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CHURCH COVENANT 
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord 

Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and on profession of our faith, having been 
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
we do now in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most solemnly 
and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ. 

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in 
Christian love, to strive for the advancement of this Church in knowledge, 
holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain 
its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully 
and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the Church, 
and the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations. 

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously 
educate our children, to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; 
to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in 
our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, 
back-biting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and use of in
toxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance 
the kingdom of our Saviour. 

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to re
member each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to 
cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy of speech; to be slow 
to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules 
of our Saviour to secure it without delay. 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place we will, as 
soon as possible, unite with some other church, where we can carry out the 
spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's Word. 

This is the Church Covenant taken from Pendleton's "Church Manual." 

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
(Adopted at Centennial Session of Convention, Miami, Florida, 1945) 

Preamble 
From time to time through all our modern history, Baptists have de

clared their principles which define their meaning and mission in relation to 
the gospel and in relation to the world. Surely, now when the world is 
writhing in terrific crisis we are under obligation to restate our principles, 
to make clear that our faith is good news for all mankind. It is with this 
sense of obligation and with this purpose that the Southern Baptist Con
vention, at its Centennial meeting, undertakes to state afresh the basic 
principles that we must proclaim to the whole world in our day. 

Principles 
Our distinctive belief is our Doctrine of Man in the personal order of life, 

that is, what God says concerning man. 
(1) God places infinite and eternal value on the individual man and 

makes him the focal unit in all His dealings with mankind. 
(2) Every man is endowed by the Creator with competence as a person 

to deal with God and with his fellowmen in all rightful relations. 

(3) God gives to the individual man natural, inalienable rights and priv
ileges which should be recognized in human society. These rights should 
not be violated by compulsion or by undue constraint or restraint so as in 
any wise to interfere with the individual's free functioning as a unit in all 
relationships. 

(4) Man consequently has supreme and compelling responsibility under 
God for the full realization of his possibilities as a human being, for seeking 
and receiving fellowship with God, and for fulfilling the purposes of God 
in all human relations. To the end of this divine economy for humanity, 
God has provided in the gospel of Christ, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, for the renewal of the individual soul by regeneration and for its 
response through the grace of God to the divine ideal. 

Out of this doctrine of the individual grows the Baptist conviction con
cerning all aspects of religious experience and life. 

First, this religious experience of regeneration and conversion is the 
beginning of the Christian life and is prerequisite to church membership. 

Second, the local church, a voluntary fellowship of baptized believers, 
is responsible directly and only to Christ, the Creator and Head of the 
church. It is a demoncratic body in which all the members are equally 
free and responsible participants. Its divinely called ministry is chosen by 
the church itself under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Third, the one and only authority in faith and practice is the New Tes
tament as the divinely inspired record and interpretation of the supreme 
revelation of God through Jesus Christ as Redeemer, Saviour and Lord. 

Fourth, this basic belief demands the separation of church and state. 
Each must be left free to serve in its own divinely appointed sphere for the 
welfare of mankind; but neither undertaking to control the other or to be 
supported as such by the other. 

Fifth, the comprehensive statement of all these doctrines is contained 
in our insistence upon religious liberty. By this we mean, and must mean, 
not only freedom of individual worship and fellowship without interference 
by the state; but we mean also specifically and insistently the right of 
propaganda through evangelism, education, and the development of Chris
tian institutions. This we claim not as for ourselves, but for all men of 
all religious beliefs and of all theories of social order which are not obviously 
immoral or detrimental to the common welfare of men; and we demand 
this not as a concession or toleration, but as a basic right under God. 

Fields of Application 
These basic principles find the spheres of their operation in all the prin

ciples concerns of humanity. The Christian movement is not isolated from 
the common concerns and life of mankind, but as a declarative, prophetic 
movement charged with a gospel for men in all relations, is a leavening and 
instructing agency in the midst of society for the good of the human race 
and the glory of God in the coming of His Kingdom. 

(1) To this comprehensive end, Christians are under obligation to seek 
for true Christian unity in experience and spiritual fellowship; and for the 



voluntary cooperation of all Christian believers in the total work for which 
the gospel is designed. This cooperation should not issue in any ecclesiastical 
overlordship of the individually redeemed or their churches. 

(2) Recognizing the divine sovereignty over all the people of the world, 
we must do all possible to prevent the organization of the world on the 
principles of materialism, selfish nationalism, arrogant imperialism and 
power politics; but rather insist upon the principles of the oneness of 
humanity, the rights of all men alike under God, and the Christian ideals 
of brotherhood, justice and truth, remembering that God's supreme word 
for the organized life of humanity is righteousness. 

(3) To this end it is necessary to resist all inequalities of basic rights 
and privileges in the church and in society, which arise out of racial prides 
and prejudices, economic greed, and class distinctions; everywhere pro
claiming and practicing human brotherhood under the will and purpose of 
God. 

(4) Our Christian faith repudiates and opposes all forms of exploita
tion, manipulation or neglect and indifference on the part of any section 
of our human race by any other section on any and every pretext whatso
ever. The Christian religion lies at the base of all. In it alone is there 
hope of the application of these principles in other relations of men. 

It is especially urgent therefore, at this time, that these principles 
should be recognized when we are face to face with the necessity for the 
reconstruction, the rehabilitation and the reorientation of the lives of all 
peoples and the corporate life of humanity. Upon the Christian forces 
lies the responsibility for introducing now the gospel, the purpose and the 
power of God unto salvation for all men. 

There can be a Christian order only as it is constituted of and by 
genuine Christians. Neither the world nor any part of the world can be 
organized and conducted on Christian principles except as there are Chris
tians incorporating these principles. Here lies the imperative for an 
immediate undertaking for worldwide and thorough evangelizing of all peo
ples. Christian missions must be comprehensive, thorough and universal. 
New men are essential to a new world. 

RULES OF ORDER 
I. The Pastor, or in his absence any member appointed, shall act as 

Moderator of all business meetings of the Church. 

II. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to keep order; and in case the 
Church is equally divided on any question, he shall give the casting vote. 

III. The meeting shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
IV. The order of business shall be: 

1. Reading of minutes of previous meeting. 
2. The reception of members by experience or letter. 
3. Granting letters of dismission. 
4. Reports of committees. 
5. Unfinished business. 
6. New or miscellaneous business. 

V. A motion before the Church must be disposed of before another mo
tion can be entertained, unless the motion be to amend, postpone, or ad
journ, or call for the previous question. 

VI. The Moderator may speak on any question by calling on any brother 
to preside in his place. 

VII. Every member who speaks shall rise and first address the Moder
ator. 

VIII. The Church in conference shall entertain no proposition for dis
cussion which has not been presented on motion of one member and sec
onded by another. 

IX. On any point of order a member may appeal from the Moderator to 
the Church, whose decision shall be final. 

X. All questions, except that on reception of members, shall be decided 
by the vote of a majority. 

USE OF RECORD BOOK 
This Broadman Record Book has been revised to include suggestions 

made by a large number of church clerks. It is hoped that it will meet 
the needs of the largest number of churches in the Southern Baptist Con
vention. It is designed to meet the needs of the church with fewer than 
1,000 members. 

Space is provided for listing of names in both alphabetical and chron
ological order. Alphabetical lists are provided for both resident and non
resident members. The chronological list is the permanent church roll. An 
alphabetical index is provided for the chronological roll for the convenience 
of the church clerks. 

Two pages have been inserted which should make the book of greater 
historical significance. The first is a page where the summary for each 
year may be listed. The second is a section where the church officers for 
each year may be listed. 

Suggestions for the improvement of the Broadman Record Book will 
be appreciated. 

PORTER ROUTH, Secretary 
Department of Survey, Statistics, and 

Information 

The Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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a&LO - ŷ sCslsC+*̂ &/' 

<-/->£&* jP*̂ s 

/ 

» 

tC  ̂SLA 

wl>/ ^ ^ ^ 

/Sp̂ SyyiS. 

__• ;  Ô huy-Ĉ . 
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ydjc-JLuj 

yWjbu 

MINUTES OF CHURCH BUSINESS 
(i 



MINUTES OF CHURCH BUSINESS 

U.--U *)HL' jC 
-faJkfo^ t^C.K 

C lux^,l 

L ̂ fiv , 1 
'LST— Q (%sjfZ*sJi /7 ' 
 ̂ 0 I 

~/j\^- Co-c^jo-^X 
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