
Yorktown 
Cappahasie wharf 10 miles above 
Sept 12th 1861 
  
Dear Ma 
You will see by the way I head my letter that I am not at Yorktown. Yesterday morning I 
and Fred (Hury) Wimberly and several others of our company came up the river on the 
boat to this place to recruit our health. I have been having fevers daily for several days. 
So I thought it best to come up.  I am about 2 ½ miles from the river at one of the nicest 
places I ever saw, with Fred, Frank Johnson and Dr. Roberts.  Dr. Roberts is pretty sick 
with fever.  I took Quinine a good deal for my fever and I think I am very nearly well of 
it now. 
We are in the nicest sort of a family, they are very wealthy and don’t charge the soldiers 
anything. There is another man here besides four from our company, who are here, 
making five in all. We have a nice little outer-house plastered and fixed up well to sleep 
in.  We arrived here yesterday morning, came up on the boat.  I am near the place where 
Aunt Sarah and Cousin Isie will stay.  I expect them about Sunday. Fred has gone to 
Richmond now to meet them.  He got on the boat yesterday here, as we got off. We have 
other men from our co. who are around about there in the country recruiting up.  If we 
don’t recover soon it will not be for want of good treatments for they treat us as well as if 
we were members of the family.  I left Kitt complaining some but not sick.  (We have 
lately discharged a man from our co. on account of ill health. 
1st Lieut Crocker expects to resign and go home on account of his health in a few days.  
That will leave us with only one Lieut, that is Fred.  He has been a little unwell for a 
week past.  We have lost 8 men and discharged several.  Our company has lost more men 
than any other company in the Rgt. We have had pretty hard times standing guard. I use 
my overcoat and enamel cloth. Bu I have never had to stand guard in the rain yet.  But I 
guess I will have to do so before the winter is through.  We are expecting to hear of a 
large battle about Washington soon.  I wish Wool would attack us at Yorktown.  We are 
most all tired of doing nothing. 
You or Pa asked how we got papers.  The boat brings them from Richmond and we buy 
them and that way we get papers a day after they are printed.  We don’t send after them, 
but buy them when they are brought down by the boat, which sails from Yorktown to 
Westpoint every day. (We have two negroes the two Freds (Joshua and Henry). They do 
all of our cooking both of them being very good cooks! 
I have not received any pay from the Government yet but we expect to be paid soon.  
When we are paid, we will receive pay for nearly two months and $21 for clothing.  We 
will then have money enough to do us a good while. (We have a good deal to buy such as 
cabbages and other vegetables. Our mess has about the best fare of any in the company.  
We send our cooks out into the country to get us provisions.  
I heard about 25 or 30 guns pretty heavy down on the James river the other day, but I 
can’t tell what they meant.  We are not expecting any attack here soon. Col. Colquitt is 
very well and is still commander of Yorktown Lieut Col. Newton still commands our 
regiment I don’t know when I shall return to Yorktown, but not until I am well. 
I am afraid there will be a bloody battle at Washington before long, but I do hope our 
forces will take it.  I have told you before what we would need.  We will want more than 



one blanket apiece. Love to pa and all the children. Respects to all the neighbors and to 
Aunt Mary and family Mr. Bass. Tell Tom I will answer his letter in a day or two just 
read it a day or two ago.  Love to negroes.  Your son H. Bunn 
I forgot to tell you. I received Pa’s letter a day or two ago. Was glad to get it. 
 
 


