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ackaging, tableware, buildings, furniture, lighting, appliances,
electronics, automobiles, ships, airplanes, medical technology,
radiation protection, fibre-optics, touch-screens, solar panels,
and many more common objects all have one thing in common
– glass. Without glass, we would live in a very different world.

But how did glass become so important? We are indebted to
the Romans for making glass such a ubiquitous commodity.
Before them glass was hardly transparent and was used mostly for jewelry and
amulets. Using the technique of glass-blowing, which they learned about in the
Ancient Near East, they developed glass so transparent that it could be used
for windows. Mostly, however, they used it for packaging. Expensive perfumes
and lotions were kept in elegant glass containers. As the production of glass
enlarged and became less expensive, the use of glass spread throughout the
empire and beyond.
The Holmes Holy Land Collection includes a significant number of diverse
and well-preserved pieces of some of the best examples of Roman glass ware.
Some representative pieces are described here.
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Without glass,
we would live in a very different world.
1. Ancient Hyksos Faience Necklace 1800-1500 B.C.E.
The Hyksos were foreign invaders, probably from Palestine or Mesopotamia, who ruled Egypt for 300 years.
Like other cultures in their lands of origin, they made beads of a glass-like substance called faience.
2. Faience Amulet of the God Osiris* 664-332 B.C.E.
Amulets made of glass-like paste were placed in coffins to help the deceased in the journey to the afterlife.
Here Osiris, the god of the dead, wears his hedjet, a conical crown of Upper Egypt with ostrich feathers attached
to the sides.
3. Faience Amulet of the Goddess Nephthys* 664-332 B.C.E.
Nephthys, the mourner and protector of the dead, has her typical, high headdress bearing the signs of her name
(lit. “Lady of the Mansion”).
4. Glass and clay pieces from Herod’s Palace in Jericho* 1st century B.C.E.-1st century C.E.
Before Roman industrial production of glass, only the very wealthy could afford it. These fragments are from the
Jericho palace of Herod the Great, appointed King of the Jews by the Roman Senate.
5. Glass Bottle 100 B.C.E-400 C.E.
Small, white-colored vase with wide mouth and vertically-ribbed sides. Slightly uneven at mouth and
vertically asymmetric.
6. Glass Unguentarium 100 B.C.E.-400 C.E.
Six-inch high, smoky glass unguentarium with bell-bottomed base. Used to hold expensive perfumes, lotions,
and powders.
7. Roman Bronze mirror 300 B.C.E.-400 C.E.
Before 1400 CE, when the venetians invented glass mirrors, most mirrors were made of polished bronze or silver.
8. Piriform (V-shaped) Glass Vase 100 B.C.E.-400 C.E.
Six-inch long, piriform, tubular jar of yellowish-white glass. The odd-shaped vessel appears to be
perfectly symmetrical.
9. Glass Vase with Handles 1st Century C.E.
Unusual green-glass vessel with handles used for hanging. Elongated body with a piriform base.
10. Glass Vase 1st-2nd Century C.E.
Small, transparent jar with amber patina. Wide-mouthed with raised glass decorations around the center.
11. Glass Flask 1st-2d Century C.E.
Small, white-tinted flask with multicolored patina in spots. Pilgrims to religious shrines used such flasks
to bring home sacred oil or water.
12. Glass Acetabulum (bowl) 1st-2d Century C.E.
Small glass bowl/cup with multicolored patina. Such vessels were usually placed on the dining table to
hold vinegar. The hip joint to which the femur is attached gets its name (acetabulum) from its resemblance
to such cups.
13. Glass Child’s Bracelet
1st-2d century C.E.
Small (1¾ inches) bracelet made of blue glass, ribbed with geometric decoration.
14. Glass Vase 1st-2d Century C.E
Clear glass vial with wide, flaring rim. The elongated body rounds slightly at the base, which has a small
indentation at the tip.
15. Glass Islamic Vase 7th century C.E.
Small glass, intact glass vase with some glossy patina on exterior. 2¼ high and 1/4 inch wide at the base.
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The Development of the Holmes Holy Land Collection
When I was in the fourth grade, I became fascinated with ancient history as
I first studied about the pyramids and became even more interested as I became
actively involved in Christianity. The first ancient artifacts from the Holy Land that
I ever saw belonged to Dr. Marc Lovelace, who taught me Biblical Archaeology
at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. I was one of Dr. Lovelace’s best
students and spent some time working with him. As a result I developed a desire to
have a collection of my own. I first obtained some ancient pottery shards (broken
pieces of pottery) when I was a student at Brandeis University. I obtained more
pottery shards and my first artifact when I was a student at the Hebrew University
as a Rotary International Fellow. I seriously began my collection about 1973 when I
took a group of students from the University of West Georgia to work on an archaeological excavation in Israel. I bought
several artifacts for my personal collection and began using them in my classes to help my students better understand
ancient history. My collection expanded dramatically in 1984 when Dr. Marc Lovelace, whose collection had sparked my
interest in having an artifact collection, offered to sell me his whole collection, which was composed of several hundred
pieces. I bought his collection and then continued to buy ancient artifacts in Israel and Egypt each time I visited there.
I continued to buy artifacts during each trip that I made to the Middle East, and I also bought a few things off of eBay
whenever I could find artifacts that I thought were good and that would enhance the collection.
My wife and I signed an agreement to give the Holmes Holy Land Ancient Artifact Collection (composed of about
1000 pieces) to Mercer University about 10 years ago. We wanted the collection to be used by Mercer University to show
students and the people of central and south Georgia real artifacts of the ancient Holy Land and hope that they will
give them a better understanding of the ancient world and the Bible. Until my death Mercer University has been given
the right to have regular exhibits of the ancient artifacts in the collection.
-Yulssus Lynn Holmes

Dr. Y. Lynn Holmes was born in Vidalia, GA, and grew up in the Dublin area. He received his B.A. in English from
Mercer University, the Bachelor of Divinity from the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Old Testament
Studies, and the M.A. and Ph.D. from Brandeis University in Ancient History and Ancient Linguistics.
During the course of his career, he held research fellowships from the Rotary Foundation (a year of study and
research at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel), American Council of Education, and the National Defense
Foreign Language program. His studies took him to the Holy Land on numerous occasions where he began his
collection which now numbers over 1000 pieces. Dr. Holmes has held many academic positions: President and Professor
of History at Brewton-Parker College, Vice President at West Central Technical College, Assistant to the President at
Mercer University (ACE Fellow), Director of International Programs at Central Michigan University, and Associate
Professor of History and Director of Placement and Cooperative Education at the University of West Georgia. He has
published papers in scholarly journals on ancient history and the modern Middle East. His book Those Glorious Days: A
History of Louisville as Georgia’s Capital, 1796-1807, was published by Mercer University Press in 1966.
Dr. Holmes is married to Elizabeth Nasser Holmes, born in Haifa, Palestine, to Palestinian Christian parents. (They
have now been married for over 51 years.) The eldest of seven children, Elizabeth was educated at a private French
Catholic school in Jerusalem. The school emphasized the study of languages, and as a result, she is fluent in four
languages (Arabic, Hebrew, French and English).
After graduation, Elizabeth worked as a secretary at the Y.M.C.A. and at the Baptist Church in Jerusalem. It was
while she was working at the church that she met Lynn, and a year later in 1968 they were married. She studied at the
University of West Georgia and Brewton-Parker College and frequently speaks about the Middle East throughout the
com¬munity. Elizabeth enjoys spending time with their nine grandchildren as well as calligraphy, painting and singing.
Lynn and Elizabeth currently reside in Carrollton, Georgia, and have three daughters: Randa Holmes Johnson, of
Swainsboro, Georgia, Dawn Holmes Walker of Forsyth, Georgia, and Alice Holmes Huff of Watkinsville, Georgia.

Photography: Leah Yetter;
Graphic Design: Olivia Cleveland

Brochure Final.indd 4

9/16/21 5:13 PM

