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NOT1CB. 

If this notice is marked with a blue pen- 
cil, it shows your subscription has expired. 
A prompt renewal will be highly appre- 
ciated. 

Have Faith. 

God never would send you the darkness 
If He felt you could bear the light; 

But you would not cling to His guiding hand 
If the way were always bright: 

And you would not care to walk by faith, 
Could you always walk by sight. 

So he sends you the blinding darkness, 
And the furnace of seven-fold heat; 

*Tis the only way, believe me, 
To keep you close to His feet, 

For *tis always so easy to wander 
When our lives are glad and sweet. 

Then nestle your hand in your Father’s, 
And sing, if you can, as you go; 

Your song may cheer some one behind you 
Whose courage is sinking low; 

And, well, if your lips do quiver— 
God will love you better so. 

Treasurer’s Report for February, or From 
30th of January to 28th of February, 1900. 

W. M. S., Jackson Hill ch., Atlanta; 
Foreign missions, (Bible Woman in 
China). $4.00, State missions $1.11; W. M. 
S., Statesboro ch., Foreign missions $3.50; 
W. M. S., Union ch., Home missions, 
(Cuba), $2.00; Francis A. Chelder M. S., 
Madison ch., Foreigh missions, $8.00; (of 
which $3.00 is for Mrs. McCollum, Japan), 
Home missions $5.00; W. M. S., 6th ch., 
Atlanta, State missions $2.00; W. M. S., 
1st ch., Rome, Foreigh missions, (Miss 
Wilcox, Brazil) $25.00; Home missions 
(Cuba), 50c.; W. M. S., Enon ch., Home 
missions, (Cuba), $3.00; W. M. S., Bush 
Arbor ch., Home missions, (Cuba), $2.50; 
W. M. 8., Cedar Creek ch., Home missions 
(Cuba), $2.00; W. M. 8., Milledgeville ch., 
Foreign missions, $10.19; W. M. 8. Vine- 
ville ch., Macon, Foreign missions, $3.00; 

Home missions, $3.00; State missions, $3.04; 
W. M. S., J ackson ch., Foreign missions 
$7.00 W. M. S., Perry ch., Foreign mis- 
sions $5.00; W. M. S., Summerville ch., 
State missions $1.89; W. M. S., Bowman’s 
ch., Home missions $10.10; Busy Bees, 
Jackson Hill ch., Atlanta, State missions 
50c.: W. M. S., Crestin ch., Augusta, For- 
eign missions 85c. Home missions 85c, 
State missions 90c; W. M. S., Tabernacle 
ch., Atlanta, Foreign missions, (Miss 
Parker, China), $10.00; W. M. and Aid 
Society, 1st ch., Savannah, Foreign mis- 
sions $25.00 W. M. S., Toccoa ch., Home 
missions $3.15 W. M. S., Greensboro ch., 
Foreign missions $4.05; W. M. S., Elber- 
ton ch., Foreign missions $2.00 Home 
missions $2.00, State missions $3,000; W. 
M. S., Kirkwood ch., Foreign missions 
$3.00, Home missions $3.00, State mis- 
sions $8.00; Sunbeam Society, Waynes- 
boro ch„ Foreign missions $1.01 (of which 
51c. is for Africa 50c for Japan); W. M. S., 
Raccoon Mills ch., Mercer University 70c; 
W. M. S. Chelsea ch., Mercer University, 
$1.50 Xmas offering to China; W. M. S., 
Statesboro eh., $3.60; Francis A. Childer 
M. S., Madison ch., $3.35; W. M. S., 1st 
ch. Rome $10.95; W. M. 8. Chelsea ch., 
$1.00 W. M. S., Milledgeville ch., $12.00; 
W. M. S., Capitol Ave. ch., Atlanta, $9.40 
“Junior Union” Capitol Ave ch., Atlanta, 
$3.30 W. M. S., Fellowship ch., $5.00; W. 
M. S., 2nd ch., Augusta, $7.80; W. M. S., 
Pleasant Grove ch., $2.00; W. M. S., Cur- 
tis ch., Augusta, $4.25; W. M. S., Toccoa 
ch., $4.00; W. M. S., 1st ch., Macon $15.96; 
Medical Mission Fund; W. M. S., Union 
ch., $1.00; Francis A. Childer M. S., Madi- 
son ch., 25cts; W. M. 8., Milledgeville ch., 
$3.00 W. M. S., Dalton ch., $5.00; W. M. 
S , 1st ch., Fitzgerald ch., $1.00 W. M. S., 
Duffy St. ch., Savannah, $1.00; W. M. 8., 
1st ch., Rome Indigent Missions, $2.00; W. 
M. S„ College Park ch., Ministerial Edu- 
cation, (Semimary) $100.00; Mission Mess- 
enger, Mrs. D. M. Cason Mayfield, $1.03; 
Mrs. B. L. Willingham, Macon, 60c.; Or- 

phans Home W. W. S., Stone Mountain 
ch., $3.35; “Earnest Workers.” Eatonton 
ch., $3 00. Total (or each object; Foreign 
missions $111.60; Home missions $37.10; 
State missions $15.44; Mercer University 
$1.70; Xmas offering to China $82.51; 
Medical missions $11.25; Indigent missions 
$2.00; Ministerial Education (Seminary) 
$100.00; Mission Messenger $1.53; Or- 
phan’s Home $6.35. Total for all objects 
$369.58. 

Mrs. E. G. Willingham, 
Treas. of W. M. U. of Ga. 

66 Highland Ave., Atlanta Ga. 

Some Pictures of Only Yesterday. 

Like the scenes in a panorama those pic- 
tures pass before my mental vision as I 
sit in my quiet room to-day. Shall I help 
yon to see them? 

It is at the back entrance of our Chapel. 
I sit waiting as the passers-by are invited 
to come in to hear the Gospel. One after 
another, comes and listens. They have 
listened to me, and now, they want me to 
listen to them. Something in the quiet con- 
versational way of teaching, seems to draw 
them out. Something in the statement 
that the God we love is One who pities and 
to Him they can tell their sorrows, seems to 
awaken a longing to tell out their hearts’ 
grief to these, His messengers. They crave 
human sympathy. The unseen God is so 
far away. Until they have learned to do 
so, prayer to Him seems almost like talk- 
ing to the winds. 

First, there is a slave girl—sold by her 
parents, in their deep poverty, when she 
was a very little child. Years of slavery 
have not crushed out the longing for home 
and mother-love. Her loneliness is hard 
to bear. 

Next comes a widowed mother. Her 
heart is burdened with the weight of care. 
Three fatherless children in the old grand- 
father’s home and only a little over a dollar 
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a month paid as wages to send back to the 
hungry children. Her poverty is hard to 
bear. 

After this, a tired, weak, thinly clad, 
woman with a fretful child on her back. 
The child has had one abscess after another 
until mother and child are both worn out. 
It is hungry too, as I found out by the 
readiness with which it took the offered 
food. At home, the old grandfather was 
ill—go helpless, as to need constant lifting 
and care. He could not be left long 
enough even for her to take the sick child 
to the hospital. After he dies, she will 
have more time to do more for the little 
sufferer. The sickness, weariness and 
want were very hard to bear. 

An old woman next comes. “I've 
stopped to rest a little,’’ she remarks, “and 
I thought I might hear something which 
would give my heart comfort.” Hers was 
no recent sorrow, though none the lighter 
because she had been bearing it for twenty 
years. Her only child—a boy of seven— 
had been stolen from her. She was alone 
in the world and had none on whom to 
lean. The long lost son, if restored to her, 
might be her comfort and stay in her de- 
clining years. She yearned for a sight of 
the dear face again. It might never be 
granted. Her loss was indeed a bitter one, 
very hard to bear. 

They have gone—not quite as they came. 
A little less lonely,burdened, and sorrowful, 
because they have been told of “a God who 
cares,” and they will try to cast their bur- 
den upon Him. 

How many such cheerless, comfortless, 
aching hearts there are in this great city 
with a million and a half heathen. May 
they find a way through their sorrows up 
to God—“the God of all consolation.” And 
as they look beyond and think of what 
may be, to them, an eternity of woe, may 
they come to Him in penitence and faith 
and learn to rejoice in Him as “the God of 
their salvation.” 

Lula E. Whilden. 
Canton, China, Nov. 18, 1899. 

wagon, and its travels quite as fast. And 
when it becomes true in general that our 
sense of help giving pity for the condition 
of the unfortunate, the poverty-stricken, 
the erring, and the criminal, is as strong as 
our sense of outraged justice over their 
misdoings, we shall have established truer 
relations between man and man. More 
salve and less caustic is what society’s sores 
need. The idea for which the ambulance 
stands needs a larger recognition to bring 
it into due proportion with the idea behind 
the patrol wagon. 

Our society held an interesting meeting 
February fifth, 

We had several short talks on Japan. 
Our president, Mrs. Mallory, and the" 

ladies who assisted her, told of their visits 
to the societies of the colored churches. 
We received a warm welcome and all 
seemed to enjoy and be helped by Mrs. 
Mallory’s Bible talks. 

Several ladies told what their servants 
had said of the meetings and the good ac- 
complished. 
1 The roll was called, and a committee ap- 
pointed to revise it. 

We have an earnest, faithful band each 
willing to do what the master would have 
her do. 

Our society is looking forward with 
pleasure to a visit from Mrs. Ashburn, of 
Atlanta. 

Julia Spakks, 
First Church, Macon, Ga. 

The Lesson of the Ambulance. 

Pity should travel as fast to succor the 
unfortunate as justice to overtake the guil- 
ty. The ambulance now has equal right 
of way on the streets with the police patrol 

Canton, China, Nov. 20, 1899. 
Miss Annie W. Armstrong, 

Dear Sister:—Your kind letter was re- 
ceived some four weeks ago, while I was 
away in the country. I have been trying 
for some time to answer it, but have not 
yet had time. 

We are all feeling sad over Miss White’s 
departure, and yet we are glad that she has 
at last started to take a much needed rest. 
She left here the third and sailed from 
Hong Kong the fourth. I hardly know 
how we will get along without her. She 
certainly will be very much missed. The 
girls in the Boarding school can hardly 
talk about her without crying, from all the 
Chinese I hear the same tale “how can we 

spare Miss White?” She certainly has 
won the hearts of all. 

I spoke of being away in the country 
when I received your letter. Miss Whil- 
den and I went to Sun Wooi. Were gone 
ten days. Miss White was with us a few 
days. 

At one village we visited we had to 
leave, or at least it seemed best to do so. 
We got there one morning about nine 
o’clock. That morning I did not go on 
shore for several reasons. All the morning 
the boys were bad, and a good many rocks 
were thrown at the boat, but no damage 
done. The place is called Hgoi Hoi (Out- 
side Sea). It is one village, all the same 
surname, with about 10,000 inhabitants. 
While it is called one village, it is divided 
up into about a dozen different divisions, 
each one a little distance from the other. 

In the afternoon I went with Miss 
White to the home of one of the Christians- 
Quito a crowd followed us, and the bad 
boys were numerous, but nothing very un- 
usual. Tuesday, as it did not seem best 
for us all three to leave the boat, I stayed. 
Miss White went off in one direction and 
Miss Whilden in another. 

Miss Whilden came back about one, but 
as Miss White did not come we decided 
to have dinner. I did not think it any 
way strange when it was two and still 
Miss White had not come. Between two 
and three I saw a chair coming along the 
bank with Miss White in it. She and her 
Bible woman had been stoned, and while 
not hurt, the nervous strain had been too 
much for Miss White, and she was com- 
pletely unnerved. We could not get away 
that night as the tide was too low, but left 
early next morning. 

I have charge of Miss White’s day schools 
now, two in Canton and two in the country. 
Of the two in Canton, I visit one every 
Wednesday, and the other every Friday. 
On Friday I quite often go early, about 
ten o’clock or after, and spend several 
hours visiting in the homes around the 
school. My Bible woman and I have 
more invitations than we can begin to ac- 
cept. I do not know whether it is mostly 
curiosity to see me or not. I know some 
seem very much interested in the Gospel, 
while others want to know all about me. 
Time will show which are really inter- 
ested. 
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I still spend most of tlie morning with 
my teacher, and of course there is much 
study that I must do alone. Monday after- 
noon I spend several hours in the girls’ 
boarding school. Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons I have no regular work. Some 
times I go to the Schools again and visit in 
the homes around, and other times I spend 
the time in study. 

"We are having some delightful weather 
now. Fall has been very late beginning 
this year. The last letters from home tell 
of having fires. We have not yet put 
away summer clothes, but it is about time 
now. This is the most delightful time of 
the year. That is, October, November and 
December. This year, October was hot 
and cloudy, a very unusual thing. 

We have had letters from Miss White, 
mailed in Shanghai and Japan. She had 
not been sea-sick, and was doing very well, 
though feeling very blue. It has evidently 
been a very hard wrench to leave the work, 
and she longs to be back again. I suppose 
by this time she must be nearing Honolulu. 

Mother is better now and is doing some 
work in the schools, all that she can. She 
is nothing like strong, so the household 
cares and the children are almost as much 
as she can manage. 

We are very much distressed over Dr. 
Graves’ continued weakness. 

It is growing late and my eyes are giv- 
ing me a gentle reminder that I must be 
careful. * 

Pray for us and our work. 
Yours in the Master’s work, 

Anna W. Green®. 

Pingtu, Shantung, China, Nov. 6,1900. 
My Dear Miss Armstrong: 

It gave great pleasure to receive such a 
nice, long letter from you. It cheers our 
hearts to get such letters 

Thanks for the annual report and prayer 
card. I am always interested in the work 
of our sisters at home. Am glad they 
were able to report such good contributions 
for tne past year. 

The Tong Lai Association (Chinese) met 
with us in Pingtu during the last days of 
October. It was a nice break in the mo- 
notony of our lives. The native Christians 
entertained all the Chinese delegates, 
while we took care of all the foreign mis- 

sionaries. Besides Mr. and Mrs. Lowe, 
who still board with us, we had Dr. and 
Mrs Hartwell and Mr. Pruitt of our own 
Mission, also several Sweedish Baptists 
from Kiaochow. There were nineteen of 
us, including the children, quite a large 
crowd for our small house; but every one 
seemed to enjoy it as much as if we had 
had better accommodations for them, and 
it was certainly a pleasure to us to have 
such a houseful of guests. 

"We had splendid meetings—the chapel 
crowded at every service. Nearly all of 
them were Christians. It reminded me 
very much of our Associations at home. 
I can understand enough Chinese at least 
to know what every one says. It was 
quite a contrast to the first meeting I at- 
tended in China when I could not under- 
stand one word that was said. 

The crowning event of the meeting was 
the ordination of our former teacher, Mr. 
Li to the ministry. He is the first or- 
dained minister we have in connection 
with our work in North China. He is a 
pious, consecrated man, and passed a very 
rigid-examination. He has been a teacher 
for eight years, and has been very helpful 
to us in our work. He will give all his 
time to preaching now. 

I am studying witn my new teacher to- 
day for the first time. He is one of our 
Saling Cnristians, and a good teacher. 

We have had only half an many bap- 
tisms this year as last, but the work is not 
lacking in interest. Two women and one 
man were baptised last Sunday. 

We are trying to visit as many of the 
Christians in their homes as we can before 
cold weather comes. We have already 
made several visits, and have as many 
more to make. We hope to go to Chang 
Kia Kin next Thursday, and stay until 
Monday, visiting all the near villages in 
which there are Christians. 

There is an epidemic of what the Chi- 
nese call “yellow eye” sickness going 
through the country, a sort of jaundice. 
Mrs. Lowe, Mr. Sears and George have all 
had it. They are all improving now. 

Give my kindest regards to your mother, 
I am sorry to hear of her continued ill 
health. 

Mr. Sears, George and Mary all join me 
in Christian love to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Efeie J. Sears. 

Contesting Italy with the Catholics. 

Four times during the Christian era 
have earest efforts been made to win the 
Italians for the Gospel cause, namely: at 
the establishment of the first congregation 
in Rome during the apostolic period; at 
the time of the “Poveri Lombardi”, or 
Poor Lombards; then during the Reforma- 
tion period; and finally in our own times. 

At present two native churches are en- 
gaged in the work of evangelising Italy, 
namely: the historic Waldensian commun- 
ion, and the Chiesa Evangilca Italiana, the 
Evangelical Church of Italy, formerly also 
called the Free Church of Italy. Down to 
1849 the Waldensians were not permitted 
to exgage in any missionary enterprises, 
but were strictly confined to their historic 
valleys. During the Reformation period 
they had formed a union with the Calvin- 
istic church. Through the decree of the 
17th of February, 1848, the kingdom of 
Sardinia proclaimed religious liberty, and 
from that day dates the present develop- 
ment of the Waldensian churches. In 
1880 there were 12,000 Evangelical Chris- 
tians in the valleys, and their day-schools 
had an attendance of 5,000 scholars. In 
addition they controlled three hospitals, a 
theological seminary, and an orphans’ 
home. Not, however, until 1870 did this 
church begin its full activity throughout 
Italy. When in that eventful year the 
Italian soldiers entered Rome, a Walden- 
sian pastor entered with them carrying his 
Bible in his hand, and a few days later the 
first public Protestant service was held in 
the eternal city. Since then the Walden- 
sian propaganda has extended over half 
the districts, with a total mission member- 
ship of 5,419 persons. Protestant churches 
are now found in about all the leading 
cities.—Literary Digest. 

/ 

A Gift. 

“Rome, Italy, has a Y. M. C. A. which 
entered a building last year, costing $20,- 
000, the gift of James Stokes, New York, 
who also gave months of toil to establish 
the association. Including associates, there 
are 144 members, with Catholics, Greeks 
and Jews among them.” 
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PROGRAM FOR APRIL, 1900. 

It will be understood that the Progrm as prepared, is 
simply suggestive. Those in charge are requested 
to make such changes as the interests of the meet- 
ing may demand. 

Subject:—Italy. 
Dq not let any one be a “silent partner.” Aim to 

give each something to do. 

Italy. —“So as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you _ that are 
at Rome also.” S. B. C. mission opened, 
1870; one missionary; native assistants, 20; 
churches, 22; out-stations, 21; membership, 
518; baptisms, 88. 

Study Topics.—Paul’s visit to Rome Rome 
in the "time of Nero. Rome in the days of 
Constantine. Rome under the Pope. The 
hope of Italy—the pure Gospel of Christ. 

1. Two Hymns—One Devotional; One 
Missionary. 

2. Scripture—How shall we do God’s 
Work? Eccles. Unitedly 4: 9; Promptly 
5: 4; Heartily 9: 10; Diligently 10: 18; 
Constantly 11; 1-6; In His Fear 12: 13-14. 

3. Prayer—Recognizing God’s claim to 
service. 

4. Report of secretary. Other business. 
5. Sketch of Rev. G. B. Taylor of Italy. 

(See Foreign Missionary Journal.) 
6. Items—Italy the land of flowers, the 

home of the Pope, of great cathedrals and 
greater ignorance of God’s word, was the 
third field occupied by the Foreign Board 
S. B. C. Date 1870. 38 baptisms last year. 
A hard field, yet there are 62,000 Protest- 
ants. 

7. Leaflet—“Rosy Fingered Dawn,” or 
Beginnings of Work in Italy, by Rev. 
Wistar Hamilton. 

9. Prayer—That prejudice may be over- 
come and the Truth as preached by Paul 
in Italy, be accepted. 

9. Gathered Gleanings—Short facts re- 
garding Italy brought by different mem- 
bers. 

10. Remember—The Annual Meeting 
in May of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion and Woman’s Missionary Union. 
Remember we are ‘‘workers together for 
God” and pray that His will may be done 
in all things. 

ITALY. 

Difficulties In Mission Work. 
In Italy, the State sees her greatest enemy 

in Romanism, and the Vatican is secretly 
fomenting distrust of the State. This con- 
tinual conflict of Church and State has its 
natural result in indifference on the part of 
the people to all religious impressions. 
They are brought up to believe in the 
Catholic Church. They are deeply im- 
pressed with its forms and ceremonies. 
When they become old enough to become 
citizens, they realize the irrepressible con- 
flict between their devotion to the Church 
and their duties to the State. They see 
the hostility of the priests to their national 
government. They recognize that patri- 
otism is a stronger bond than merely for- 
mal religion. The result is indifference, or 
Atheism. On giving up the old religion 
they are not drawn to Protestantism, for 
the simple forms or Protestant worship are 
alien to their national temperament. And 
the latter religion, while fully tolerated, 
has never taken strong hold upon the 
higher classes of Italians. Hence mission- 
aries have hard and stony ground to work 
upon. 

Living Eloquently 

Speaking eloquently is the gift of a few; 
living eloquently is within the reach of all. 
Our lives can utter wonderful things in 
witness of our Master. William the Silent 
of lip was William the Eloquent of life. 

Those who are, to their own dismay, falter- 
ing and dumb in the prayer-meeting, may 
give forth in their daily life words of power 
and of praise. Indeed, life fervor is an es- 
cential element in all eloquence. Who 
would he won by the strongest appeal of 
the man he believed to be a hypocrite? 
Life eloquence is, after all, what counts for 
most. Well is it if we be gifted with the 
power of speaking to the point; hut above 
all things is the message brought to the 
understandings of men by those who “with 
their lives express the holy gospel they 
profess.” 

A Paper Read Before the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of the Marietta Baptist Church. 

BY MRS. KATE H. ROBBINS. 

Woman’s Work. 
Woman has her mission to perform, for 

the uplifting of the races of men to a higher 
spiritual plane; not by “speaking in public 
on the stage,” or wrangling over the ballot 
box; but rather, by her sweet, womanly 
influence in the home circle, rearing her 
children in* an atmosphere of peace and 
love, and softening down, for her husband, 
the asperities of his life. 

She should also train her children to a 
strict adherence to the principles of moral- 
ity and religion, and return to the old time 
methods of parental control, leading them 
to become law-abiding citizens. While 
father and mother are both responsible for 
the proper training of their children, we 
know hut too well that he, usually dele- 
gates this home-rule to the mother. 

When therefore, woman rises up to the 
full appreciation of her angelic mission, 
sending out from her presence a sphere of 
heavenly purity and virtue, with its ever 
widening circles of beneficient influences 
permeating all the intricate mazes of so- 
ciety; then, will appear the dawn of the 
new age, and she shall again hear the voice 
of the Master calling her to her high be- 
hest as of old, when she heard the first 
words that fell from the lips of our risen 
Lord, who spoke to the two Marys in tones 
of gentleness and love divine; giving to 
woman the first commission to bear to His 
diciples the glad tidings of His resurrec- 
tion. So let her heed the voice of this same 
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Savior to-day, and fulfill her mission; not 
only in her own home circle, and in her 
own church, in her own little city; hut let 
her take a broader view of her possibilities 
for work for the Master; lending a helping 
hand to the evangelization of the world, 
especially lor the uplifting of the poor de- 
graded women of heathen nations. 

If she has but a little mite to give, let her 
send that, with a prayer for a blessing on 
its mission. 

Then, when celestial “love shall guide 
her barque,” laden with all her sheaves of 
earnest endeavor, over the rough sea of life 
into the haven of rest, on the shores of the 
“Beautiful Beyond,” she shall find her re- 
ward of commendation from the Lord of 
Heaven, and dwell forever in the sunshine 
of His Eternal Presence. 

Report of State Organizer, for February. 

Miles traveled  34 
Letters written  40 
Letters received  15 
Meetings held  4 
Societies organized  3 
Literature distributed, papers  12 

“ “ leaflets  27 
Expenses for month, R. R. fare. .$ 44 
Postage and stationery  1.00 

Total f 1.54 

Boston, March 12, 1900. 
I expected to visit Hickory Heart church 

several miles into the country on the 2nd 
Sabbath in February and had planned sev- 
eral other meetings on my way to, and 
from that church, but failed to obtain con- 
veyance, or the assistance I expected, so 
was forced to remain in Roston at that 
time. 

On the third Saturday in February, that 
cold Saturday, Sister Mary White sent her 
nephew in for me, so I rode four miles in 
the face of a northeast wind, but did not 
go to Summer Hill church until the next 
day. I was told that only eight brethren 
and one sister were present, no preacher. 
That afternoon I visted families in the 
community, talked missions, read the word 
and prayed for guidance. The next day I 
went to the church. Still no minister, an 
open house, no fire, four sisters were pres- 

ent, two deacons, two young men, a young 
lady and myself. A song, a prayer and the 
Sabbath-school lesson, another prayer and 
we were dismissed, not before it had been 
announced that a Woman’s Mission meet- 
ing would be held at the home of Mr. 
Wiley Adams the next day. Well the 
sisters came and we organized a W. M. S. 
with Miss Mary White as president; Miss 
Bessie Turner, secretary; ten members. 

The next Friday I went to my cousins, 
at Dixie. On Saturday morning Brother 
McCann the pastor at Eiim, called and 
took me to that church. Another cold, 
raw day, a ride of three miles, and I was 
at the church, a nice, comfortable building, 
but no fire. But I had provided a hot brick 
which contributed no little to my comfort. 
That day I talked to my sisters of the 
work. ' The next day was given the privil- 
ege of meeting in the school-house, where 
we had a fire. Organized a W. M. Society 
with Mrs. M. A. Bowen, president; Miss 
Addie Meadows, secretary; 13 members, 
and the hope of having a Sunbeam Band, 
with Mrs. J. B. Williford as leader. While 
we were taking the names of those who 
would join a boy of ten years of age asked 
me if he would be permitted to join. I 
glanced around and saw a number of faces 
which showed interest among the young 
people present, and said, we can organize 
a Sunbeam Band if you desire it, go around 
and see how many names you can obtain. 
He returned with thirteen, it was then 
time for us to go into the church. So a 
leader was appointed and a meeting 
announced for the next Saturday. That 
afternoon, this same youth (Wm. Harris) 
brought me over to Dixie, and from his 
conversation, I feel assured that he is one 
of the lambs of the fold, and will be useful 
in the Master’s vineyard. 

It was so cheering to see at least a dozen 
of these young people at Elim, evincing so 
much interest in the cause of missions, and 
I trust the Society thus organized will 
prove a blessing to their own souls, and a 
benefit to the community in which they 
live. These were the only meetings I at- 
tended out of Boston during the month of 
February, but I am glad to say that both 
Societies, W. M. S. and Sunbeams are in a 
flourishing condition, increasing in num- 
bers, and efficiency at each meeting. 

Yours in Christian service, 
L. H. Kicklighter. 

Wants and Needs. 

Wants and needs are different things. 
We often want what we do not need, and 
need what we do not want. We distin- 
guish between young wants and needs, and 
“know how to give good gifts to our chil- 
dren.” Is not the infinite mind wise 
enough, and infinite love strong enough, 
to subordinate our wants to our needs, and 
disappoint us in the short run, if need be, 
to develop and delight us in the long one? 
Real needs override incidental wants; we 
cannot always have what we please, if we 
are to have what God pleases—and what is 
best for us. To want what God wishes is 
a swift way to have his wishes come true, 
and to have our real needs amply supplied. 

Absolution by Telephone: 

“A curious instance of the modern ten- 
dency of the Roman Catholic church to 
keep abreast of the age,” says the Chicago 
Tribune, “may be found in a theological 
treatise just published in London, entitled 
‘The Sacraments Explained according to 
the Teachings and Doctrine of the Catho- 
lic Church.’ The author is the Rev. Arthur 
Devine, Fassionist, a recognized authority 
on orthordox Catholic theology. He says 
it has not yet been officially decided by the 
Pope whether or not confession can be 
heard and absolution given by telephone, 
but he is inclined to believe such action 
would be valid under certain circumstances. 
It is one of the requirements of valid con- 
fession and absolution that there should be 
a ‘moral presence of the penitent with the 
confessor.’ A written confession sent to 
an absent priest is not valid, but Father 
Devine says a priest might give absolution 
by telephone, under condition, to a person 
taken suddenly ill, so as to be in imminent 

.danger of death, and when he can not 
possibly reach the place where the person 
is, in which case ‘the penitent and confes- 
sor may be truly said to be conversing to- 
gether, and consequently to be morally 
present to each other.’ The idea of graft- 
ing a venerable rite upon the most modorn 
of inventions will have a curious interest 
for Protestants as well as for Catholics.— 
Literary Digest. 
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT. 

The object of this department is to encourage the 
work for missions among children and young people. 

I earnestly solicit communications from all who are 
interested in children’s work. 

Address, Mrs. W. P. Anderson, 
23 Bailey Street. Atlanta, Ga. 

PROGRAM FOR APRIL, 1900. 

BY MISS E. Y. HYDE. 

Subject:—Italy. 
Oh! may we learn to love Him more, 

By every opening page, 
By every lesson he shall mark 

With daily ripening age. 
—Selected. 

1. Hymn: “Oh, Wonderful Word.” (No. 
345, Gospel Hymns No. 1-6.) 

2. Scripture Reading: “I will perform 
my good word toward you.” Jer. 29: 10. 
“Quicken me according to Thy word.” 
Psalm 119: 25. “Order my steps in Thy 
word.” Psalm 119: 133. “Thy word was 
to me the joy of my heart.” Jer. 15: 16. 
“My word shall not pass away.” Matt. 
24: 35. 

3. Hymn: “Wonderful Words of Life.” 
(No. 579, Gospel Hymns No. 1-6.) 

4. Prayer that God’s precious words may 
be learned and then given to others who 
have them not. 

6. Hymn: Solo, “His Word a Tower.” 
(No. 92, Gospel Hymns No. 1-6.) 

6. Business: Minutes. Roll call. Each 
one coming forward with money. Reports 
of committees. Appointment of new com- 
mittees. 

7. Hymn: “Oh, Precious Word.” (No. 
295, Gospel Hymns No. 1-6.) 

8. Blackboard exercise. 
9. Catechism. 
Question. Give subject for to-day’s study. 
Answer. The subject is Italy. 
Ques. What do we call Italy? 
Ans. We call Italy one of the papal 

countries. 
Ques. Why do we thus call it a papal 

field? 
Ans. Because the Pope exercises his 

power over this country, and Catholicism 
is the prevailing religion. 

Ques When was the supreme power of 
the Pope broken? 

Ans. In 1870, when Victor Emanuel be- 
came king. 

Ques. What has greatly helped to eman- 
cipate this beautiful land? 

Ans. God’s Word, with its free and Jife- 
giving promises. 

Ques. Do the people accept the gospel 
heartily? 

Ans. Very many have given up their 
images, priests, and superstitious worship, 
and they have accepted the gospel in its 
simplicity. 

Ques. What have they realized? 
Ans. That God alone can pardon; that 

good works can not buy heaven; that the 
Bible is free to all who will only take it 
and learn it. 

Ques. Who stands at the head of the 
Southern Baptist work in Italy? 

Ans. The grand missionary, George B. 
Taylor. Eternity alone will reveal all that 
has been done by him in this difficult field. 

Ques. Is the work making rapid prog- 
ress in Italy? 

Ans. Perhaps to a careless observer there 
does not seem to be as great progress as 
elsewhere, but what is done is thoroughly 
and faithfully accomplished, and changed 
homes and lives give substantial proof of 
changed hearts. The Italian Christians are 
earnest and true followers of their Lord 
aad Master. 

Ques. Eor what must we at home pray? 
Ans. That the true light might shine all 

over this land, so fair and lovely by na- 
ture. 

10. Prayer (for Italy—its missionaries 
and people.) 

11. Reading of articles in Kind Words on 
the subject. 

12. Closing Hymn: “I am Praying for 
You.” (No. 589, Gospel Hymns No. 1-6.) 

The Advanced Steps Made by Our Society 
During the Past Year. 

The Ladies Aid and Missionary Society 
of the Jackson Hill church, Atlanta, has 
had very pleasing results from its work 
during the past year, and we stand amazed 
when we look back, and review the work 
we have accomplished. 

Our little band has advanced spiritually 

in a marvelous degree, and we know that 
we owe this advancement to the growing 
influence of Christ over our lives. Twelve 
months ago, there were only four of our 
members who would take part in our meet- 
ings, or speak a word for the Savior when 
called upon. This year, all of our ladies 
have been interested and faithful in the 
performance of every duty and each has 
been to the other, by her cheerfulness, an 
inspiration and an aid—not only in assist- 
ing the unfortunate and spreading abroad 
the spirit of charity, but also in co-opera- 
tion and fellowship. It has been a real 
pleasure for us to meet together and feel 
that elevating influence that always radi- 
ates from a body of Christian workers. 

Let no one suppose that this society is 
composed of long-faced women, for any 
friend who has attended one of our social 
meetings can testify to our bright faces and 
cordial manners. We realize how great a 
privilege it is to give—and when I speak 
of giving, I do not mean money alone. A 
pleasant smile, a hearty handshake, and 
tender ministrations given in His name, 
are all a part of God’s great plan, and will 
do more toward strengthening and cheer- 
ing some downcast, lonely soul than bags 
of gold placed at his disposal. 

The Jackson Hill church owes its exist- 
ence in a great measure, to the energetic 
efforts of these ladies, and its future pros- 
perity will also depend largely upon their 
work in its behalf. We realize this and 
during the last year we have redoubled 
our efforts, and been in reality, an aid 
society. 

It has been said that religion is only 
good for women and children, and while I 
most emphatically refute this statement, 
still it is true that to the women—who 
give to the home its character, and to their 
children the keynote of their lives—the 
church must look for a strong support. 

I do not wish to blow my own trumpet 
too much, but before closing, I should like 
to pay this tribute to my faithful and ef- 
ficient co-workers in my Master’s cause. 

They are a band of noble women, 
Tender, kind, and true, 
Looking straight to Jesus 
In everything they do. 
Long may they live and flourish, 
To a ripe and good old age— 
May their names be written, indelible, 
On the Master’s clean, white page. 

Mrs. Glen McBride. 
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Report of Work by “Lamplighter Band” 

Of Vineville (Macon) Church of the Re- 
hoboth Association for the Quarter 

Ending Dec. 31st, 1899.—Rev. 
E. 0. Carroll, Pastor, 

Xmas offering ? 3.40 
Box to Frontier, val. at  22.46 
General Benevolence  3,50 

Total $ 29.36 
Miss Johnnie Logan, Treas. 

Number of members, 42; Miss Annie Mary 
Slade, president; Miss Love Slade, secre- 
tary; Mrs. G. C. Carmichael, leader. 

Report of Work by Sunbeams 

Of Omaha Church of the Summer Hill As- 
sociation for the Quarter Ending Dec. 

31st, 1899.—W. W. Arnold, Pastor. 

Box to Frontier, val. at f31.25 
General Benevolence  25 

Total   $31.50 
Clara Simpson, Treas. 

Number of members, 12; Mrs. Alice P. 
Simpson, president; Ruth Crowley, Secre- 
tary. 

X. B.—The amount of box to Frontier, 
$31.25 has been previously reported, being 
included with the box sent by the Woman’s 
Mis. Society, of Omaha church. 

Alice T. Simpson. 

Report of Work by Sunbeams 

Of Sparta Church of the Washington As- 
sociation for the Quarter ending Dec. 

31, 1899.—B. H. Ivey, Pastor. 

Foreign missions $ 80 
Xmas offering.  4.65 
Home missions  80 
State missions  80 
Mercer University   :.. 1-50 
Support of Indigent Ministers  64 
Baptist Orphan’s Home  38 
Box to Frontier, val. at  2.50 

Total.  $12.07 
Mi»s Bessie Ivey, Treas. 

Number of members, 25; Miss Beulah 
Ivey, president; Jamie Harley, secretary. 

Honors to the Virgin In Italy. 

The Voiee From Italy, in an article from 
M. Meil, describes the erection of a gi- 
gantic statue of the Virgin Mary on one of 
the highest peaks of the Cottian Alps. 
The cost of the statue was 5,000 pounds, 
which was made up by the gifts of 130,000 
children, the younger members of royal 
family heading the list. The Pope him- 
self has written an inscription for it, in 
which he implores it to defend the frontier 
of Italy from all invaders. The Voice es- 
timates that there are nearly 100,000 Pro- 
testants in Italy, of whom 30,000 are Wal- 
densians.—Missionary Review. 

Progress of Missions. 

The good work has taken deep hold; al- 
ready we have in Italy over thirty-two na- 
tive Baptist preachers and more than 
seven hundred church members. Over six 
thusand converts are connected with the 
various Protestant churches in Italy. A 
movement is now on foot to build a large 
and imposing Y. M. C.' A. building in 
Rome itself, and there are prospects of a 
great usefulness before this efficient organi- 
zation of Christian workers. Instead of 
being discouraged therefore, let us take a 
renewed and deeper interest in our Italian 
work and seek to make it ever more effi- 
cient. 

Muscular Christianity in Rome. 

“Today, Roman Protestant Christianity, 
in an effort to promote an education which 
shall build up the whole man, has gratify- 
ingly returned to the earlier and saner 
ideals. An “Associazione Christiana della 
Gioventu” (a Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation) was established in Rome in 1894. 
It now counts a membership of nearly two 
hundred. Strange to say the majority be- 
long to, nominally, to the Church of Rome. 
They find in the association what they 
have long been vainly searching for; they 
now have the means of cultivating, not 
only mind and soul, but body as well. In 
this respect the work of the Associazione 
della Gioventu is uuique in Italy. As ex- 

amples of its increasing prominence, we 
may mention that during the past two 
years, in the various swimming contests in 
the Tiber, the Associotion has always been 
ahead. Again, last year at Turin, at the 
National Contest, where all the best gym- 
nastic clubs of Italy were represented, the 
delegation from the Roman Young Men’s 
Christian Association took the best prizes, 
including the Italian athletic champion- 
ship. King Humbert, who was present, 
asked to have the delegation presented to 
him, and, after shaking hands with the 
leader, congratulated him upon the honors 
obtained and wished a prosperous life to 
the Association in all its departments. 
And in May last, at the Provincial Ath- 
letic Contest, held at Rome, the King and 
Queen were present, and cheered, with 
special heartiness when the gymnasts of 
the Roman Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation won five of the championships and 
more than half the prizes. Our readers 
visiting Rome will receive a cordial wel- 
come at the Association building, 64 Via 
Consulta.” 

Protestant Activity in Rome. 

The Jesuit organ of the Roman Cursa, 
La Civita Catolica, speaks in the following 
terms of the activities of Protestants in 
Rome: 

“Since the error of Protestantism was 
given license to establish and expand itself 
under the protection of government, be- 
ginning with 1870, it has spread not a lit- 
tle, just like a grease spot. So much so 
that the English newspaper, The Tablet 
(Roman Catholic) writes: It can not be 
denied that a disastrous future is in prepar- 
ation, and that the second decade of the 
twentieth century will see a large part of 
the Roman population become Protestants. 
This propaganda in Rome is especially 
exploited by those Protestant sects which 
the Anglicans call Dissenters, because di- 
vided and dissenting from the official An- 
glican church. These sects, since their 
purpose to make protestants out of the 
Italians is not attainable directly, employ 
indirect means with profession, that is the 
gold which the English and American 
Protestant societies furnish to them. For 
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the same reason they are lavish with help 
to poor families, accepting their children 
without compensation into their schools 
and colleges, and opening workshops, 
boarding schools, places of recreation, and 
gymnasiums, for possessing themselves as 
much as possible of our youth and our 
people. 

Tarring an Old Man. 

■‘A wicked reprobate sailor was engaged 
in tarring a vessel,” said the late 0. H- 
Spurgeon, “and while he was at his work, 
there came along an old man well known 
in the district as a Christian. One of his 
sailor mates, standing by, said to him, 
‘Jack, you could not provoke that man; he 
is such a gentle spirited man that you could 
not put him out of temper.’ Jack was 
quite sure he could put him out of temper, 
and it became the subject of a wager. The 
wicked fellow took his bucket of tar, with 
which he was tarring the keel, and dared 
to throw it right over the good old man. 
It was a most shameful assault, and the 
fellow deserved the utmost penalty of the 
law. 

“The old man turned round and calmly 
said to him, ‘The Lord Jesus has said that 
he who offends one of His little ones will 
find that it were better for him that a mill- 
stone had been tied about his neck, and 
that he were cast into the sea; now, if I am 
one of Christ’s little ones, it will be a bad 
job for you.’ 

“Jack slunk back, dreadfully ashamed 
of himself. What was more, the old man’s 
quiet face haunted him. Night after night 
he woke up, and in his dreams he saw that 
old man; and those tremendous words, 
‘that it were better for him th«t a mill- 
stone were about his neck,’ broke him down 
before the mercy-seat of God. He asked 
and found pardon. He sought out the old 
man, confessed his fault, and received for- 
giveness.” 

Christian Consistency. 

When a man allies himself with the 
church of Christ, becomes a member of the 

household of God, and takes upon himself 
voluntarily certain vows that are related 
to his daily life, people are justified in ex- 
pecting to see the Christ-life reflected in 
his life. The characteristics of the Christ 
should find constant and gracious expres- 
sion in his life; for it is now, or ought to 
be, hid with Christ in God. He has yielded 
himself to Christ, and ought to be willing 
to make any and every sacrifice and sur- 
render that his aliegiance to Christ de- 
mands. This may mean that he is to walk 
consistently before God and among men, 
and that he is to do onlj?' those things that 
are well-pleasing in God’s sight. If he 
fails in this, his profession of Christ is 
worse than vain. It becomes a block of 
stumbling to those who are weak in the 
faith, and a source of grief to the church.— 
Christian Advocate. 

The First Easter. 

Darkness o’er all the land, 
Gloom in the minds of men, 
Three crosses on a hill, 
Magdalen weeping; then—- 
Lo ! from the empty tomb, 
Which lately was His prison, 
Comes that voice from the gloom; 
“He is not here, but risen.” 
Trembling and pale with fear, 
Mary’s sad face is raised, 
And sees the shining one, 
Whispers “His name be praised.” 
Sees all the linen white, 
Folded aside with care, 
Which the bright angel guards, 
Christ is no longer there. 
Hastens she now away, 
Leaves there the empty tomb, 
And on that glorious day, 
Meets One, she knows not,—whom. 
Then that loved voice she hears, 
Meekly she kneels to pray, 
She sees her risen Lord, 
On this first Easter Day. 

It is a blessed secret, this of living on by 
the day. Any one can carry his burden, 
however heavy, till nightfall. Any one 
can do his work, however hard, for one day. 
Any one can live, sweetly, patiently, lov- 
ingly and purely, till the sun goes down. 
And this is all that life really means to us, 
just one little day. Do today’s duty, fight 
to-days temptatious and do not weaken and 
distract yourself by looking forward to 
things you can not see and could not un- 
derstand if you saw them. God gives 
nights to shut down the curtain of dark- 
ness on our little days. We can not see 
beyond. Short horizons make li'e easier 
and give us one of the blessed secrets of 
brave, true, holy living.—Christian Work. 

Men Need (he Gospel. 

The church has but one mission in the 
world—the saving of the lost, and one 
command: “Preach the gospel.” “Compel 
them to come in.” 

One of the most hopeful signs that we 
are approaching a time of blessing is the 
renewed emphasis which is being laid upon 
the worth and necessity of individual con- 
version and individual soundness of char- 
acter. The tide of collectivism which has 
run so high for several years past, has not 
submerged the individual, and never will. 
The attention paid to men in the mass has 
already done not a little to better the out- 
ward conditions of life though there is still 
room, for great improvement. But the old 
truths of the value of one man, of the 
power that one can wield, of the accounta- 
bility of each one to God, of the general 
social regeneration being the result of per- 
sonal regeneration, are shining forth again 
with renewed lustre. 

The Secret of Power. 

Our strength is in whom we trust. It ia 
sometimes said that faith is power, and 
that it is not so much the object of one’s 
faith as faith that makes one strong. But 
a lame man’s strength is in his crutches. 
By faith he appropriates the strength of his 
crutches, but he does not lean on his faith, 
he leans on his crutches. Yet it is not an 
unusual thing to meet a believer who once 
leaned upon God, but who now leans upon 
his ability to trust. He that would be 
strong must lean upon a strong God, not 
upon the fact that he has strong faith in 
God. 

A Tradesman’s Testimony. 

A butcher not long ago delivered a whole 
temperance lecture in a single sentence: 

A young lady called upon him, and with 
much misgiving asked for a dollar toward 
paying a temperance lecturer who was to 
speak for the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. He replied: 

“There’s your dollar, I’ve sold more 
meat in one day since this town went no- 
license, than I used to in a whole week 
when we had saloons.” 


