fifty yards from the river. I went in washing yesterday evening.  The water is 
very salty.  
Yorktown is a small place but well fortified.  We have breastworks on every side but that 
side facing the river and we have cannon commanding the river.  I don’t believe 50000 
men could take it. I have not been on guard yet.  There is a boat that runs from Westpoint 
to this place daily. I hear we have about 15000 men about there.  There was a small battle 
about 13 or 20 miles from here yesterday our troops whipped them and took 11 prisoners 
among whom were 2 Lieuts. Our troops killed seven (7) but lost none.  The prisoners are 
here at Yorktown I have not seen them yet.  Our camps are pitched on a hill in a pine 
head.  I would not care if the Yankees would attack us now, we have good breastworks.  
We will have to go out and drill again in a few minutes.  
Yorktown is not a very warm place.  We have breezes from the bay. Kitt is well and 
getting on finely.  He won’t be allowed to be lazy up here. 
 Fred Wimberly (Dr’s Fred) send his respects to you both. 
I will close for the present and resume again after drill. 
I have come back from drill and they “faut us through.” A whole battalion drilled 
together and they made us charge bayonets and double quick about 15 minutes.  
I am sure if I am not killed camp life will do me good. 
I heard not long ago that they had brought in a few more Yankees this morning.  I hope 
they will continue to bring them in until all are in our power.   
I am afraid they will not attack Yorktown.  I want to go down and se them some time 
today.  
Ma! If you can send anything “good to eat” by Grandpa I wish you would do it.  That 
silver cake goes splendidly here.  But we have very good fare much better than I 
expected.  We can go down to the wharf almost anytime and see Lincoln’s “ships of war” 
standing off nine or ten mils (the blockading vessels. But he don’t do well blockading us 
for we can get so much to eat as we want and that’s enough for us.  I wish you could be 



here to see the breastworks, there is a continual breeze sweeping over our camps most all 
the time. I think Judson has improved very much since he was here.  The men say he can 
stand a long march as well as anyone and I believe I can. 
I must close as Fred wants to add a subscript.  Give my love to all the family and 
families.  Tell the young ladies to learn to shoot for the Yankees are numerous. 
Your affectionate son 
Henry Bunn 
Dear Uncle, 
As Henry has left a small space for me, I will try to fill it out though he has written 
everything of importance.  I was very glad to see the boys and after laboring hard, have 
succeeded in getting them into a new tent and into a good mess.  Two of old Uncle 
Charlie Tharps sons and one of Mr. Nelsons, thorough going practical and moral men 
Corp. Tharp is a member of the church and assists in prayers before the company.  They 
will live very well, I would have crowded them into my new tent had I not been able to 
get this new one, and the right kind of men for them to be with.  I enjoyed the cake 
astonishingly.  Give much love to all of your family, Your aff nephew F. D. Wimberly 
 


