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M I N U T E S .  

FRIDAY* October '27th* 1849. 
The introductory sermon was delivered by 

Elder James Adams, from 1st. Corinthians, 
3rd. chapter, and part of the 23rd. verse.— 
"And ye are Christ's." 

After a recess of a few minutes, the Asso
ciation was called to order, and opened with 
the usual religious exercises. Prayer by El
der John Crawford. 

1st. Received and read letters from the 
churches composing this body. The names 
of delegates enrolled and statistics noted. 

2nd. Letters from New Bethel and I'nify 
churches were received and read, petition
ing admission into our union, which was 
granted, and their delegates invited to seats. 

3 d. Elected John Crawford, Moderator, 
and J. N. Gate. Clerk. 

f t  
Committer, of A rrangemcnt.—rSp. 1 v-i— 

Shackelford. Buford, Crawford, Gate. 
On Preaching.—Gault, Swain, Love, Mil

ler, McDonald. 
On Union Meetings—1st. District, Wood, 

Bell, 2nd. District, McDonnell, Adams, 3rd. 
District. Swain, Bird. 

On Finance.—Fields, McDonnell. 
On Nominations.—James Adams, Strawn, 

Chapman. 
On Publications.—Buford, Gault, Terry. 
7th. On motion of G. W. Selvidge, the 

following committees were added : 
On deceased Ministers.—Selvidge, Bird. 
On Religion and Sabbath Schools.— 

Shackelford, James Adams, Brown. 
Also, a special committee to examine the 

ietteis of the different churches, and report 
4th. Received a letter of correspondence, on the expediency of this Association open-

with a bundle of Minutes from the Elliiav ing a correspondence with the Baptist State 
Association by the hand of her Messenger, 
Robert Jordan, and with W. Wilson, as a 
corresponding delegate from the Talasahafchy 
Association, were admitted to seats to aid us 
in our deliberations. 

5th. Invited visiting ministering brethren 
to sit with us. 

6th. The Moderator announced the fol
lowing standing committees: 

Convention of Georgia; viz: Shackelford, 
Selvidge, Buford, James Adams, J. G. B. 
Adams, Gate. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning nine 
o'clock. 

Prayer by Bro. Wilson. 
SATURDAY, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Association met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by Bro. Selvidge. 

jioi 



l«t. Report of Committee of Arrange. 
mMM. c:i led fir rejid awl re«t|viwl| 

2 id. Called the mil and market! absen
tee 

3 •!. Report nf Committee nn Publication 
called fur, iva I. and received, and marked 
D I'-nnjent No. 1. 

4ih. Report on Deceased Mini-ters ca'led 
for, lead, and received and marked No. 2. 

5th. Called f»r the Report of the Com
mittee on taking up a correspondence with 
the Baptist State Convention, vvfjich was 
read and received, and the following resolu
tion adopted : 

Resolred, That this Association corres
pond with the Baptist State Convention of 
Georgia. 

6th. Report of committee on Nominations 
called for, read and received as I'dlow- :— 
Bro. Shackelford to d diver the Introductory . 
Serin >n, and Bro. Buford hi? alternate. Bro. 
Hanti'fiiii to p each the Mis^Umary Sermon, 
and Bro. Crawford his alternate ; and Bro. 
Goult to write the Circp'ar Letter. 

7ih. Report of committee on. the State of 
Religion and Sabbath Schools called for, 
read and received. See No. 3. 

8 h. Resolved, That we solicit n rorres-
•'ndajice with the Sweet water, lliwassee, 

and flightower Associations. 
9th. Bro. Edward J. Bunyard presented 

himself as a corresponding delegate from 
State Line Association, with a bundle of 
Minutes, and was invited to a seat with us. 

10th. Appointed Messengers to >i?ter As
sociations—Coosa, James Olfs, B. A. Wa
ters, W. M. Bird, A. C. Hoy. w hich meets at 
Ruttr on Sat'dy bejbre the 2nd Sal). ()et. 1850 

Ellijay—Tames Strawn, Joseph Terrv, W. 
A. E'li?. S. Miller, which meets with Liber
ty Church* Murray county, Ga. on Ftiday 
before die 4th Sahhp.th in August next. 

Hightowet— S. M. Gault, J. .M. Fields, 
J, Chapman, Joseph Terry. 

Talasahatchy—John Crawford, J. M. 
Wood, Mantling, Vanderver, Hugh Spiing-
field, A. Rieves, which meets with Pisgah 
Church, Cherokee county, Ala. on Friday 
before the lot Lord's day in October, 1850. 

Hiwhssee—James Strawn, I. M. Swatison, 
J. M. Wood, Samuel Miller, which meets 
on Friclav before the 4th Saturday in Sep. 
tombpr 1850. 

Sweet Water—John Crawford, J. II. 
B. Shackelford, A. V-\ Bufurd, James Ad. 

am*. J. N. Cate, which meets with the 
Mount Harmony Church, near Athens, Mc-
Minn county, Tenn. on F'ilav hefiire the 
third Safin lay in September, 1850. 

State Line—James Strawn, J. M. Wood, 
E. McAbee, T. M. ilenson, which meets 
with the Church at Poplar Spring. Murray 
county Ga. on Friday before the first Lord's 
day in October 1850. 

And appointed Bufbrd and Gault to write a 
letter of correspondence to the above Asso
ciations. 

11th. Resolved, That the next meeting of 
this Association he held at Salaquoy Camp, 
ground, Cass county, commencing on Fri. 
day hefiire the fourth Lord's day in Septem-
her, 1850. 

2 h. Report of committee on Finance 
ca led fir, read and received. See No. 4. 

13th. Called fir the Report of the trav
el'ing Missionary, which was read and a-
do[)ted. See No. 7. . 

14d). The following resolution was intro-
dueed by Bro. SeVidge, with some retnaiks 
explanatory of the pit poses of Gen. Green, 
which was a iopted and the committee ap
pointed. 

Resolved by this Association, That the 
Moderator appoint a committee of nine to 
confer with Gen. Duff Green, on the subject 
of estab.i-hing a High School in Dalton, tin
der the patronage of the Baptist Denomina
tion. A. R. YViighi, John C raw lord. J. 11. 
B. Shackelford, A. W. Buford, James Ad
ams, E. M. Gault, D. A. Walker, J. N. 
Cute, J. G. B. Adams, E. King. 

15th. Appointed a committee to distribute 
the churches more equally in the different 
districts, viz: James Adams, James Strawn, 
L. Towers. 

16th. Report of committee on Union 
Mornings, called for, read, and received, viz : 
1st. DLtiiet, Dogwood Valley, on Friday be
fore the fourth Land's day in July, 1850.— 
2nd. District, Bethlehem, on Friday before 
the second Lotd's day in May next. 3id. 
District, Cus&vilte, on Friday before the first 
Lord's day in August, 1850. 

17th. ibi motion, icconsideied the vote to 
open a correspondence with the Stale Con
vention. 

Adjourned one hour. 
[KVENING SESSION] 

Met agreeable to adjournment. Prayer 
by the Moderator. 

18th. Took up the case of correspond mce 
with the Convention, and decided to become 
a constituent member of that body. 

19th. Reso'vrd by this Associa'ion, That 
we recommend to the churches, that the 
joining or not joining of the temperance re-
form, known as the Sons of Temperance, be 
not made a test of fellowship. 

20th. Committee to arrange the. churches 
in the several districts, repotted that Cedar 
Creek be added to the 2nd. District, and New 
Bethel and Unity to the 3rd. which was 
read and adopted. 

21st. Report of Treasurer called for, read 
and received. See No. 5. 

22nd. Report of committee to write a let
ter of correspondence to sister Associations 
called for, read, and received, and ordered to 
be printed in the Miinpes. See No. G. 

23 d. Ordered that the Clerk have 1 000 
copies .if these Minutes printed, and that he 
tuipeiiuteud the same, and have ten dollars 
for bis services, and that lie draw oil the 
Treasurer for money to pay the expenses of 
printing and for his services. 

24th. Reso'vrd, Thai a public collection 
be taken up to-morrow for the aid of Foreign 
Missions. 

25th. Continued the former Treasurer, J. 
G. B. Adams. 

2Gih. Read a communication from Rev. 
E i Ball, on the subject of Foreign Missions, 
and adopted the following, resolution. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the 
Churches, that they endeavor to sustain For
eign Missions by each member contributing 
at least ten cents into the common Treasury. 

27th. Resolved, That we leeornniend that 
the Pastors of the different Churches in 
this Association lecture once during the 
year, on the subject of benevolence, and 
take up a collection for the benefit of the 
Baptist State Convention, and send the same 
up to its next annual meeting by the hands 
of the delegates appointed to attend that 
meeting, who are each authorized to receive 
contributions for that body. 

28th. Appointed delegates to the Bap
tist State Convention, which convenes at 
Marietta on Friday before the 3rd. Lord's 
day, in May, 1850—viz: Crawford, Wright, 
Selvidge, Shackellord, Adams, Hamilton, 
Strawn, Terry, Gault, Clore, and J. N. 
Cate, to write the letter of petition. 

29th. Resolved, That this Association re

commend to the churches, that they supply 
the destitute in their respective, bounds, so 
that all may enjoy the privileges of the 
GospM at borne. 

80th. Resolved, That the Clerk be direc
ted todepoSitc the minutes for the 31 District 
at Casrsville, care of John Crawford ; for the 
2nd at Oothijuloga, care of J. H. B. Shack
elford ; and for the 1st District with the Clerk 
at Dalton. 

31 st. Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Association be respectfully tendered to the 
camp holders and citizens generally, for their 
kindness and hospitality during its present 
session. Called for the circular letter, read 
and received. See No. 8. 

32nd. Adjourned to the time and place above 
named. Prayer by Bro. Selvidge. 

J O H X  C R A W F O R D ,  M o d 'r. 
J. N. CATE, Clerk. 

No. 1. 
Your Committee on publications beg leave 

to make the following report : 
In view of the. great importance of dis-

sembmting light ami knowledge among the 
people as a Denomination, wp respectfuMy 
recommend the reading an 1 circulating such 
Books and Periodicals as tend to the promo
tion of that object. We recom.nee 1 tit ino 
denomination. B nmdiet's Hi story of the B ip-
list, Harris' Prize Essay on Mammon. II >w-
el on Com minimi, the Missionary Journal, 
the Chii.-tian Index, the Tennessee Baptist 
published at Nashville, together with the 
IL.lv Scriptures, which are able to make us 
wise unto life eternal, all oi which is res
pectfully submitted. 

' A. W. BUFORD, Ch'm. ComH. 

No. 2. 
Your Committee on deceased Ministers 

beg leave to report: 
We feel thankful to God. that his kind Prov-

idence has protected the lives of our Minis
ters and that health and union prevails among 
them, for which we return our sincere thanks 
to our Heavenly Father, all of which is res
pectfully submitted. 

G. W. SELVIDGE, Ch'm. Com't. 

No. 3. 
The Committee on the state of religion and 

Sabbath Schools, beg leave to report: 
That religion is in a prosperous condition 

as appears from the information brought up 



In the letters to this Association, showing 
that many of the churches hare been blessed 
with refreshing seasons, from the presence of 
the Lord. In relation to Sabbath Schools, 
we have to say that there are within our 
bounds some schools, which are in a very 
healthy and prosperous condition, particular
ly the one at Conaseatr, which reports a school 
of near seventy scholars, sixteen teachers, 
and a library of GOO volumes, 

We would most earnestly recommend 
the churches in our bounds, to establish Sab
bath Schools in their midst, and report through 
their letters to the next Association the num
ber of scholars, teachers, and volumes in each 
school. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. H,B. SHACKELFORD, Ch'n Com7 

No. 4. 
We your Committee on Finance, beg leave 

to report : 
That we have received for Minutes $30 G5 

For Domestic- Missions, 59 27 

Total 89 82 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. .VI. FIELDS. I n . 
rf. McCONN ELL \ LomL 

No. 5. 
The Treasurer of the Middle OliProkee 

Baptist' Association, begs leave to report that 
he lias received from Financial Committee 
fir minutes, - - .  830 65 
From Financial Committee for D. 

Missions - - - 59 82 
Am i. taken up in the Association (or 

for D. Missions, - - 14 95 
Am i. taken up in the Association Ibr 

Asso. Book, - 4 25 
Balance on hand from last year, 21 99 

Centra C r  $131 57 
By amount paid Jas. Adams D. 

Missionary, - - .  93 G7 
By amount paid Clerk for expense of 

minutes, Aic. 30 65 
u " " " " purchasing 

Book, - - - .  4 25 

SI 31 57 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J G,*B. ADAMS. 
No. 6. 

The Middle Cherokee Baptist Association, 

to all the Associations with whom she corres. 
ponds—sendeth christian salutation : 

DKAK BEKTIITEX—We have the privil. 
ege of corresponding with you by letter, and 
Delegates. We have had a pleasant time 
thus far for our meeting, and a growing in-
terest in the cause of the Redeemer, is man
ifested, and we hope to realize ere its close, 
a glurious refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. 

We acknowledge ourselves friendly to all 
the Benevolent ,Institutions of the age, and 
are pleased to see an increased interest taken 
by the Churches in their support.. 

With our si-ters, IIightower, Sweetwater, 
and Hiwassee Associations—we hereby sol
icit correspondence, with them, and have dele
gated severally the Brethren named in our 
Minutes, to represent us in your body, whom 
we trust you will receive, 

Yours in Gospel Bonds, 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Moderator. 

r 

\ our Domestic Missionary begs leave to 
report that be has labored in the bounds of this 
Association during the past year, six months— 
Baptised 37, assisted in the ordination of two 
Ministers, and two Deacons, and witnessed 
31 conversions. 

JAMES ADAMS. 

CIRCULAR, 
TO THE CHURCHES COMPOSING 

THE MIDDLE CHEROKEE 
ASSOCIATION. 

RELIEVED RUKTUHKN :—Permit, its on this 
occasion, to offer you a few thoughts, on the 
subject of*Prayer : 

The iu>t thing to which we. call your at
tention, is the fact; that, although, under the 
command i»f God, all men are required to 
yrdy.- -yet it is made more particularly, the 
duty of christians; and the promises to in
duce them to this act of obedience, are far 
more mimerous than to any other dusts. 

We are struck with the numerous instan
ces in the Old Testament scriptures, in which 
prayer was efficacious, 'lake fur instance, 
the prayer of Jonah—the many prayers of 
Moses lor The lsrealilos ; the prayers of the 
Prophets of God, and particularly those of 
FMius, which received an immediate answer 
aud a literal fuliilmcnt. 

t 
/ 

I 
• 

In later times, the prayers of those who 
asked benefits, at the hands of the Lord Jesus. 
The prayer of Paul and Silas, when in pris
on—the prayers of the sisters, fir the deliv
erance of Peter out of the house of his ene-
inies. These were all efficacious. The 
thing sought to be accomplished was done, 
and without any other visible agency. 

But, my Brethren, there is one important 
fact connected with these, and indeed, with 
all successful prayer, to which we would call 
your attention : it is this: In all these peti
tions, we find no long prefaces—no unmean
ing combination of words for the sole purpose 
of lengthening the dppartmt devotion. But, 
upon the contrary, the. supplicants come at 
once, to their own condition and wants, or to 
the conditions of those upon whose part the 
prayer was to be offered. 

From these facts, wc conclude that in all 
cur petitions we use too many words, and 
consume too much time. Indeed Brethren, 
we are made to fear Ilint in many instances, 
our prayers are not offered and directed to 
the Supreme Being as they should lie, but to 
frail and ignorant men like ourselves. If 
this is not so, why do bre.hron so frequently 
excuse theniselves from the discharge of this 
duty? Have they never prayed? were their 
prayers never efficacious? If they have 
prayed, and if their prayers received gracious 
answers—and if God is the same and cluing-
eth not : we ask, wh y can they not now pray ? 
We fear that the truth about this matter is— 
that they are possessed of a man-fearing, 
and man-pleasing spirit. 

This my Brethren is a great, evil. But 
great as it is, wo do not think it irremidable. 
Let us search the "scriptures—they are prof
itable unto all things," being given by inspira
tion. First, let us look at the great model— 
the prayer which the blessed Lord taught his 
disciples. How short, how simple—and yet, 
how comprehensive. All that we want,, all 

that wo need, is sought for in this groat model 
petition. 

Again, look at the prayer of theSyrophoe-
niciati woman, who sought for the relief of 
her daughter. How simple, how short—and 
yet how successful. Here it is, " Lord help 
me." No dictation, no circumlocution, but an 
internal evidence of her faith in (he wisdom 
and power of the Saviour,- and an immediate 
reception on her part of the desired blessing. 
W iih the same spirit, and a like result prayed, 
Peter, when sinking ainid the boisterous sea. 
Like brevity distinguishes the prayer of the 
poor repenting Publican. 

From nil these cases we are ready to con
clude, that the great reason why our prayers 
do not ascend and obtain the blessing, is that 
we lotd them down with unmeaning words, 
insulting to God, and debasing to the crea
ture. 

We think the poet's conception : 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed, 

The motion of a hidden fire, 
That trembles in the breast. 

one of the very best descriptions of prayer 
that we have ever seen. 

In conclusion my Brethren, let us unite 
with tlio disciples, and go to the Lord be., 
seeching Hi in to " teach us how to pray.' 

NOTE RY THE CLERK—On Sabbath the 
Missionary sermon was delivered by G. W. 
Selvidge, according to appointment; and a col-
lection taken up forFoieigh Missions, amount-
ingto23 07. Bro. Jas. Adams donated 5 50, 
the bulancpdue him for D. Missionary labors 
last year, to the cause of Foreign Missions. 

The stand was occupied in the afternoon by 
Rev. J. H. B. Shackelford. The congregation 
was large and evinced a deep interest in the 
religious exercises of the day. 

J. N. GATE, Clerk. 

NAMES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS WITHIN THIS ASSOCIATION, AND 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, 
J. H.B. SHACKELFORD, 
A. R.WRIGHT, 
A. W. BUFORD, 
JAMES STRAWN, 
E. McABEE, 
JOHN M. WOOD, 

Cassville. JAMES ADAMS, 
S. G. HAMILTON, 
ANDREW ADAMS, 
EVAN PEARSOU, 
G. W. SELVIDGE, 
J. M. SWANSON, 
JOSEPH TERRY, 

LICENTIATES. 

Spring Place. 

Salafuoy. 
AdairsvUls. 
Little Prairie. 

Dalton. 
Tunnel Hill. 
Holly Creek. 

DUNCAN TERRY. 



m i n t t e s  

O F  T H E  

FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 

MERCER UNIVERSITY LI^AfJf,-

MACON. GA. 

j 

M I D D L E  C H E R O K E E  

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
h e l d  a t  t h e  

S a l a q i t o B  &  a  m  P  ®  *  0  u  n  *  •  

GORDON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 

Convened on Friday 20th September, 1550, 

T. T.  CHRIST AIN, PUBLISHER, 

PALTON, GA. 

iee on Deceased Minis-
llftt. . 'cad and receieved. See eew* 

>rl*» N«. 3. 
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M I N U T E S .  
Salaqooy CAMr GROUND, > 

Gordon Co., Ga., Sept. 20,1850. $ 
The delegates composing the M iddle Cher

okee Association, convened according to pre
vious appointment. The Introductory Ser
mon was delivered by Elder J. H. B. Shac
kelford, from the First Epistle General of 
John, 4th chapter, and 11th verse ; immedi
ately after which the Body was called to or-
der, and the letters from twenty-one church
es were read, the names of delegates enroll, 
ed, and statistics noted. 

The Association then elected Eld. John 
Crawford, Moderator, and E. King, Clerk. 

A letter was then received from Zion 
church, asking admission into our union ; 
when, on motion, she was received as aeon-
fitituent member of our body, the right hand 
of fellowship extended to her delegates, and 
they invited to seats. 

Brethren Elijah Dillard, Win. Dillard, J. 
G. B. Adams, J. L. Chapman, and E. M. 
Gait, were appointed a committee on preacn-
ing. 

There was then an intermission of about 
an hour, after which the Association again 
assembled : prayer h) Elder A. Vandiver. 

Then received a letter of correspondence, 
with a bundle of minutes, from the Ellijay 
Association, by the hand of her messengers, 
Elders Win. Bates and Wm. T. Fleming, 
who were invited to seats. 

Elder A. Vandiver then offered himself 
as a delegate from the Coosa River Associa
tion : no letter, but was invited to a seat. 

Ministering brethren, of our order, pres-
, ent, were invited to seats with us in council, 

when Elder James Strawn accepted the in. 
vitation. 

The Moderator announced the following 
standing committees: On Arrangements, 
the Mediator and Clerk, together with Eld
ers Shackelford, Wright, and James Adams; 
on Union Meetings, Gait, of lstdist., Rus
sell, of 2d dist., and Towers, of 3d dist.; on 
Finance, J. L. Chapman and Hugh M'Don
ald ; 011 Nominations, J. G- B. Adams; on 
Publications, Shackell'drd, Gilbert and Drum-
mond; on Deceased Ministers, Jus. Adams 
and Wright; on Religion and Sabbath 
Sekools, Henson. Cobb and Ellis. 

Then adjourned until to-m»rr®w aMrafcgt 
prayer by Elder A. R. Wright. 

SATURDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The Association met pursuant to adjourn

ment : prayer by Elder James Adams. 
T he roll was called, and absentees wer® 

marked. 
Report of committee on arrangements 

was colled for, read and received. 
Received a letter from Sycamore Springs 

Union Meeting, Hamilton county, Tenn., by 
the hand of their messenger, Edward J. 
Bunyard, praying a continuation of our cor-
respondence with the Stale Line Union Bap. 
list Association. The messenger was re
ceived, and invited to a seat. 

Appointed J. Crawford, Wright and Tow-
ers an executive committee. 

Agreed to hold the next session of this 
body with tne church at Oothcaloga, to com
mence 011 Friday before the Fourth Lord's 
day in September, 1850. 

Agreed to consider the requests of Mount 
Moriah and Mount Hermon churches, with 
regard to domestic missions. 

Resolved, That this body recommend to 
the churches, to send up annually whatever 
amount they are willing to contribute for do
mestic missions, and this body pledges itself 
to use the means, thus furnished, in having 
tho gospel preached to the destitute within 
its bounds. 

Report of committee on Union meetings 
called for, read, and adopted as follows : in 
the 1st district, at Spring Place, embracing 
the third sabbath in May next; in the 2nd 
district, at New Liberty, embracing the sec
ond sabbath in August next; and in the 3d 
district, at Woflord's Cross Roads, embrac* 
ing the fourth sabbath in July next. 

Called for the report of committee en 
Publications, which was read and received. 
See No. 1, committee reports. 

Called for the report of committee on 
Sabbath Schools, which was read, amend-
ee and adopted. See committee reports, 
No. 2. 

Roport of committee on Deceased Minis
ters called for, read and receieved. See eon* 
mittes reports, Ne. 3. 



Report of committee on Nominations call
ed for, read and received, as folllows: Eld. 
A. Adams, to preach the next Introductory 
sermon; A. W. Bufort, his alternate: A. 
It. Wright, to preach the Missionary ser
mon; J. II. B. Shackelford, b is alternate :  
E. King, to write the Circular Letter. 

Report of committee on Finance called 
for, read and received. See committee re-
ports, No. 4. 

Adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Two O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Met pursuant to adjournment: prayer by 

Elder Ellis. 
Circular Letter called for, read and adopt

ed. 
Appointed bro. J. G. B. Adams, Treas

urer. 
Appointed broth. J. Crawford, E. M* Gait, 

James Strawn, Duncan Terry, W. A Ellis, 
W. .M. Cloer, J. J. Gilbert, A. R. Wright, 
Thomas Sullivan, and Win. O. Bell, dele-
gales to the Baptist State Convention of 
Georgia. 

Appointed the following corresponding 
messengeis to the following Associations : 
Coosa, former appointments continued; JEI-
lijay, Elders James Adams, W. A. Ellis, J. 
J. Gilbert, A. M. Lan lers, and A. Chastain; 
Hightower, continued former appointments; 
Tallasehatchy, continued former appoint
ments; Sweet Water, brethren J. J.Gil-
ber, and James Strawn ; State Line, former 
appointments continued. 

On motion, a correspondence is discon
tinued with the Hiwaasee Association, 011 
account of its session being at the same 
time as ours. 

Resolved, That we adopt the following as 
our letter of correspondent to all our sister 
Associations, with whom we hold correspon
dence : 

The Middle Cherokee Baptist Association 
to her sister Associations, sendeth christian 
slutation. 

QJSAR BRETHREN:—We have the privi
lege of corresponding with you by letter and 
delegates. We have had a pleasant time, 
thus far, for our meeting, and a growing in
terest is manifested in the cause of the Re
deemer; and we hope, ere its close, to real
ize a gloiious refreshing from the Lord.— 
We are friendly to all the benevolent enter
prises of the day, and are pleased to see an 
increased interest taken by the churches in 
their support. We have delegated, several
ly, the brethren named in our Minutes, to 
represent us in your different bodies, whom, 
we trust, you will receive as worthy a seat 
in your councils. 

Resolved,That this body request the chur

ches, to send up, in their annual letters, the 
names of ministers, ordained and licensed ; 
the name of their pastor; the post-office of 
the church ; and the time of holding their 
monthly meetings. 

Resolved, That the names of Elders M. 
M. Blalock and S. P. Rowland, be added to 
our list of ministers, being heretofore over
looked. 

Resolved, That the brother clerk be in-
structed to distribute the minutes of the As
sociation, in proportion to the funds sent up 
from each church, without regard to the 
number of members composing each church. 

Resolved, That we appoint one member 
from each church represented in this body, 
who may feel authorized to take up and re
ceive contributions, for the purpose of dtln-
estio missions ; and also, that each delegate 
from this body, be authrized to take up, re
ceive, and carry forth contributions for for
eign missions, and other uses of the Con
vention ; and further, the delegation from 
this body, is authorized and expected to fill 
any vacancy occurring amongst them, by 
appointing any other member of our order, 
to fill their place, or places. 

Resolved', That this body do recommend 
that our present clerk apply to the former 
clerk of this body, for the Association book 
of Record; and that he be requested to make 
record 1  Lei in of the history of this Associa
tion, from its origination to the present date, 
inclusive. 

Resolved, That the clerk engage the 
printing of 1200 copies of the minutes of 
the present session of this body; that he 
distribute the same, by enclosing them in a 
strong envelope, and mailing them to the 
churches to which they beiong; and after 
paying for the s tine, that he le'&in the bulance 
of the money appropriated for minutes for his 
services. 

QUERY. What is gospel order in taking 
up, and dealing with a brother, who is guil
ty of the sin of fornication ? . 

ANSWER. We advise the churches to 
deal with him as in all public offences, and 
if found guilty, put him away from amongst 
you at once. 

Adjourned until 9 o'clock, Monday morn-
ing. 

The stand was occupied on Sabbath by 
the preaching brethren, who preached to a 
large and well ordered audience : we trust, 
with good effect, much to the edification of 
saints, alarming of sinners, and comforting 
of mourners; and we are encouraged to 
believe, that the labors thus dispensed by 
the '•••"•Hren, will be as bread cast upon the 

Wafers, which may, after many days, be 
•gathered together again. 

After some very beautiful and appropriate 
remarks by Elder J. Crawford, in the close 
of the forenoon services, on tho subject of 
missions, a publicollection was taken up, 
amounting to $20,85 

MONDAY, 9 o'clock, A. M. 
Met pursuant to adjournment: prayer by 

brother Cobb. 
In compliance with a resolution passed by 

this body at its present session, appointed 
the following brethren to take up contribu
tions from their churches for domestic mis
sions : for the First Baptist Church at Dal-
too, J. Newman; Holly Spring, J. Terry; 
Macedonia, II. Inman; Mount Ilermort, R. 
J. Sianfieid ; Pleasant Valley, Sam'l Miller; 
Swamp Creek, Nicholas Masters; Spring 
Place, E. M. Gall; West Union, R.Cobb; 
Bethesda, A. T. Smith; Bethel, J. M. 
Fields; Bethlehem, F. M. Gibbs; Cedar 
Creek, P. I. Barton ; Mount Moriah, Osborn 
Adams; New Liberty, R. Russell; Cass-
ville, John Russell; Conasena, T. M. Hen-
son; Enon, Melton Wright; New Bethel, 
W. Drummond ; Oothcaloga, J. G. Moony ; 
Unity, J. F. Reynolds; Wofford's Cross 
Roads, James WoU'ord ; Zion, Ruftin Ginn. 

Agreed to reconsider the requests of the 
Mount Moriah and Mount Hermon church
es, with regard to domestic missions, and to 
appropriate the amount taken up yesterday 

m > !£ domestic missions; and appointed M'Mi-
rHilior, J. G. B. Adams, Drummond, 

^  ̂h(^Q^#bb, a committee to consider and re-
liow ,m 1 ich domestic mis denary labor 

G fyq, sjfllljVefraqe '°r ' ' l0  ensuing year, and 
who will be a proper person to render the 
service. The committee wifhdrew from the 
body, and after a short absence, reported 
the name of James Adams, as a suitable 
person to be engaged to render six months' 
services as a domestic missionary: that he 
be authorized to take up collections, when 
and where he may deem it expedient for the 
support of his mision; that he render the 
tame, in Lis report; that he receive $20 per 
month for his services; and that the Treas
urer pay him the amount now 011 hand.— 
Report adopted. 

On motion, the query taken up late Sat
urday evening, is reconsidered ; and tho an
swer thereunto appended, as appears from 
this minute, substituted in lieu of the one 
then appended. 

Agreed that Matthew Thompson bo pub
lished as no longer a member of our order, 
he holding a loiter of dismission from the 
church, and living in disoider. 

QUERY. IS it according to gospel order, 

for a member of the Baptist Church to be 
engaged in making, selling, or otherwise 
vending, spirituous liquors, to the injury of 
those who will suffer themselves to be injur
ed by their intemperate use? 

ANSWER. We consider the practices nam
ed in the query, contrary to gospel order, 
and totally unchristian in their spirit and 
tendency we further recommend to the chur
ches to adopt measures (or their suppression, 
wherever they may exist. 

QUERY. Has thp church the right to de
mand of a minister Lis credenti: Is, for disor
der, without the aid of a presbytery? 

On motion, agreed to lay the query on the 
table for the present. 

Resolved, That we tender our thanks to 
the people of this vicinity, and especially to 
the friends and brethren encamped at this 
place, for the kind and hospitable manner, 
in which they have entertained the mem
bers of this body, and other persons in at
tendance at this meeting. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Moderator. 
E. KING, Clerk. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS. 
NUMBER 1. 

Your Committee on Publications bog 
lave to make the following report: 

In view of the great importance of dis
seminating light and knowledge among the • 
people, we respectfully recommend Bene
dict's History of the Baptists, Harris' prize 
Essay on Mammon, Howell on Communion, 
the Missionary Journal, the Tennessee Bap. 
tint, the Christian Index, and a more eaten-
sive circulation of the books generally issued 
by the Southern Baptist Publication Society, 
together with the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make us wise unto salvation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN J. G1LERT, Ch'rm'u 

NUMBER 2. 
The Committee 011 the State of Religion 

and Sabbath Schools, beg leave to report : 
That religion is in a progressive condi

tion, in some parts of our Association; 
while we sincerely regret the unfavorable ac
counts from other churches and sections. 

In relation to sabbath schools, we have to 
say, that there are within our bounds some 
schools, which are in a very healthy and 
prosperous condition : one at Conasena, that 
reports 91 students, 8 teachers, and a libra
ry of 809 volumes, which is kept by a faith-
ful librarian; one at New Liberty, which 
appears to have a growing interest, and re
ports nearly 100 students, 16 teachers, and 
a library of 250 volumes ; one at Oothcalo
ga; which appears in a healthy condition 



and reports a supe.-intendant, n iibr&riaa, 
15 teachers, about 70 students, and a libra
ry of 250 volumes ; one at Encn, which re
ports GG students—no further information 
reported to this body; also one at Swamp 
Creek, which reports 90 students, 12 teach
ers, and a library of 150 volumes. VVo 
would most earnestly recommend (he chur
ches, in our bounds, to establish sabbath 
schools in their midst, and report, through 
their letters, to the next Association, the 
number of students, teachers, and volumes 
in each school. Your committee further 
beg leave to state that the Institution is pro. 
ductive of much good in gaining religious 
knowledge, and well worthy the patronage 
and support of God's people. All which is 
most respectfully submitted. 

ROWLAND COBB, Ch'm'n. 

NUMBER 3. 
Your Committee on Deceased Ministers, 

beg leave to submit the following report: 
If any minister in the bounds o f  this As

sociation, has died within the past year, wo 
are not informed thereof. For litis mark of 
kindness, in the dispensation of God's provi-
dence, we desire to lie thankful. All which 
is most respectfully submitted. 

JAMES AD A MS, ch'm'n. 

Reserved for printing and distrik-
uting minutes, . . . $80,#• 

Received for Foreign Missions, 10,50 

T o t a l ,  . . . .  $ 4 0 , 8 0  
All which is most respectfully submitted. 

J. L. CHAPMAN, Ch'rm'ti. 

NUMBER 5. 
Your Treasurer would most respectfully 

submit the following report: 
Ilec'd of Fin. C 'm'tee for minutes $70.30 

»» •» »» II ,, 1 • Miss 10,50 
„ J. Crawford, „ II. „ 5,00 

Ain't taken up on (Sabbath, 26 85 

NUMBER 4-
Your Committee on Finance beg beg 

leave to submit the following report; 

Total, $72,65 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. G. B. ADAMS, Ch'rtn'n. 

List of Ministers belonging to our Associa
tion, their Post Office Address, <$-c. 
John Crawford, Cassville ; J. H. B. Shac

kelford, do.; A. R. W.ight, do.; A. W. Bu. 
fhrd, do.; James Strawn, Spring Place; E* 
M'Abee, do.; John M. Wood, do.; James 
Adams, Snlaquoy; S. G. Hamilton, Adairs-
ville ; Andrew Adams, Little Prairie; Ev-
an Pearson, Cold Water; G. W. Selvidge, 
Dalton ; J- M. Swanson, Tunnel Hill; Jo-
seph Terry, Holly Creek; M. M. Blalock, 
Calhoun; S. P. Rowland, Kingston; Dili-
ry D. Roach, do, 

Licentiates.—Duncan Terry ; 
Cloer, 

C I R C  V L A 11 
Middle Cherokee Baptist Association to the 

Brethren and Sitters, constituents of her 
body sendeth Christian sahtlalion. 
BRETHREN :—As your representatives, our 

heavenly father has again permitted us to con
vene, lor the purpose of advising and consulting 
together with reference to the interest and ad
vancement of our d<-ar Redeemer's kindont.— 
Another year's work is about tinished. We 
have nnjde another year's advance towards our 
graves—may we say towards the heavenly Ca
naan. Yes, U wo are Cods children, we are 
nearer than when we last convened, to that 
blessed abode when all our Cares and trials shall 
be forgotten. But, dear brethren,' how is it t tat 
so little has been done in the vineyard of our 
Master the past year ? Is it the existence of a 
tault, if so where dues it exist, with the uuisti r 
or with his servants ! A'one can dare think that 
the arm of Jehovah is weak or shortened, that 
he cannot save, or that he is deaf, that he can
not, hear, and especially that lie is unwilling, 
and will therefore not extend his saving benefits 
if saught unto. No Brethren, no; a momenta 

w&H, mc apprehend* enable u? to. .ret. 

and feel the deli nquence. It is ns and in us the 
fault lies. Though surrounded with the numer
ous blessings and comforts of life, religiously, 
publicly and pecuniarily, we have become proud 
and vain, and would m the face of the great 
command, have other Gods and fall down and 
worship before them. We have neglected our 
duty—we have seen sinners perishing and soun
ded not the a arm—we have suffered our adver
sary, the devil, to go at large, destroying and 
seeking to destroy our neighbors, our children, 
our brethren in the flesh ; our own dear children 
the offspring of our own body's, we permit him 
to tampi r with. Yia, may we not say that we 
even invite Inm to cur own houses, while we 
know or ought to know, that blood alone satiates 
— souls alone are his seeking*. Brethren why 
is it so, the blessed Saviour linds more enemies 
and fewer friends. The meek and lowly Jesus 
finds not where to lay his head, though his be 
a mission ot love, though he shed his blood on 
the cross for us. Our heart-.almost faints with
in us oilwhen we see the indifference mani
fold by the christian world ; though the night 
co.in shuts in when no man can work, we see 
rnvriyof the professed followers of the blorwd 

k—Wt stauding idle.. Ye*, worse llawi idhj of
ten in the haunts of sin and dissipation, may 
we say aiding and abeting; putting their own 
light under a bushel, while s>nners plunge be
neath the wrath of God for want of the light. 
which they should emit. Here suffer us "to 
•peak of some of the faults, or existing evils 
prevalent amongst us, which we consider of the 
grosser character. One is the making and ven
ding of ardent spirits and the use of them as a 
beverage, even as we are sometimes pleased to 
•ay temperately. When we consider the hin
drance this evil lias produced and the clog it lias 
been to us as a denomination, and to the cause 
of religion generally; the awful, the inlescri-
bably awful consequences, which have attended 
these things, we are induced to cry out, in the 
language of one of old: Oh that our head were 
waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears, that 
we might weep day and night for the slain of 
the daughters of my people Israel, They length
en out the catalogue of crime in their consequen
ces—they prepare places and instruments for 
almost every other character ot crime, and we 
are made to suffer under their influence. 

Brethren, these things, if true,you will know 
?t, and if true, ought not to be so. May we, 
without being or appearing presumptive* sug
gest a remedy ? Though we fear, when we re
member the present existing state of indiffer
ence, that, though it be good, will not be adop
ted ; it will but receive a passing notice, a wa c of 
the head, and a nap of sleep, preach its funeral 
and all future remembrance of it be consigned to 
the grave of forgetfulness. Be this as it may, 
brethren, since a strict account has to be render
ed by us all, we venture. 

Our ministering brethren : Beloved brethren, 
does there exist fault among you, if so, yon if 
Christians, will not deny it. Do you not labor 
more in defence of your own peculiar doctrine 
than in persuading sinners to forsake their sinful 
course, repent of their sins, believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, enlist under the banner of King 
Emanuel and in his glorious work, and warn 
their fellow mortals to escape for life. Is it too 
much the case, brethren, or is it. not ? If it be 
so, beloved brethren, you should willingly aban
don it immediately. Adopt an improvement, and 
whatsoever your hands find to do, do it with your 
might. Brethren, Deacons and Fathers in Is
rael, does any part of the fault lie in you or in 
yourduties? If so,you will surely abandon it 
if made sensible thereof. Yours is a responsi
ble station; your example is looked to; your 
walk scrutinized. Satan with all the wisdom of 
a serpent, paints out to the man of the world.— 
Your silvered heads marks your foibles—derides 
la* religion of our blessed master. Fathers, 

dear father*, much of iW work i» thine, ye! a»; 
more than you are able, through God; to da-
Keep your lamps trimmed, burning with a good 
supply of. oil therein--teach .the, young men to 
be 6ober-rtiinded, let them see in you a strict ad
herence to the faultless rule given for your guide. 
Let your communications be vea, yea, nay. nay, 
since more is of evil. Teach them to avoid the 
quicksands and brakers which your christian 
experience has possessed yon with a knowledge 
of. Brethren and sisters, all who feel not "to 
come under the former heads, what can we say 
to you. Are you on your road to the promised 
land? Do you find among you nothing want
ing ? Can you lay your hands upon your bos
om, plead innocence of all the foregoing cata
logue? Nay brethren,surely not; the glorious 
ship of the gospel would not move on so tardily 
if no canvass w is spread to counter winds. If 
your light was not part darkness, we think sin 
would want a place sufficient dark, in this wide 
earth, to hide her deformity. No dear brethren, 
what are we to do, shall we allow our own 
wicked and slothful hearts to deceive us louder, 
and cheat us out of another years work ? Shall 
we allow our common enemy, the Devil, who 
deceived our fore parents, who long blinded and 
deceived us, who is going to and fro in the earth 
seeking whom lie may devour—seeking the 
Wood of our neighbors, our friends, our own 
beloved children ; and shall we cry peace, peace, 
when their is no peace? No brethren, let us 
engage with all the powers of our souls to make 
one faithful, persevering and indefatigable years 
work for God, marking every step of the ene
my, of the world and of our own wicked hearts; 
and bo sure, brethren, yes, be sure and doubt 
not. but the rains will descend, the glorious ~— 
of the gospel will shine with all its benign i 
ence; and such a crop, such a harvest wit 
the bounds of our own beloved association w 
not. fiave ever before been realized; the Mills 
ial day will have dawned. Brethren do we b 
li *ve it, do we know it ? If we do, lie that kno\ 
eth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is si 
Brethren en masse, shall this, as the voic-
your advisary council, be disregarded ? S 
it be read once and laid aside to be rememb 
no more ? Surely not. May the Lord influe 
our every heart to determine, and give 
strength to carry out one faithful years work 
our blessed Lord and Master. Let ns as min
isters exhort sinners more, and as members pray 
more, especially in our families, talk more about 
the goodness.of God, meet oftern together, es
tablish and attend Sabbath Schools, and great 
good will as surely be the result as that God'i 
word is true. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Mod'or. 
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M I N U T E S  
According to previous appointment, 

the delegates composing the Middle 
Cherokee Baptist Association, convened 
with the Oothcaloga Baptist Church, on 
the 26th day of September, 1851. 

1. The Introductory Sermon was de
livered by Elder ANDREW ADAMS, from 
Luke, 1st chapter and latter part of the 
17th verse; at the close of which, an in
termission of ten minutes was given, af
ter which, the delegates re-assembled ; 
and prayer by Elder BEAUFORD, the body 
was called to order and Elder J. II. B. 
SHACKELFORD appointed reading Clerk; 
when letters from twenty-three Churches 
were read, and the names of delegates 
enrolled. 

2. The Association then elected Elder 
JOHN CRAWFORD Moderator, and EUSIIA 
KING Clerk. 

3. On motion, the Door was then 
opened for the reception of Churches ; 
whereupon, letters wero presented from 
Pleasant Hill, Mount Carmel, Zion Hill, 
Etowah and Union-water Valley church
es, which were received, and the right 
hand of Fellowship extended to their 
delegates. 

4. Letters wero then called for from 
corresponding bodies, and the following 
were presented : one from the Coosa As
sociation, by the hand of hor delegate, 
Elder Richard Howard. 

Also, a letter from the Etowah As
sociation, by the hand of her delegate, 
C. F. Lay. 

Also from Ellijay Association, a letter 
by the hand of hor delegato, W. T. 
Fleming. 

Also a Letter and Minutes, from the 
State Lino Association, by the hand of 
her delegate, Elder J. Burke. 

Also, a Letter from the Tallapoosa 
Baptist Association, by the hand of her 
delegates. Elder's F. M. Haygood and 
J. W. Givins. 

5. Ministering Brethren present, were 
then invited to seats in our Councils, 
whereupon M. W. Vandiver, A. S. M. 
Vandiver, Benjamin King and J. N. 
Celia accepted the invitation. 

6. Then on motion, the Moderator 
appointed Jesse Swain and J. G. Mau-
ney, of Oothcaloga Church ; J. N. Cate, 
from 1st. District; Elijah Dillard, from 
2nd. District; and W. 0. Bell, from 

3rd. District, a committee on Preaching. 
7. Then the Moderator and Clerk, J. 

IT. B. Shackelford, Ira R. Foster and 
G. W. Selvedge, were appointed a com-
milteo on Arrangements. 

8. Then appointed Brethren, McMi-
chael, from 1st District; J. L. Chapman, 
from 2nd District and M. Right, from 
3rd District, a committee on Union Meet
ings. 

9. Then appointed, John King and 
W. 0. Bell, acommitete on Finance. 

10. Then appointed, Tarver, from 1st 
District; Murphy, from 2nd District 
and Foster from 3rd District, a commit
tee on Nominations. 

11. Then appointed, Selvedge, Beau-
ford, Shackelford, James Adams and 
Cate, a committee on Publications. 

12. Then appointed, Strawn and 
Hamilton, a committee on deceased Min
isters. 

13. Then appointed, Russell and 
Hamilton, a committee on Religion and 
Sabbath Schools. 

14. Then appointed, Bell, Foster, 
Selvedge, Beauford and Andrew Adams, 
a committee on Missions. 

15. Then appointed, Shackelford, 
Beauford, Selvedge, Foster and John 
King, a committee on Ministerial Edu
cation. 

16. Then adjourned until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow, A. M. Prayer, by Elder 
Beauford. 

SATURDAY, 9 o'clock, A. M. 
The Association met pursuant to ad

journment : Prayer by Elder Shackel
ford. 

1. Report of committee an Arrange
ments called for, read, received and the 
committee discharged. 

2. Ministering Brethren present, were 
again invited to seats in our Councils, 
whereupon Elder Eli Ball accepted the 
invitation. 

3. Report of the committee on de
ceased Ministers offered, received and 
the committee discharged. 

4. The report of the committee on 
Publications offered, received and the 
committee discharged. 

• 5. The report of the committee on 
Ministerial Education offered, received 
and committee discharged. 



6. The report of the committee on 
Nominations offered, received and the 
committee discharged. 

7. Elder James Adams, then present
ed his report as Domestic Missionary, 
which was read and received. 

8. M. Right being absent, Elder M. 
M. Blalock was appointed in his place, 
on the committee on Union Meetings. 

9. I. II. Foster then offered the fol
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of live 
be appointed, whoso duty it shall be to 
enquire into the expediency of calling a 
Minister's and Deacon's Meeting, at 
some convenient time and place, with a 
corresponding call, to our sister Associ
ations, and to make a report thereof as 
soon as practicable. 

10. In pursuance of the above resolu
tion, Foster, Selvedge, Beauford, Shack
elford and James Adams, were appointed 
a committee to report accordingly. 

11. Then dismissed until 2 o'clock, 
P. M. Prayer by Elder Ellis. 

EVENING SESSION, 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Met pursuant to appointment: Prayer 

by Elder A. Yandiver. 
12. Brother Hamilton being absent, 

Brother Strawn was appointed in his 
place on the committee on Religion and 
Sabbath Schools. 

13. The report of the committee on 
Union Meetings offered, received and 
laid on the table. 

14. Then agreed to take no further 
notice of Union Meetings. 

15. The committee on Finance then 
offered their report, which, was read and 
received and the committee discharged. 

1G. The Treasurer then offered his 
report, which was received. 

17. Agreed to take up and consider 
the Querry from the Church at Woffords 
Cross Road's, which is as follows : 

Querry, If a member is holding a let
ter of dismission from a church, anri pre
vious to putting it into another church, 
he gets into a difficulty with a member 
of tho church which gave him the letter, 
has the church which gave him the let
ter, a right to deal with him if he has 
afterwards joined another church. 

Answer: Tho church granting the 
letter has cognizance of tho case. 

18. Tbe'committoc on Missions offer
ed their report, which waa read, received 
and the committee discharged. 

19. On motion, Brother Ball is re
quested to preach a sermon, at two o'
clock on to morrow, upon the subject of 
Foreign Missions, and to take up a col
lection for tho same. 

Adjourned until 9 o'clock, Monday 
morning. Prayer by Brother Ball. 

On Sabbath, agreeable to arrange
ment, the stand was occupied at 9 o'clock 
A. M., by G. W. Selvedge, followed by 
Elder J. II. B. Shackelford, upon tho 
subject of Missions, after which a collec
tion was taken up for home Missions, 
amounting to $16 05 cts. There was 
then an intermission until 2 o'clock, P. 
M., when again tho stand was occupied, 
by Elder Eli Ball, who preached on the 
subject of Foreign Missions, and at the 
close of his Sermon a collection was ta
ken up, amounting to the sum of $25-
00 cts ; tho Brethren labored fervently 
and with much zeal and ability, and a 
deep feeling and great solemnity, pre
vailed throughout the large assemblage 
of people, which were collected on the 
occasion. 

MONDAY MORNING, 9 o'clock, A. BI. 
Blot pursuant to adjournment. Prayer 

by the Moderator. 
1. Resolved, That the time of the 

meeting of this Association be changed, 
from Friday to Saturday. 

2. Resolved, That each Church send 
up, in future, two delegates to the Asso
ciation, unless she may consist of more 
than one hundred members, in that event 
they shall send one delegate for every 
fifty members they may have in fellow
ship. 

3. Resolved, That we recommend to 
the Churches to solicit such delegates to 
attend the Association, as will remain 
until the adjournment of the body. 

4. The committee to whom was referr
ed the duty of inquiring into the expe
diency of calling a BJinister's and Dea
con's meeting, offered their report, which 
was read and adopted. 

5. Received from Spring Place Church 
88 00 for Indian Blissions. 

G. Report of committee on the State 
of Religion and Sabbath Schools offered, 
read and adopted. 

7. Resolved, That the services of our 
late travelling Blissionary, Brother James 
Adams, are approved and duly appreciat
ed by the body. 

8. Resolved, That at the request of 
Blacedonia Church, she be permitcd to 
publish in our Blinutes, Win. B. Steven
son as an cxcamunicant from their church 
for having departed from our faith, and 
refusing when called on, to surrendor up 
a Licence given him by that church, re
cognising him as a Blinister of our Order. 

9. Theu proceeded to appoint the fol

lowing delegates to tho following Asso
ciations : 

To tho Ellijay, Elder James Adams 
and Andrew Adams. 

To the Coosa, Brethren Waters, ITcn-
son, W. Right, Williams and Benton. 

To the Etowah, Brethren W. Right, 
Foster, Elder Beauford and Williams. 

To the State Line, Elder Selvedge, 
Ellis and Brethren Kecth and Benton. 

To the Tallapoosa, Elder's Selvedge 
and Crawford, and Brethren Wright, 
Blurphy and Foster. 

10. Then elected the following Bre
thren, as delegates to the Georgia Bap
tist State Convention, Elder's J. Craw
ford, A. R. Wright, J. II. B. Shackel
ford, James Adams, A. W. Beauford, G. 
W. Selvedge, and Brethren Ira It. Fos
ter, E. BI. Gait, E. J. Tarver and T. 
A. Sullivau. 

11. Resolved, That the Clerk write 
to each Church in tho Tallapoosa Bap
tist Association, informing them of the 
appointment of our General Blinisters 
and Delegates Bleeting, to conveno at 
Oothcaloga Baptist Church, on Friday 
before the 4th Sabbath in August next. 

12. Then appointed, Brother Ira R. 
Foster, Treasurer of this Association. 

13. Then agreed to print fifteen hun
dred copies of tho Blinutes of this As
sociation, and that tho Clerk superintend 
tho printing and distribution of the same, 
and that he be allowed $15 00 for his 
services. 

14. Resolved, That each Blale mem
ber composing this Association, be rc-
quosfed to prayerfully read the new Tes
tament as early as possible, mark down 
every passage therein contained, in re-
ferance to Church Government, and re
port the same to our General Union 
Meeting, to be held at Oothcaloga 
Church in August next, and in the mean 
time, treasure up tho same in their me
mories. 

15. Tho Financial Committee report, 
as having settled with Elder James 
Adams, our former Blissionary, and find 
still duo him $11 55 cts ; whereupon 
the Body proceeded forthwith to make 
up to him the sum of $8 55 cts; and he 
then forgave the balance of the debt. 

16. Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Body are duo, and are hereby tendered 
to the Brethren and friends of this neigh
borhood, for their kind and hospitable 
treatment towards us, during our sojourn 
amongst them. 

J. CRAWFORD, Moderator. 
E. KING, Clerk. 

COMMITTEE REPORT'S. 

Your Committee on deceased Minis-
tors, beg leave to report the following : 

If any Minister of the Gospel in tho 
bounds of this Association has died since 
our last annual Bleeting wo are not in
formed thereof, and for this special mark 
of the favour of our heavenly Father, 
wo desire to be sincerely thankful. All 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES STRAWN, Chairman. 
Your Committee on Publications, beg 

leave to make the following report : 
In view of the importance of dissemi

nating religious knowledge, we would 
especially recommend the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures. We would also re
commend Benedicts History of the Bap
tist; ITowell on Communion ; the Ency
clopedia of Religious knowledge, and 
the standard periodicals of our Denomi
nation. We would recommend tho 
Psalmist, published by the Southern 
Publication Society, as a suitable Hymn 
Book for the use of the Churches. All 
of which, is respectfully submitted. 

G. W. SELVEDGE, Chairman. 
The Committee on Ministerial Educa

tion, beg leave to report: 
After giving due attention to the sub

ject, and greatly feeling the necessity of 
an improvement in our Blinistry, would 
respectfully recommend a spirit of Chris
tian emulation on the subject of Educa
tion, a thorough knowledge of the Bible, 
the advantages of the Institution of 
Learning, and a general knowledge of 
the rise and progress of Religion, by 
availing themselves of the instructions of 
tho Elderly Class of Ministers, and 
Ecclesiastic History; that the Blinister of 
Gods truth may ho able to enlighten, 
and instruct his congregations, and 
spread truth and light abroad, to the 
Glory of God, and the mutual benefit of 
each other, and to the edification of the 
Church. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

J. II. R. SHACKELFORD, Chr. 
The Committee on Nominations, beg 

leave to report as follows: 
Elder G. W. Selvedge, to preach tho 

Introductory Sermon, and Elder J. IT. 
B. Shackelford, his alternate ; Elder J. 
Crawford, to preach the Blissionary Ser
mon, and Elder James Adams, his alter
nate, and Elder A. W. Beauford, to write 
the Circular Letter. 

E. G. TARVER, Chairman. 

Your Domestic Missionary, begs leave 
to make the following report: 

Rode in the service of this Associa-



tion 195 days; traveled over 1,901 
miles, preacbed 1G0 Sermons, besides 
family Lectures and Exhortations; wit
nessed eight conversions, aided in the 
constitution of one Church, ordained one 
Deacon, Baptised twenty-five persons, 
delivered twenty-nine Temperance Lec
tures, and have been the humble instru
ment under God, of convincing Distill
ers of their errors, and caused them to 
renounce their unhallowed occupations, 
and in a word, hope I have done some
thing in promoting Temperance and So
briety, and thereby stopped the flowing 
tears of the inebriate's, wife and children. 
All of which, is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES ADAMS, D. M. 
Your Committee on Finance, beg 

leave to submit the following report: 
Contributed for Minutes, $33 81 

" " D. Missions, 69 25 
" " Foreign " 11 05 

Contributed for Foreign Mis
sions, paid Brother Ball, 7 97 

$1-22 68 
Fifty one dollars and seventy-five 

cents of the above amount contributed 
for Domestic Missions in the bands of 
Elder James Adams, as per receipts. 

The balance of the sum total as above 
paid, paid into the bands of J. G. B. 
Adams, Treasurer. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

WM. 0. BELL, Chairman. 
Your Treasurer would respectfully 

submit the following report: 
Amount remaining in the Trea

sury from last year. : : $10 50 
Am't. ree'd. of Financial Com. 70 93 
" paid into the hands of D. 
Missionary as per receipt, 51 75 

$133 18 
Credit by am't. paid Brother 

E. King Clerk, $33 81 
Credit by ain't p'd Br. E Ball, 7 97 

Ballance remaining in hands of Trea
surer of $99 30, in cash and receipts. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. G. B. ADAMS, Treasurer. 
Your Committee on Missions, beg 

leave to make the following report: 
We feel grateful to God for tho suc

cess of our Missions, both Foreign and 
Domestic, and wo advise the Churches to 
give to those Board's their corporation, 
Prayers atul Money; we would further 
recommend, that tho Churches of this 
Association take into consideration tho 
destination within their bounds, and that 
they see that their pastors or preachers, 
give them stated preaching, thereby ex

tending tho bounds of their churches so 
as to occupy all the field. 

\\ a think tho policy of employing an 
itinerant Missionary, is not practicable 
under existing circumstances. All of 
which is most respectfully submitted. 

G. W. SELVEDGE, Chairman. 

Tho committee to whom was rcfered 
tho subject of enquiring into the cxpe-
dianey of appointing a Minister's and 
Deacon's Meeting &c., beg leave to re
port : that they have bad the same un
der consideration, and that in view of 
tho increasing of tho Baptist denomina
tion in this section of the country, and 
the importance of harmony and unanimi
ty of sentiment with the Brethren, in re
ference to Faith, Discipline, Missionary 
operations &c.; would most respectfully 
and earnestly recommend, that a great 
Union Meeting bo held at Ootbcaloga 
Baptist Church, to commence on Friday 
before the 4lh Sabbath in August next, 
and that t.Iio several Churches composing 
this body bo requested to send delegates 
to tho same, in numbers equal to their 
representation in this body, and that tho 
Ministers and Deacons within our bounds 
bo especially invited to uttend. 

And your Committee would further 
suggest the propriety, that our sister As
sociations, be not only invited, but earn
estly and prayerfully requested in like 
manner to unite with us in said meeting. 

And in order that such desirable co
operation bo had, bo it 

Resolved, That this Body especially 
invito tho attention of our corresponding 
sister Associations to this great and im
portant object, with a request that they 
adopt such measures, as will insure a 
representation from their several Cburch-
os, and tho attendance of their Ministers 
and Deacons in general. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

IRA li. FOSTER, Chairman. 

The committee on tho state of Reli
gion and Sabbath Schools beg leave to 
report: 

That Religion is in a progressive con-
dition in some parts of our Association, 
while we sincerely regret the unfavorable 
accounts from other sections. In rela
tion to Sabbath Schools, we have to say, 
that some letters report Sabbath Schools 
as in a prosperous condition, while a 
large majority reports none. Your com
mittee recommend the institution of 
Sabbath Schools as being worthy of the 
patronage of all Gods people. All of 
which, is most rospectfully submitted. 

JAMES STRAWN, Chairman. 
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C I R C U L A R L E T T E R .  
The Middle Cherokee Baptist Association, to the 

Churches, which compose her Body, and to all 
them that are sandi tied in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints with all that in every place call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Grace be. 
unto you, and peace from Gocl our father and 
from (/ie Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dii.vr.LY 
think it will 

BELOVED BBETHSKX :—Wc 
not be amiss, to address you a 

few thoughts on the subject of the duty of 
Christians to read the Scriptures, the ever 
lasting gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, tor therein is contained the whole du
ty of mm, and the words of eternal life. "We 
believe that this important duty is too much 
neglected by Christians generally, and to the 
neglect of this duty, wc believe in a great 
measure,is to he attributed the long seasons 
of coldness and declension in our Churches. 

feel like it was convenient for mc to go to my 
Cluuch Meeting, or to the house of Prayer, 
or to do this or the other duty, neither shall 
we witness the nnchristianlike conduct, bas
ed upon such unc-hristianlike sentiment, feel
ing will not at all times he taken for the 
standard of duty, but the word of the Lord. 
The enquiry will be what is written in the 
Law, howreadest thou ? 

Again,we whom God has intrusted with 
the charge of families should not be satisfied 
with reading the Scriptures ourselves alone, 
but we sliotjld read them in our families, we 
should teach our children to read them, we 
should teacli them from their earliest infancy 
that the Sdptures contain the will of God to
ward his people, teach them to study the 
Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice, 
bend their youthful minds to the truths of 

our brethren grow cold and indifferent, with the Gospel, gather them around our family 
regard to their Christian duties: thev neglect :fi«-sidcs before retiring at night, and com-
to draw niglt unto God, they forget the con-• mencc at the. t,rst Chapter of Genesis and 
soling promise given unto them by IlimlrCat* veES® about with them until we shall 
who cannot lie—draw'nigh unto God and have read one or more chapters every night, 

then. Tim vpn,!,-,,./1 until we shall have reached the end of the 

r 
he will draw nigh unto thee. The readinj, 
of the sacred Scriptures is one of the means 
we have of drawing nigh unto God. The 
reading of the word of God, is of peculiar 
value to all, but more especially to those 
who are of the household of God." It makes 
us intimately acquainted with tlie rich trea
sures of the Gospel, its animating hopes and 
its powerful incitements to action, it prepares 
us as servants of the most liigli, to use the 
sword of the spirit for attack or defence in 
the Christian warfare. For these purposes 
was Timothy directed to give lumself to 
reading the Scriptures. 

Ill reading the word of God, with the light 
which will he thrown on its various parts, 
itt the exercise of the light which will be giv
en us, our minds will be led up to the Law 
and the Testimony as the only standard of 
faith and practice, and as the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, the privileges and the 
duties of liis people, and the rich treasures 

new Testament, and teach them the doctrines 
contained therein, and my word for it. by the 
timeour children shall have arrived to mature 
age, we shall have been instrumental in im
planting many of the truths of the Gospel 
upon the virgin soil of their hearts and con
sciences, which neither time nor change of 
circumstances will eradicate; hear the wise 
man Solomun : train up a child in the way ho 
should go and when he is old he will not do-" 
part from it. L* 

The Bible is unlike all other hooks, it£i?* 
like its author, free from all imperfection, per
fect like God himself. It is given by in
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all goo." 
works, it furnishes him with strength, -
light and witheoinfort. Thus furnished, 
happily and firmly prepared as asoldier o 

. . cross, is he to useiheswordofthe spiritwh' 
that is laid qp for them, When they shall have is the word of God, in his attacks upon 
finished their pilgrimage here below ; these! kingdom of Satan, and in his defence n«ni 
facts will all come under review in their pro
per connection, ami. with their proper sanc
tions, obscurity will be removed from passa
ges that nre dark, apparant inconsistencies 
will be reconciled, and the duties enjoined 
upon us, by the head of the Church enforced 
with an authority not to be resisted. The 
law of God, will become the supreme Law of 
our hearts and consciences, and the standard 
of faith and practice, in fact and not in name 
only, and we shall look forward w ith pleas
ing anticipations, to the time when our pil
grimage will be at an end, here below, and 
when we shall set down at the right hand of 
the Father, to receive the reward of them 
that love and serve him, by doing his will 
and keeping his commandments. By all 
making themselves familiar with the duties 
and promises of the Gospel, we shall bo sav
ed the pain ofkearing brethren say, I do not 

Satan's attacks upon him. With us it is wr 
ton,in imitation of the Captain of his sal 
tion, lie will successfully urge his onw 
course to victory and the victors crown. V--

Again Brethren let christians once ma 
up to their duty and live up to their privile; 
and properly employ the means which Gocfttr 
the plenitude of his mercy, has placed within 
their reach, for knowing their duty and under
standing the will of their heavenly and divine 
master concerning tbcm, and we shall be sav
ed the pain of hearing the oft expressed and 
reiterated lamentation for want of a unanim
ity of sentiment in our Churches, let the Bre
thren all be taught of God, the only source of 
perfect knowledge, then will we see a unanim
ity of sentiment, and of action, never before 
w itnessed within the bounds of our Associa
tion, Then will Zion travel and bring forth 
sons and daughters unto God, 

1  
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MINUTES. 

The Delegates comprising the Middle Cherokee Baptist Association conven
ed with the church at Dalton, agreeably to previous appointment, September, 
1852. 

1. The introductory sermon was preached by Elder 0. W. Selvidge, from 
Matthew 5th chapter, and 10th verse. 

2. The Association was then called to order by Elder John Crawford, pray
er by Elder A. R. Wright; and brother King, the former clerk, being absent, 
A. W. Buford was appointed clerk protein. 

3. Appointed Elder J. 11. 15. Shackelford and Ira 11. Foster to read the let
ters of correspondence from tho churches. 

4. The Association received and read letters from twenty-seven churches, 
and noted their contents. 

5 Then proceeded to the election of Moderator and Clerk; whereupon El
der John Crawford was elected Moderator, and A. W. Buford, Clerk. 

The door of tho Association was opened for the reception of other churches, 
and received into fellowship the church of Christ at New Prospect. 

6. An invitation was given to the ministering brethren present to take 
seats with us and participate in the business of the Association; which was 
accepted by brother Joseph Terry, and also by brother McNutt, and Elder 
11. Snead from Tennessee. 

7. llead and received a letter of correspondence from tho Tallapoosa Asso
ciation, and invited the delegates, Elder (5. IV. Tunilin and Elder 1'. M. Hay. 
good to seats with us; also, received brother Robert Ware and B. King, as 
corresponding delegates from the State Lino Association. 

8. Appointed brothers Dunn, Miller, and T. J. Wofford, a committee of Fi
nance. 

9. On publications, Gault, Williams, Foster, 11. A. Walters, and 11. 11. 
Keith, were appointed. 

10. Appointed Gault, Clorc, Boll, Z. Salmon and T. M. Ilenson, on the 
committee of nominations. 

11. Committee on deceased ministers, J. II. B. Shackelford, B. King, A. 
Gilbert, R. Adams, and Edward McAcabee. 

12. Committee on Sabbath Schools, M. A. Cooper, A. Gilbert, Rowland, 
W. J. Underwood, and J. J. Gilbert. 
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IS. Appointed G. W. Selvidge, A. It. Wright, William Bates, J. H. B. 

Shackelford and A. W. Buford, a committee on ministerial education. 
14. Appointed a committee on preaching, (viz:) from the body: M. A. 

Cooper, Bell and Gault; and from the Dalton church, G. W. Selvidge and W 
J. Underwood 

15 A R. Wright, Shackelford, and Foster, together with the moderator 
anct clerk, wore appointed a committee of arrangement 

Whereas it appears that the letters from the twenty-eight churches com
posing this body, communicate the recorded fact, with very few exceptions 
that amongst the members of the churches, none have died during the last 
year. Therefore— 

Resoloed That 8 o'clock to-morrow morning be appointed as an hour of 
special thanksgiving, for sustaining, preserving power 

$XT!rm 9 °M0Clt' Moi,day m0rni"S- 1>rayer by Elder R. Snead 

clock bfS7Tw^tanTg/'menfc' thc 8tand was occupied at 10 0'-
JbLt f J g ' ,0lI°We<' by Elder John Crawford, on the 
subject of missions ; after which a collection was taken up for mission..ry 
purposes, amounting to $36 05. There was thm. ,,, _ miS8I°nary 

o'clock, P. M when the stand was again occupied by Elder "r."snead "fiom 

P throughout the Iurge »mblj of people whu were in attendance. 

rtsss;=sr;s=r" 
] pointed a committee on missions • /viz) John Kvunu i i> 

W. Bates, J. H. B. Shackelford and John 2.L ^ ,i"" 

and adopted ^ ** °f ^angements, which was read 

r rgMn, ViBiling ministers 10 scats with us. 

read, ^ ™ 

and °n PubUcati0n' which ™ 

and adopted.^0' ^ COmmittCe which was read 

read, TT ?' "'"i comniitkee on deceased ministers, which was 
10 <£nLr 1 1)10,1 and the conim'ttee discharged 

and adoptod and the^' CJBII,ittee on Finance- which was received 
-r. r. ,m h-,f • 

Evening Session ; prayer by mcr RowlftnfJ 

amount of mon^y^thlirT"0! WBr° directed to PaJ over to the treasurer the 
12 Calh-,1 , . U"d8' and takt-' his ^ceipt. 

«<* the committee'dischargwh'1'6 C"mmittee on miB9ion9, whiel. was received. 

1.1. Called for the report of ilie committee on the state of religion, which 
was received, and the committee discharged. 

14. Called for the report of the committee on ministernl education, which 
was read and adopted. 

15. On motion a committee of five lay members was appointed to draft and 
present to the body a plan for the support and education of thc ministers of 
our order; whereupon M. A. Cooper, Edward Gault, Ira R. Foster, I!. A. Wal
ters and T. J. Wofford were appointed. 

16. Resolved, That the Delegates of the next Association be and are re
quested to bring with themiach a hymn book, such as is used in their re
spective churches. 

li. W herons God in his unbounded goodness has spared the lives of the 
brethren represented in this Association, with very few exceptions, through 
another year, during which time he has greatly revived his work in our 
midst, and has manifested his love to our race in many ways, and especially 
crowned the labors of the husbandman with an unparalleled harvest, provid
ing thereby, food and raiment for thc needy—nnd still preserves the peace 
and prosperity of our beloved nation and country—and that lie may stay his 
afflicting hand which seems to be scourging our country, Be it therefore— 

Re,soloed, That this body unanimously recommend to the churches (espe
cially) of this Association, as well as to our beloved brethren of corresponding 
Associations, that the first Sabbath in November next be observed as a day 
of humiliation, thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty God. and further— 

Resolved, That we cordially invite christians everywhere to unite with us. 
And be it further— 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution he forwarded to the Christian In
dex and J ennessoe Baptist 1 or publication, and that other papers religious or 
secular, favorable to the object, be respectfully invited to copy. 

18. On motion, Ira It. Foster was re-appointed treasurer. 
19. Appointed corresponding delegates to the following Associations Coo

sa, G. W. Selvidge, A. It. Wright and P, Watters ; ,E Hi jay, J. H. B. Shack
elford, Bates and Keith; Etowah, J. II. Willliarns, T. M. Ifenson, M. M. 
Bialook, Ira R. Foster and John Evans: State Line, Bates, Blalock and Keith; 
Tallapoosa, Elder J. Crawford. J. II. B. Shackelford and S. Rowland. 

20. Appointed the following brethren as delegates to the State Convention : 
Elder John Crawford, M. A. Cooper. G. W. Selvidge, A. R. Wright, A. W. 
Buford, J. II. B. Shackelford, Ira R. Foster. S. G. Hamilton, M. M. Blalock 
and Thomas A. Sullivan; and said delegates may fill any vaccany that may 
occur in their number, by appointing other members from this Association. 

21. On motion, it was ordered that the clerk have 1500 copies of these min
utes neatly printed, and that he be allowed $15 for his services. 

22. On motion, the clerk was directed to deposit the minutes for the several 
churches at Cnssville, Calhoun and Dalton. 

28. A letter of dismission was granted to the church at Dogwood Valley. 
Adjourned until 7 o'clock Tuesday morning; prayer by A. W. Buford. 

Tlksday Morning. 
Die Association met agreeable to adjournment. Prayer by Elder G. W. 

Selvidge. 
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1. Called the roll anil marked the absentees. 
2. Called for the report of the committee on the support and education of 

the ministry, which was read and adopted, and the committee discharged. 
3. Called for the treasurer's report, which was read and adopted. 
Adjourned until 1 o'clock p. m. Benediction by A. W. Buford. 

4. On motion, the Association agreed to take no further action upon the 
subject of granting a letter of dismission to the Mount Moriali church, (which 
lias been called for,) and that a committee he appointed to go, on Friday he-
fore the fifth Sabbath in October, to labor with that church; viz : Ira R. Fos
ter, W. 0. Bell, J. J. Gilbert, Edward Gault, G. W. Selvidge, A. )V. Buford 

and Elder John Crawford. 
f>. Called for the rending of the circular letter, which was read and re

ceived. 
0. Resolved, That the clerk be authorized to enter as an amendment to 

our constitution, the following, to-wit: 
It shall be the duty of the moderator immediately after the organization 

of each and every association, to appoint a chairman for each standing com
mittee. and then appoint a committee of six. whose duty it shall be to appoint 
and fill up said several standing committees without delay, and report the 
same to the body. 

7. Resolved, That the next session of this association is to be held at Cal
houn, Gordon county, to commence on Thursday before the fourth Sabbath in 
September, 1858. 

8. On motion, a committee of five was appointed to open books for the pur
pose of taking stock for the use of ministerial education, within the 
bounds of the Middle Cherokee Baptist Association ; said committee consist
ing of brethren, M. A. Cooper, Ira R. Foster, E. M. Gault, William J. Under
wood, W. M. Clore; ami that said committee be required to draft and present 
to tlie next session of this body, a constitution and by-laws for the govern
ment of said society, for their adoption or consideration, and that the mis
sionary funds taken up on Sabbath last be placed in their hands, to be ap
plied to the object designed, as they may deem expedient and right. 

9. Resolved that the tlmnks of this body be and are heartily tendered to the 
friends and citizens of Dal ton for their great hospitality to its members dur
ing our present session, and we cordially tender our thanks to our Presbyte
rian brethren for the use of their comfortable liouso during the session. 

10. Moved that the minutes of the ministers' and deacons' meeting presen
ted to this body with request to print, be respectfully referred to our next 
sossion. 

11. On motion the following query was taken up. Query No. 1.—When a 
church grants a letter of dismission, reading. «< dismissed from us when join
ed to another church of the same faith and order," has she cognizance oi the 
member thus lettered until ho or she joins another church of the same faith 
or order? If so, how should a church proceed against a member who has given 
his or her letter to a church of another faith or order ? 

12. Answer to query No. 1. The association would recommend that the 

party thus offending be called on to give satisfaction, and in case he or she 
should refuse to do so, we advise their exclusion. 

13 The association would notify the churches and the people generally, 

hM hocn c*c,,,,,ed 
\ W R ,u J0HX CRAWWfcD, Moderator. 
A. \\ ifFORD, Clerk. 

A P P E N D r X . 
Tlie Report of tlie Committee on Finance. 

Your committee beg leave to make the following report. 

Received from the churches for minutes, ^.,0 (,0 

Received for foreign missions ~ 
« home « ™ f5 

from the congregation, on Sabbath, •>,; A-
AU of which is respectfully submitted. T. J. WOFFORD, Chairman. " 

Your treasurer would respectfully submit the following report: 
Amount remaining in the treasury from last year, " £00 00 
The amount of funds sent up by the churches for purpose of print-

mg minutes, 
The amount for foreign missions, ' 
The amount for home missions, . ~~ 

The amount collected a I ter preaching the Sermon on Sabbath, 36 05 
All of which is respectfully submitted. IRA R. FOSTER, Chairman. 

The committee on ministerial education beg leave to report-That they have 
had under consideration the subject committed to their care, and find that 
there is a lamentable want of knowledge and information in the ministry' 
that there are but a very few (if indeed there is any) thoroughly furnished 
' tlie warfare. in which they are called to engage 
To remedy this evil in some degree, your committee recommend greater 

liberality on he part of the churches; by which the minister will be aWe to 
We hmiself more wholly to the work assigned him in reading aL study 
m the word of God and m storing his mind with other useful in formation We 
a^ rcconnnend to the ministry that they endeavor to become less worldly 
minded, and more devoted in the cause of the blessed Savior-each one en 

worr7imGltThlln"Pl, i' 7?rn ,lmt aeedeth not to be ashamed Of his 
woih. Finally we recommend both churches and ministers to be -it all time* 

ST™- AlmiS"'J G0d 411 ,°f ^ « respectfully 
G- V t .  SELVIDGE, Chairman. 



Your committee ou nominations would make the following report— 
J. H. 15. Shackelford to preach the introductory sermon, and A. W. Buford 

his alternate; Elder S. G. Hamilton to preach the missionary sermon, and G. 
W. Selvidge his alternate ; Ira R. Foster to write the Circular Letter. 

EDWARD M. GAULT, Chairman. 

Your committee on publications would offer the following report 
We recommend first of all, the reading and studying of the Holy Scriptures. 

We recommend Howell on communion and the deaconship. We also recom
mend the reading of Benedict's history of the Baptist, the Tennessee Baptist, 
and the Christian Index—all of which is respectfully submitted. 

II. R. KEITH, Chairman. 

The committee on deceased ministers beg leave to make the following report: 
That after making diligent enquiry; they have not learned that any min

ister of this Association has died witlAn the past Associational year, and for 
this token of divine mercy, your committee think that this body and the 
churches composing the same, should feel and express the profoundest grat
itude—all of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. II. B. SHACKELFORD, Chairman. 

The committee on missions beg leave to report: 
That upon making an examination of the letters received from tho church

es composing this body, we find but little information upon this subject; and 
but two churches report funds for the use of missions. Adding this evidence 
to onr own observations, we are made to deplore an evident want of interest 
on the subject of missions in the churches, and to remedy this state ot things 
in some degree, wc beg leave to offer the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That this body recommend to the churches, to have a sermon 
preached at least once a year on the subject of missions, and that after such 
sermon a collection bo taken up to be sent to this body to bo used in employ
ing an able minister of the Gospel to, itinerate in the bounds of this Associa
tion and preach the Gospel to the destitute portion thereof—all of which is 
respectfully submitted. JOHN EVANS, Chairman. 

The committee on the state of religion beg leave to report that the churches 
as it respects the state o'f religion, arc in a progressive condition generally 
thoughout tho bounds of the Association—for which we should feel grateful 
to the Giver of all good ; and for Mis kind mercies towards us we are brought 
under renewed obligations to glorify His holy name continually—all ot which 
is respectfully submitted. S. P. ROW LAND, Chairman. 

The committee to whom was assigned the duty ol" drafling and proposing 
a plan for the support and education of the ministry of our order, report as 
follows, to-wit: 

We understand that the resolution contemplates the support and education 
of the ministry of our order residing within the limits of this Association 

Secondly, That it contemplates a plan for the temporal support of Pastors, 
Licentiates, and Missionaries ; and also a plan for the education of young 
men, or the habitual improvement of orduincd ministers. 

Under this view of the subject, your committee are constrained to express 
deep regret that they are called on to act on subjects so grave, so inter

esting, and delicate, with so little time to mature, and digest their thoughts. 
It appears to them that the first branch of this subject, to-wit: the support 
of the Pastors anil Licentiates, appertains to the churches respectfully—and 
devolves on them as a christian obligation, that ought faithfully and prompt
ly to be discharged—since tho neglect of it, or the attempt to pass it by, 
shows an unwillingness to take up the cross, as well as a willingness to have 
the burthen of duty to rest on others. This brethren, shows a want of chris
tian charity and kindness—and exhibits disobedience to the Savior's precepts. 
Your committee are unwilling to believe that any brother in this Association, 
or any one in any church that composes it, would willingly place himself in 
that relation to his brethren, his Pastor or his God. They would rather 
think that each would vie with the other <« in provoking one another to love 
nnd to good works"—that love may abound—that tho command men ts^m ay 
he kept, and that the Redeemers Kingdom may be established. Your com
mittee therefore recommend that this branch of the subject be left to tho 
churches where it properly belongs; trusting that they will, under a sense of 
duty, prayerfully consider, and act on it according to the teachings of the 
spirit. For as much, however, as it is known that for want of some plan or 
system adopted nmongst the churches, the ministry is not sustained as re
gards their temporal affairs, on which account sliumc and discredit have come 
upon us as a denomination of christians. We therefore recommend this Asso
ciation in plninness and christian fidelity, to advise and urge upon the church
es respectively, without delay, to adopt a plan or some systematic mode of 
providing ministerial support, that they may put away this shame from a-
mongst us. Without this, the cause will be dishonored, and the chastisement 
of the Lord may come upon us. Let the brother deacons be urged to do their 
duty in this regard—let ministers also set forth our duty in this, as in all 
things, witli affection and faithfulness. Let us go then brethren, and as the 
delegates here assembled, return to the churches—let us begin the work of 
reform, and put away this evil from amongst us. Let us adopt some plan of 
action and carry it out. 

As regards the support of missionaries, we recommend that it remain on 
the footing on which your united wisdom have heretofore placed it. The sec
ond branch of this subject is of vast interest—it is of vital importance to the 
prosperity of Zion, and the glory of the Redeemer's Kingdom. An educated 
ministry ! By this is not simply meant one that is learned in the Classics, 
or well taught in the learning of the Colleges ; there is a manifest, difference 
between a well educated and a learned ministry—we want them well trained 
in the ways of Godliness, with a well ordered conversation and purity of life 
—speaking after the manner of men, let them bo well bred, intelligent and 
sober minded—well taught in worldly wisdom, that truth in their hands may 
not be circumvented by art or cunning—or concealed or misrepresented 
through ignorance. The age in which we live, brethren, exhibits marvellous 
progress ; the young of both sexes are being educated—our money is freely, 
nay, lavishly expended on our sons and daughters, to set them forward in 
the world with what is called a good education, whilst we withhold all aid to 
instruct those who are called on to teach them in holy things. The watch
man is placed on the tower—he holds the word of life in his hand, and can 
read it. He knows enough of it, by aid of the spirit to repent, to believe, nnd 
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be saved ; but he reads to our educated sous and daughters, and pronounces 
words m an unknown tongue, or mistakes one word for another. This breth
ren, is not his fault—ours is the fault—his the misfortuno. lie feels the im
pulse ol a call to preach, he has not the means to buy an education, and we 
rather than help him to it, put him forth as an Elder, charged to deliver the' 
oracles of the Most High. He can neither read the stars, nor understand the 
air which he breathes. We spend our money on our children, to disqualify 
them from understand^ or hearing the preacher whom we send to teach 
them; but are unwilling to qualify him. In this unusual march of intelli 
gence, we all are joining, and hence our congregations and separating dai
ly fiom their pastors. As one increases, the other, relatively, decreases 'ill 
contrast begets prejudice, then distrust, and finally separation. This should 
no surpr.se us-it is our own doings. Wo have ceased to observe the signs 
of the fames in Z.on, Jler dwelling place is in our midst-wc arc in the 

lla8l"S,h '» before 
our face. Let us « keep the munition, watch the way, .. make four) „ loins 
strong-., fortify our power mightily," f„r the Lord hath turned away the 
exce ency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: for the emptiers have emp-

men 'T ? ?( ,rU'irr, their Vin° branclies " " The shield of his mighJy 
men i. made red, the valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots (aro) with Ha

ni torches-,n the day of lus preparation, and the firtrees" faro) terribly 
h,, »- „ T,,e =h„i„te rag0 i„ tllc joat|e 2 ̂  

.the broad ways : they seem like torches-they run like lightnings." We 
« riic upon the wings of the wind and do fly." This we do with tlT,. . m 
of silver and of gold" because ..there is no end to the store."' Tea, brethren 
we leave our ministry behind. By whom shall .. the river ofwato^n 

" b} whom shall the palace be dissolved ?" 
Your committee hope that the brethren will make haste to be wise Wo 

lo no assume to point out the way, but would recommend for your adoption 
the following resolutions, to-wit: P °n 

untarv'^n/'r," ^ ̂  *** °f lhi8 As«°ciation, by vol-
the rH,S€ ' f'"Kl t0 b° held and k°pt f0r tbe education of 

Resolved Tilat all the delegates now present, will as they feel willing in-

-^d funiM Pt,°n,lheprOP0rtiOn Which eadl towards rai'sing 

Resolved That said fund when raised, shall amount to - . doI_ 

r^ tUl,al lt|8hf1! bC kopt invcsted in 80,110 ""doubted security at inter-
Sll add to t" ' ^atC' " WCH US the Assoc'nbon, from time to time, 
appropriate tht5 ^ 6 As80(-'iation sba11 keep it, and shall only appropriate the annual interest. 

improvement 1̂ 1 iutcr0St sha11 011bo aPPlied to the education and mpiovement of the ministry in our limits. 

how^o!' that,thlS Aviation, in its own way shall choose, and determine 
how, to whom, When, and in what way, the said appropriations ,.hall be ap! 

mine&thr^'P T H A  1  T H " -Vssociatio", by its own mode, shall choose and detcr-
"S °r P e of location to be resorted to, by its beneficiaries. 

MARK A. COOPER, Chairman. 

mvnsiTY 
MACON. ga. ""*** 
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The committee to whom was referred the consideration of the subject of 
Sabbath Schools, beg leave to make the following report, to-wit: 

Sabbath Schools are confessedly one of the appointed means of grace, com
mitted to the hands of christians. It is second only in importance and utili
ty to the preaching of the Gospel. In proportion to the use made of it, it is 
even questionable, whether it is not equal in its benign results. The corres
pondence shows that you have in your limits three churches that are actively 
using this appointment of God for good. Your committecttake the liberty to 
recommend to this Association, the adoption of a resolution inviting and urg
ing all our brethren to zealous,active efforts in establishing and sustaining one 
such school, at least, in the bounds of each churc h. The good influences of 
this institution cannot be enumerated and portrayed in the limits of a report 
hastily gotten up, in the midst ol' other interesting exercises. They are so 
prominent and manifest, however, that ..lie that runs may read." First, up
on the children : they learn to read—without it, thousands would never learn. 
Being taught to read, they huvo the vehicle of thought—they master the 
thoughts of others, and thus acquire a stock of information for future use. 
They read and study the Bible, the word of God. the book of Truth, the ora
cles of Inspiration. Here, in childhood, they are familiarized with the holy, 
perfect, revealed will of their Creator—a rule of human, moral, and religious 
conduct of unerring rectitude—the observance of which, secures in this life, 
prosperity, peace and happiness, and leads to life eternal. Being learned by 
them at this age, it is never forgotten. It rises in after days associated only 
with that period of life that memory clings to with fondest emotions. Child
hood's pleasures are thus identified with the reading of the Bible in days to 
como ; when hardened and perverse feelings will sympathize with nothing be
sides- —when even these will he subdued by the maternal song or the Sunday 
School hymn. The child here learns to respect and love the Sabhnth. This 
being his first love, it also clings to him and entwines its holy sentiments so 
closely about the young heart, that it certainly leaves its indellible marks, 
if it does not grow with its growth. The child learns here to love its moth
er, father, sister, brother, schoolmate, and neighbor, its teacher and its God. 
It sets an example to father and mother, to youth, and to old age. A com 
munity of Sunday school scholars, puts a whole neighborhood in order. Who 
that has witnessed it, has failed to observe that a whole congregation is made 
quiet, composed, and attentive, after this infant baud moves up, led by their 
teachers and seated in church, to listen to the preacher; they remain quiet 
and attentively listen. With this example before it, how docs old age 
soften or revolt at the thought of confusion, noise or disorder? These good 
influences of the Sunday schools are felt, secondly, by parents and adults. 
These become more thoughtful and attentive and more tender and affection
ate, more mindful of their relations to one another, to Go 1, and his appoint
ments. Thirdly, the good effect of Sunday schools are also seen in the ad
vance of general intelligence, and good manners in the community; since in 
these are habitually taught and practised, the first and leading elements of 
good breeding, to-wit: good will to one another,anu love to God. Here also the 
teachers and scholars emulate eacli other in advancing each other in wisdem 
and knowledge. How many of the great and good, male and female of the 
present day, were Sunday school scholars, of poor parents, dependent or. thii 



fchool for their education r Brethren, as christians—as intelligent moral 
agents—your foresight can fill out the picture. If this world shall be bles
sed by the churches in a universal spread of the Redeemer's kingdom, this 
is one of the means. If the ministry desire well ordered, and attentive hear
ers, let them encourage Sunday schools in their churches. If parents want 
affectionate and dutiful children, to make a sure prop in old age, and an hon
or to their gray hairs, they should send all to the Sunday school. If the 
world wants bad morals corrected, and good ones sustained, the Sabbath re
spected, peace and happiness at home, they wili look on this institution with 
profound respect, and universal complacency. The Savior himself has set 
the example, and extended the invitation, when ho said, << Spffer little chil
dren to come unto me." Why, then, shall not the bride (the churches) «< say 
come ?" Come then, brethren, let us, who represent the churches, say come, 
and with one voice recommend them to do likewise. 

Your committee, therefore, offer the following resolution : 
Resolved, That after full consideration and prayerful examination of the 

subject of Sunday schools, to which our attention has been invited by several 
of the churches, we the Association recommend the subject to all the church
es that they may examine and adopt it, and that each church will establish 
at least one in its vicinity, aud sustain it with teachers and books ; we advise 
that pastors and ministers of the Gospel, also give this subject particular at-

10n MARK A. COOPER, Chairman. 

C I R C U L A R  L E T T E R .  

The Ministers and Messengers to the C'/iurchrs composing the Middle 
Cherokee Association. 

D E A R  B R E T H R E N  :—Through the kiud providence of God, we are again 
permitted to meet together iu an associate capacity ; when it becomes our du
ty to present to you a few thoughts in the form of a circular letter ; and we 
have selected for a subject— 

The Duty of professors of Religion to support the Kingdom of Christ. 
And first: it is generally known that our civil government requires that 

all foreigners who wish to become citizens, shall take the oath of allegiance, 
to comply with the constitution and laws of the Government. And thus ac
cording to law, all the oxpenscs of our Government are paid by her citizens, 
either directly or indirectly ; and of this duty we do not often complain, for 
it is one that we recognize as being incumbent upon us as citizens, and upon 
no others. Now the Lord Jesus Christ has set up a kingdom or Government 
in the world, with laws for its regulation, aud the condition of membership is 
obedience to the laws of the kingdom. 

It is true the kingdom of Christ is a spiritual kingdom ; yet its interests 
are to be advanced and spread through the instrumentality of men of like 
passions and necessities with us; and if the temporal wants of those who are 
engaged in advancing the interests of civil governments must be supplied by 
the citizens of those Governments, ought not the temporal wants of those who 
ari laboring in the vineyard of the Lord to be supplied by the members of 
Christ's kingdom ? 

Again, if it is right that we should aid in publishing and disseminating the 
laws of our civil government, ought not the members of Christ's kingdom to 
contribute for the purpose of publishing and sending his laws to the ends of 
the earth ? for we learn that his kingdom is to rulo over all others. And if 
it is expedient that we send umbassadors to different nations to make recon
ciliations and treaties between nations, is it not much more expedient that 
t lie members of the church of Christ should send his ambassadors to every 
nation, kindred and tongue, that they may as instruments, introduce and 
bring about a reconciliation and treaty of peace between man and his God ? 

But are we under special obligations to publish the gospel to the whole 
world .' Hear the command of the Lord : «. Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature."—Mark 16, 16. .< For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
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him in whom they have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without n preacher? 
And how shall they preach except they be sent?"—Romans 10, 13, 14, 15. 

Now brethren, if it is the command of the Lord that the gospel should be 
preached to every creature, and if it. is true that the world cannot hear and 
believe without preachers; we ask by whom are they to be sent ?—can we 
suppose that they will be sent by the citizens of the civil or national govern
ment? No, by no means. They belong not to the kingdom of Christ; they 
have never become subjects of his government, and therefore they do not con
sider themselves under special obligations to obey the laws of his kingdom. 

Then this obligation must rest upon the members ot the church of Christ. 
They have pledged themselves, with all they have, to him, and they have con
sented to take his revealed word as the' rule of their faith and practice; and 
his word most clearly teaches, that those who minister about holy things 
should have their temporal want- supplied by their brethren. And here wc 
will refer you to Paul's first letter to the Oorrinthians—9t.h chapter—in which 
a good deal is said on this subject. He asks the question, <> VVlm gootli a war
fare any time at liis own charges? who planteth a vineyard and eateth not of 
the fruit thereof? or who feodeth a flock and eateth not of' the milk of the 
flock ?"' Hut he speaks plainer still: « Even so hath the Lord Ordainedi that 
they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel." 

Now, beloved brethren, if tffs duty of supporting the gospel legitimately 
rests upon the members of the church, may we not enquire if we are discharg
ing that duty ? 

Have we said to our brethren unto whom a dispensation of the gc-spel has 
been committed, go ye into the vineyard of the Lord and labor, and whatso
ever is right we will give you ; and if so. have we complied with that prom
ise ? Or have we received their labors and turned them away empty again, 
to return to their fields or other secular employments ? 

Again, when the cry has reached us from heathen lands, to send them the 
bread of life, have wo contributed for that purpose according as the Lord has 
prospered us ? 

Beloved brethren, in conclusion wc must say to yon, that inasmuch as wc 
are under obligations to observe and obey bis laws, and if wc have been liv
ing in neglect or disobedience to those laws, we should commence now to do 
our duty, and to give that support to the Gospel that we are bound to do ; let 
the ministers of the Gospel be sent out everywhere to preach, and let them be 
rewarded for their labors by their brethren; and while they are sowing spir
itual things, do not think it a great thing if they shall reap your carnal 
things: then will the Lord own tho offerings of his people, and cause the 
wheels of Zion to move forward again. 
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MINUTES 

OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THIS 

MIDDLE CHEROKEE 

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,  
HELD WITH TIIE 

C A L H O U N  C H U R C H ,  
GORDON COUNTY, GEORGIA. 

CONVENED ON THURSDAY, 22nd SEPTEMBER, 1853. 

The delegates, composing the Middle Cherokee Baptist Association., 
• convened with the Church at Calhoun, agreeable to previous appoint 
ment, September 22nd, 1853. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder J. II. B. Shackel
ford, from John, 5th chapter and 39th verse. 

1. The Association was then called to order by Elder John Crawford, 
and J. H. B. Shackelford and W. Newton, were appointed to read 
the letters of correspondence from the Churches. 

2. Received and read letters from twenty-eight Churches, and noted 
their contents. 

3. Then proceeded to the election of Moderator and Clerk. Where
upon, Elder John Crawford was chosen moderator, and A. W. Buford 
clerk. 

4. The door of the Association was opened for the reception of oth
er churches, and received into fellowship the church of Christ at Pet-
it's Creek, the church at Antiooh, the church at Shoal Creek, th« 
church at Kingston and the church at Stamp Creek. 

5. Called for letters of correspondence from sister Associations.— 
Whereupon, Elder Givins was received as a delegate from the Talla
poosa Association, without letter, and Elders W .Newton, R. Howard 
and Piles from the Coosa Association; and Elders R. Ware and B. 
King from the State Line, and brother Lay from Ilightower. 

6. Invited ministering brethren to seats with us, and to participate 

A 
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Ira It. Foster; u .n.iu .lH s / Fl', , "" P«Wi«tio^ 
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Howard; on the state of religion A K mT'"' Tm mon* J' J-
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Publications, R. Adams and I' I it B. Robins; on 

" • f " aM » rfi&TKT a,'T Adams; on Kabbah Schools T M l ' K* 1 "''b-and A. 
Rlueutie,, ;!S, ;] JI or'l';'" J' • • "• «»"*•« ™ 

Owens; on Missions. J..I (Jilbort un. I W'l "** ""d M* C-
Religion, Brothers Ilimler and J-kIm.m- lu,nn!(,,l» i «« the State of 
Clerk and brethren Flovti and I.a I ' "" . Slll('ss' M"deralor and 
Owens and S. I). Eve'St. Ww> M,d 0,1 P^iug, M. C. 

8. Resolved, That this body will meet at in „< t i . 
consider the propriety of emnlovimr a '• • to-morrow to 
•ocialmn to aid in the organiLLt'a^ l Tr m,fwlr',1!l,.v fr'>' 'his As-

elutrel,,,, „„d , J?JCr,! "eS"? "V Si'U'":l1 S' h001' 
•ctettcc „Rd pne'he. of wen-d von,I maJie ««g«g»U«» U» 

the Vv,h"-r™ onuLII^r'S,!" ZW'T' " 
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Stt 'tsetitsi * « - -

brothe, kimbro^gh." '""""eg- Prayer by 

mtt —-a* «• «.jo«ra^rei:;rby w. 

2. foiled*,h. r0Crd ,"'e rTrt "f llle comrnittee otf bus,',,™ 
«»i»,enw Wh~n\rw^wth1J!W atK''te<S; i,nd <&» icrited 

- —  
»*, read -n„d aJoptedP7,id0tl',ee ''0n'mit,e0 °u ?'bb»th Schools, whici 

5. Called for tl.L 1' , I , oommitfee discharged. 

•nd sacred music, which was read"and^^ °t ,niinis,teriaI «&»catio* 
discharged. ^ adopted, and tho committal 

B 
0. G. W. Selvidge, A. W. Buford and J. A. R. Hanks, were aj>point-

ed a committee, in pursuance of tho above resolution. 
7. Called tor the report of the committee on deceased ministers, 

which was read and adopted, and the committee discharged. 
8. On motion, and second, it was decided that the next session of 

this Association will be held with the Church atCassville; to con
vene on Friday, before the fourth Sabbath in September, 1854. 

9. A lion mod for one hour; prayer bv G. W. Selvidge. 
10. The Association met, pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by 

brother Gilbert. ^ „ , 
11. Elders J. W. Lewis, G. \V. Selvidge and A. W. Buford were ap

pointed to carry out the objects of the report on Sabbath Schools. 
12. Called for the report of the committee on finance, which was 

read an 1 adop'ed, and the committee discharged. _ 
13. Cilled for the report of the committee on publications, which 

was read and adopted. 
14. Called for the reading of the circular letter, which was read 

and adopted. . .. . 
15. Called for the report of the committee on the state of religion, 

which was read and adopted, and the committee discharged. 
10. C died for the report, of the committee on missions, which waa 

read an 1 adopted, and the committee discharged. 
17. Called for the report on nominations, which was read and adopt-

18. Aopoin'eil a committee of throe to examine the letter from the 
Pleasant' Valley Church, and report to this body, viz : J. W. Lewis, 
Hanks and Williams. 

19. Granted letters of dismission to the Enon and Conneseno 
Churches. 

2j. Appointed the following brethren as delegates to the S,ate Won 
vention, to h i convened at Washington, Wilkes county. Georgia, on 
Friday before the fourth Lord's days in April, 1854. viz: John Craw
ford John W. Lewis. J. IL. B. Shackelford, Ira 15. Foster, Z. Edwards, 
J. J.' II .ward, A. W. Buford, E. M. Gault, M. A Cooper, and G. W. 

*21. li -sol • /, That the constitution, and articles of faith, by which 
this body is governed, be publislied in the minutes of the present ses-

22. Appointed correspon ling delegates to the following Associations, 
viz: Coosa, brethren J. W. Lewis. John Crawford, Z. Edwards, and 
hi C.Owens; Ellijay, Russell Adams, O. D. Keith, J. M. Wood and 
J II. B. Shackelford ; Etowah, A. K.Trible, Ira R. Foster, A. J. Rip-
py and J. II. B. Shackelford, Friday tretbre the 2nd Sabbath in Au
gust, at.Camming; State Line, brethren Bobbins. Cleaveland, Keith 
and Hunter, held at. Union near Edmondson's Mills, on Friday before 
the 1st Sil.b i*li in October next; Tallapoosa, brethren Trible and 
John W. Lewis, near Carolton, commencing on Saturday before the 
2ud Sabbath in September. 
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II. ifcsroJwd, That $20 be' allowed the Clerk for his services, and 

that the balance of the funds sent up and'collected for minutes, be ex
pended for printing minutes—such number of the minutes as it may 
be sufficient to pay for. . , , 1 w 

On Sabbath, at'll o'clock the stand was occupied by brother \>. 
Newton, who preached the missionary sermon, (in the absence ot broth-
er S. G. Hamilton) after which, a collection for missions was taken up 
amounting to $35,30. I11 the afternoon the stand was occupied by 
brother Ivimbrough from Tennessee, agent for the Southern Domestic 
Missionary board; lie received about $30 for the purpose of sending 
brother Shuck to California to preach to the Chinese, who have emi
grated to that country. . 

A considerable interest seemed to be felt by the congregation during 
the services on Sabbath. , 

JOIIN CRAWFORD, Moderator. 
A. W. BOFORD, Clerk. 

A P P E N D I X .  

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.-
The committee to whom wasrefVured the subject of Sabbath Schools, re

port that they find that this subject'was tinder consideration during the 
last Association; that it received from that body the attention it de-
eerved. We learn that the subject has received increased attention 
amongst the churches. But it is regreted that they are not all prop
erly alive to the interest of the subject. This subject demands our 
efficient, persevering efforts. By infant baptism, the Catholics and 
other Podo Baptist denominations have sought to enlarge the pale of 
their churches and to multiply their numbers. This is done by forestall
ing the adult opinions with the sliackels of infantile bias. 1 lie bath 
bath Schools in the hands of candid liberal Christians is the best and 
safest means to unmanicle the mind and set the will at liberty. Here
in Baptists more than all besides should foster them for the sake of 
their own and their neighbor's children, as well as for the cause of 
truth. We, therefore, recommend the following resolution for adop-
tion. . . 

Resolved, That this Association will appoint three of the minister-
ing brethren to visit the churches, quarterly, to organize and aid m 
building up Sabbath Schools among the congregations. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
M. A. COOPER, Chairman. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

The committee on the state of religion—report, that from the read
ing of the letters from the several churches composing this body wo 
are furnished with thrilling accounts of an extraordinary display of 
God's grace among them the past Associational year. This is-
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tive, energetic and perseverin-v hbor 'rio't'"rd "1(JoIence to ao" 
brethren, but more <*r>eei5lv »», 7 among onr ministering 
"coming up to the heln of t'h .'r . i'°?^ {"nI!lt,° brethren and sister® 
the mighty." Then allow us Vm'° P of.tIle Lord against 
•nergy and perseverance in tl.o I " T t0 ,ncreased zeal and 
that at our next session Go 1 ufir"""8 W °f our heavenly Father, 
•bowa.uadrupledwJ.s!' k^T? CVfr'»eet W we mar 

In conclusion, we say that as Gl.ri ti !"'fent acoo»nt sent up. 
we should thank God and take courage Really as Baptists, 

Respectfully submitted. A. K. TR1BLE, Chairman. 

commend the TenneJ Bap, ^"'J** ̂  ^ottlcl cheerfully 
regard of the Baptists generally ' But n * to ",0 8PeciaJ 

Vour prayerful wLtigStkS r I ^ fcr 
^ ParaW t0 -ery or all otherS's i n t , J "  

Tl . lliA I{- FOSTER, Chairman. 

>« "ton , 
bounds, during the past AW^tioLuSrf, !?, '7^ *i,hin «»' 
new on the p)irt of our heavenly Father w i. cont"nu'(1 ffood-
f the profoundest gratitude But vour •/ feelings 
tribute Of respect to the worth of brother F17 T""''tti:!,,'0,d a 
was formerly a member of thisbo.lv 1, I Jar.nes Straw", who 
to lex as, where we learn he has died W S°",e past "'moved 
herewith tender to his bereaved Lite'3 ™c«'d "»at t'.iaibody 
warmest SympatJiy and Christian r/ga^' fr,ttBd9 a"d rda^ our 

yr n . J- 11 B* SHACKFXFORD, Chairman. 

ElderTiriSfoTt iati0,W r k ? f 0 , l e w i ^  r e p o r t :  
James Adams his alternate; Elder'' Joti"««««. Eider 
missionary serrnon, Id,Jer.J. JI. R. Shiekelf |^W i pP?act th« 
Andrew Adams to w rite t i «e Circular. atkdlU,<J ** ah*"»(«; Elder 

TI . Z- EDWARDS, Chairman. 

the letter from Ide^int'vdley Cliundi^ 'K n,atter contained in 

Joseph A King and Etnil^TKiif '' t'V ^ Ki^and wife> 
our order—resiK-etfully submitted '' 38 excluded "'embers 

T)10 . J* LEWIS, Chairman 
committee on mi»0M, k.g ^ ̂ ^. 

That after reading the lette^  mMt iraportant 
regret that only a few f"'""^"idenofe of disregard to the apwad-
aubjert, and are pained aL • ' •  Wd and *»•«»; Mtooly tn fcret^. 
togabraadoftheGoeHofourLurda ^ t) 

lands, hot in many viae.'* • on « |Ms 2 Nation, the great 
duty to urge upon the ehur 1 ' _ Milibns. As our Savior com-
importanc e of lomgn and V<*** ,, to every 
minded n* to, - go into »l tln, worl an,M ^ rf to g,v. 
creature." We do feci tt to be the .m y ^ ol^ 
KtheLordhi« l .ros,,er,;dhiunlo In ^ ̂  VMt cm-

We have the most oheenng - ^ iVbi)ut to embrace the 
pire, containing one ,h"d ot l , . wbileour brethren there 
religion of our Lord and feavioui, J<. ^B:arV. Who can with-
are calling on us for ht'lit, inun>i< n^ h arl wiij refuse to aid the 
stand their cry ? And what ^ w dl,nan(l ? We, here-
cause of our Redeemer, ^hen ' , .,ienche<.l in each church 
fore recommend, that a W next. U, and that a collec-
compodng tins Assocmno , ^be brought to tins body 
tion be taken up, and the hm I. i ,Uv(wn Foreign and Domes-
Sta next Annual meeting andJ,yhdtW ^ ̂  y. con-
tic missions according » « •  , blessed and prospered yW-
elude by saying, gi« band to bis cause, who ga 

Give with a tree heart H d '. f , (,;V(,r; a„a t h e  l i b e r a l  soul shall 
himself for us. God 1<>\ u ,fn||v submitted. 
Iw mad® fat. All of wbieh is respect ^ ^ uoWARD) Chairman. 

REPOHT O* mtt COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

^ » Home missions, 
.< " Foreign 

For African « 
Ch,! « byMrs.S.E. Bnford 

.. •' Rev. A. W. Buford 
" u « " .1. j- Howai-d 
W v • « « 1). C. Wacaser 

Amo:ntcol„J:Xhhath — 

iU"of which U respectfully submitted. ^ nQWAR1Dj Cbainnan. 

„H respectfully submit the following report t 
Ton Treasurer would rwpert« <y ^ ^ nunuM, 133 J 
Amount received last As. ^ u For^gu M'ssiom, 1 ^ 

h «» Home 
* • 

$52 8# 
10 
11 50 

6 05 
9 37 
4 00 
5 00 
5 00 

50 
35 30 

$146 !• 
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wlvation, adoration, thanks-giving and praise; find there their loftiest 
themes and most fervent, ejaculations. Its effect is imsistible, its lan
guage uniform, and its instinct ptire. "Who can think an evil thought, 
exercise a wayward feeling or meditate a wicked act whilst influenced 
hy the music of the sacred choir ? It is heaven's appointed road to 
the citadel of the heart. Hence, as the man of God takes Ins station 
fo proclaim ponce on earth. Music presents the key that opens the 
door of man's affections and the Divine Spirit bids him enter 

Music is therefore the universal agent of those who worship God. 
An agent commanded and sent to us by the MOS1 IIIf• II. I'or this, 
we have the be§t authority, confirmed by the practice of all the 
Churches. 

In all churches where it is cultivated, how mighty is its influence 
for good ! Where neglected, how dull, how cold arid lifeless are the 
members ! In times of revival, who can fail to sing ' \\ here the 
the voice of singing ceases, how sudden the. inspiration subsides ! The 
first impulse of the newborn soul, is to cry aloud and sing. The 
ceaseless delightful employment, of the angels is to sing. 

Solomon's Songs celebrated the love of Christ, the love, beauty and 
graces of the Church, the mut ual love between the Church and Ch rist 
—the triumphs, faith and calling of the Church and of the Gentiles. 

David makes music the voico of praise and thanks-giving in times 
of deliveiance. In sad notes ho utters forth his griefs and his sorrows, 
fnakes known his bitter complaints. With it, he expresses the 
power, goodness, and majesty of the Almighty. W ith it, proclaims 
his mercy and judgment. By music, David encourages and strength
ens his holy purposes and resolves. By it, he sings praises to God. 
He makes it a vehicle of prayer. With music, David sets forth his 
confidence in God and breaks forth into joy. In songs, lie admires 
infinite wisdom, proclaims his gratitude and exhorteth to praise. In 
fnusic, he sets up his hope, teaches humility, and celebrates the Com
munion of the Saints. In the fullness of his soul, David, with singing, 
gives praise and thanks to his God, lor his mercy both to him and to 
hian—for his Providence and mercy, and for his care and love of the 
Church. • 

How appropriate and grand are his thoughts ? How charming are 
his music and poetry! 44 0, Lord, thou hast brought my soul from the 
grave; thou host kept me alive, that I should not go down to the Pit. 

" Sing unto the Lord, 0 ye saints of his, and give thanks at tlu; re
membrance of His Holiness." 

" Make a joyful noise unto God. all ye Lands : Sing forth the honor 
of his name. Make his praise glorious" , •; . 

" Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye Lands," serve the Lord 
with gladness, come before his presence with singing." w 

" I will sing of mercy and judgment, unto thee O Lord, will Ising.' 
w Hear my prayer, 0 Lord, and let my cry come unto thee, for my 

days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as a 
hearth" 

U 
« Bless the Lord, 0 my soul ami all that is within me bless his My 

name, who fureiveth all thine inupt.es; who healotli all thy (lis 

''^OGod, my hear, is Used; 1 will slug ami give praise neon with 
my "lory" 'Awake psaltrv and harp; 1 myself Will awake call}. 
I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: and 1 will smg praises 

unto thee among the nations." ,. 
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

^'Twill praise thee with my whole heart; before the gods, will I sing 

P' " Lord what is man, that thou tnkest knowledge of him, or the son 
of man that thou makost amount of him? 

« 1'raise ye the Lonl: praise the Lord, < > my soul. ^ Ink Ihvei 
will praise the Lord: 1 will sing praises unto my God while I have any 

lK H-Praise ve the Lord; for it is good to sing praises unto our God." 
" Sing unto the Lord a new sing and his praise to the congregation 

of saints." ... . . 
After this, David the Divine Songster crowns the climax of his illi

mitable strains with the 150th Psalm, in these words : 1m*^ he 
Lord, oraise God in his sanctuary ; praise him in the finnannert ot 
his power Praise him for his mighty acts; praise him according to 
Satltn,; praise him with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise him with the psaltry and harp; praise lum with the timbrel 
In'l rl'ince • praise him with stringed instrument* mid Organs, piaise 
him upon the Loud Cymbals; praise him with 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. 1 raise >e 

L Thus we see that t,he prime uses, and the earliest appropriation of 
music was to the services of the sanctuary. As such it is commended 
to us by the precept and example of the wisest man and the best 

"Wo call to mind their inspired songs, to teach us how under what 
circumstances, bv whom and for what purposes music shall be invoked. 
That it is the choice means, appointed ot God for h% worship. 

What efforts then do we make to render it available ? How much 
of tl. tin e or the money which His kind Providence has bestowed 
upon us, have we given to acquire or improve « this.means ot doing 
.rood ? Let t he service of our Churches furnish t he answ er. 
* Your committee respectfully recommend, that this subject shall no 
longer be neglected by the Churches. And m aid ot their efforts, 
we tender the following resolution for your adoption: 

RrM That the sum of -lobars be raised and appro
priated to tlm employment, of one qualified to teach sacred raHS1kJ^ 
our Churches and congregations, and that he or his successor be con
tinued in service from year to year until all the C hurches are served. 
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Resolved, That a 'eojnthittce of tlireo be appointed annually to pro

cure and appoint such a man and to collect and appropriate the hinds. 
All ol wliicli is respectfully sutaiUci ^ ChS,mW. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 
The Middle Cherokee Baptist Association in Session. To the 

Churches of which she is composed:— 

Dear Bxietiireji :—In accordance with an arrangement of our 
last session, we proceed to otl'er you a few thoughts upon the subject 
of prayer, in the form of a Circular Letter, though we are made to mourn 
when we contrast its vast importance with our want ot ability to treat 
it as its merits demand. 

Prayer is of divine origin; it is an exercise of the human mind, be
gotten by the poly Spirit, it contemplates man's lost and ruined con
dition by nature and that "lie is of few days and full of trouble; that 
he cometh forth like a fiowyr and is cut down, ho fleeth as a shadow 
and e6htinuet.li not.' It. looks also to man's proneness to do wrong1, 
his want of ability abstractedly to live right in the sight of God, his 
desire of happiness beyond the grave, his consciousness of his inability 
to attain it without divine grace, and his comictious, that there is a 
Supreme ruler, at whose right hand there are pleasures forever more; 
and that llis Light and ITis only can illumine the Pilgrim's pathway 
from sorrows of earth to joys on high. 

Prayer is a duty, an exercise on our part, which God commands, 
and if neglected, the consequences are perilous to the disobedient.— 
" As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me and every 
tongue shall confess to God," 

Prayer is a mighty engine before God. It is the medium through 
which, by faith, we approach the mercy seat of Christ and there con
fess to him who sitteth upon the throne, all our wants, all our holy de
rives and all our Godly sorrows. 

It is said in holy writ, "that the effectual fervent prayer of a right
eous man availeth much." Also "the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick and the Lord will raise him up, and if lie have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him." Again it snith, that "Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain, and it mined not on the earth by the space of three 
years and six months; and he prayed again and the Heaven gave 
rain and the earth brought forth her fruit." llenco the immeasur
able importance of prayer 

If we should be sick or sin against God, prayer is the channel 
through which we may find a remedy to heal, a remedy to cleanse 
from the pollutions of sin. If our country mourns, or our children cry 
from famine, prayers most wonderfully" introduces such woes and 
lamentations into the court of II« avon where Jesus sits to plead. 
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But we will here remark, that the bare expressions of the tongue 

to be seen and heard only of men, unmoved by the liner teelings of the 
soul, that looks out to the fountain of light for relief, is but nboimna-
nationin the sight of God. Not so, however, with the poor, sinful, 
convicted, sinking sinner Upon his knees, nor the true Christian whim 
his heart sickens at the sight of sin in the world, or his soul is tilled 
with love and gratitude to God; to such the ears ot the Lord are 
opened to thine cries and His bowels of compassion ready and willing 
most abundantly to bestow. 

We might consider prayer in the following manner, viz : as public, 
when audibly performed in Church or at other religious or public 
solemn occasions—as secret or private, when we commune with the 
Father of our Spirits under such circumstances that no eye or ear can 
see or hear but God's; and, again as private, when the man ot God 
with his house, surrounds the blessed family Bible stand. 

And first; public prayer, is a solemn religious exercise, it not an 
imperitive duty, much neglected by members of the Christian Church, 
from which we have often times' been made, with aching, anguish
ing hearts to wonder with astonishment when we rctlect, that so few 
of orir lay brethren are found ready and willing thus to serve their 
Lord and Master. Brethren, why is it so ? Is it because we have no 
religion, no love for Christ, no love for our brethren, no gratitude to 
God for his preserving goodness, no desire for the peace, happiness and 
salvation of the world 1 Surely, Oh surely not, Wby not then, come 
up to the help of the Lord, to the.help of the Lord against the mighty-
—and convince the world that we have, with helmet and shield en 
listed as brave soldiers, in that glorious war, whose banner shall neer 
trail in the dust, until Christ shall have achieved his conquests from 
the rivers to the end of the earth. 

Brethren, we fear that many of us are cowardly soldiers ol the cross, 
unwilling to fight for the prize. And why cowardly? Is it because 
we are ashamed of our general deportment while mixing and com-
miii'ding with the world ? Does our neglect ol church meeting, our 
want of a knowledge of the truths of the everlasting gospel, our refusal 
to administer to the wants of the poor, our over-anxious desire to 
accumulate wealth and honor in this world, our wayward conduct 
while in the bacchanalian's saloon ; do our quarrels and jars at court 
and muster grounds and our feuds in private neighborhoods, roll up 
before us like ponderous mountains, when we are called upon thus to 
pray before an opposing, a scrutinizing world ? We apprehend that 
these reflections, or some of t hem at least, not only produce fear and 
trembling when we attempt thus to bow, but give us pillows of thorns 
by night, and cause our heads to bow as the bulrush by day. W lien 
we compare our soiled and tattered robes as exhibited to the world by 
reason of our imprudent and unniatchful walk in life, with the lily 
white habliaments of the sacred altar, no wonder we are made to shrink 
from the responsibility of approaching Jehovah's awful throne in 
prayer. 
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Brethren, we crave to be given to this part of our much neglected 

dutv Tour serious and prayerful reflections and let us summon you to 
awake awake from your deadly slumbers and behold the Saviour of 
the world bleeding upon the cross that His hither s lhrone might be 

'Xltotn^SoTT^crot or private prayer strictly .hat 
spt^i" which the soul ean talk to its God, w.thout a qtnver upon 
S'Sreebi upon oer kuoes at toot.cn, or upon our p.h 
lows of repose; whether on land or sea, m calmness or storm, m fetters 
S: „t home Or abroad, we have but little to say, knowing that 
eve^he silent breathings of a Christian's son are more or toper-
fumed with pravor. whatever his condition in lite may bo. 

But thirdly and lastly, in referance to that species ot prayer that 
looks specially to the peaceful family fireside, much mu:ht, much 
would be skid if our remarks had not, been already extended too tar 

But fa mil, prayer ; how sweet the word; 0 ! our hearts upon it 
should delight to meditate, but alas! alas 1 how mudi neglected y 
professed Christians, ami more especially by those ot our own order, 
and bv Preachers, too, of the everlasting gospel. 

Brethren, do you not consider it your duty and a reasonab e se-
vice acceptable to God to pray in your families < M"*t a>>ined\ ) 
do. How then, can you as Christians reconcile it thus to live in erro 
and dailv incur the displeasure ot Heaven . . 

Do you believe that a Christian husband or parent can be^ found 
under the whole canqpy of Heaven, however weak and gno «in 
may feel himself to be, who can lay his hand upon hisJieart, n 
view of the judgment seat and say, that by graining from th^lemn 
though not less delightful exerc.se, he is doing his ^hikerssenH.e 
living the life that will afford l.i.n comfort and consolation 
hour' Oh ! no, brethren, certainly you Cannot indulge, eien tor one 
moment, in such a thought. Why is it, then that the Christian hus
band parent, guardian and master cannot will rcof, summon 1 is wife, 
his children his wards,his servants,around his blessed h'.n.iy luble-su l 
after the toils and conflicts of the day are over and t here eonsecra eA m 
selt-md family his God acknowledging gratitude ot heart tor IDs | u 
serving goodness during the past day and imploring His benign pro 
Lotion wdiile the shades of the nigh, shad s-ff y fl«e awtw. ^ 

Has he no love for lumselt, his wile, Ins children, t 
lii« control ' Has he no gratitude to God, no desire thn. the L 
would bless him in store and basket, no anxiety of soul, Jat^n. 
ids house might be saved from a sinner's death, a sinners doom in 

and Master tb.se rationsji.> viewof 
that awful responsibility that rests upon you as governors o . 
household, as members of the Church and- Chris m,^ 

Let us exhort yon, our dear brethren, and 'our 
who are are parents, to live and act nr. that manner , 
bodies shall Lave returned to the.r mother dust, our children 1 
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ing by our tombs,.can say, with a bright hope of a blessed immortality, 
t h a t  t h e y  o f f - t i m e s  h e a r d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  p r a y .  . . . .  

And may our walk, while we are pilgrims in this unfriendly world, 
be of that chaste and spotless character that the minds of those with 
whom we mix and commingle, shall irresistably be pointed to that 
blessed fountain opened to?the house of King David which brings lite 
and immortality to light. 

And after our spirits shall have fled to that, bourne lrom whence no 
traveler returns, may we have so lived in this World, that our examples 
shall be as living oracles, to point our surviving; fiicnds to the Chris
tian's home beyond the Jordan and convince their mourning hearts 
that, their loss is but our eternal gain. 

Therefore, in conclusion, let us exhort you, our dearly beloved 
brethren, seeing that we are encompassed by so many temptations and 
alluring and besetting snares, that we lay aside every weight and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. jp ^ I' FOSTER 

CONSTITUTION OF THE MIDDLE CHEROKEE 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

FIRST. We believe in one true and living God, and that He is triune 
in His nature, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; yet there are 
not three Gods; but. one God. 

SECOND. We believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
are the word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

THIRD. We believe in the fall of Adam, and the imputation" of bis 
sin to his posterity; the universal corruption of human nature, and 
the im potency of man to recover himself of his own free will and ability. 

FOURTH. We believe that whom he did foreknow, lie also did pre
destinate to be conformed to the image of IIis Son, and whom be did 
predestinate them he also called, and whom he called them he also 
justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

FIFTH. We believe that, sinners are justified in the sight of God, 
only by the imputation of the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

SIXTH. We believe that all those who are chosen in Christ, shall be 
called, converted, regenerated and sanctified by the influence and 
power of the Iloly Ghost; so that they shall persevere and not one be 
finally lost. 

SEVENTH. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, and 
follow after regeneration—that they only justify in the sight of men, 
and are evidences of our gracious state. 

EIGHTH. We believe that there will be a resurrection both of the 
righteous and unrighteous, and a general judgment, and that the hap
piness of the righteous ah! punishment of the unrighteous, shall be 
eternal, 
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G O S P E L  O i l  P E R ,  V I Z :  

FIHST. WO believe the visible Church of Christ is a ^ngrega^ON 
of believers, who have obtained Christian fellowship with each other and 
have given themselves to God, and have agreed to keep a gospel dis
cipline with each other agreeably to the rules of the gospel. 

SECOND. That Christ is the head oi his church,(and onl} Law-giver, 
and the government is with the body, and is the privilege of,each 
member, and that the discipline of the Church is tor the reclaiming of 
all the members.who may be disorderly, either in principle or practice, 
and shall be kept up for the glory of -God, and the peace and union ot 
the Churches. 

THIRD. The immersion in water and the Lord's supper are gospel or
dinances to be continued until the second coming ot Christ, and to be 
administered only by orderly Baptist ministers who have been legally 
ordained. 

FOURTH. That believers in Christ are the only subjects ot Baptism, 
and that immersion is the only mode. 

FIFTH. That none but, regularly Baptised Church members have any 
right to commune at the table of Jesus Christ. 

SIXTH. That it is the duly of every believer in Christ to become a 
member of his Church, and make a public profession of faith in him 
and be baptised, so that they may have a right to, and partake of his 
Eucharist at each legal opportunity in this life. 

R U L E S  O F  D E C O R U M .  
FIRST, Those members who are regularly chosen by the churches in 

our union shall constitute the Association. 
SECOND. The delegates so chosen shall present letters from their re

spective churches, confirming their appointment, together with their 
number in fellowship, viz: (hose baptised, received by letter, dis
missed by letter, restored, excluded and dead since the last session. 

THIRD. The delegates thus chosen and convened shall, be denomina
ted the Middle Cherokee Baptist Association. 

FOURTH, This Association shall liaye no power to lord it over God's 
heritage, or infringe upon the internal rights of the churches ; but is 
nothing more than an advisory council. 

FIFTH. This Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who shall 
bo elected annually by ballot, by the delegates present; and shall con
tinue in office until the next election: a plurality of votes shall elect. 

SIXTH. If a church shall desire to become a member of this body, 
she must petition bv letter, and delegates. After examination, if found 
to bo orthordox ami orderly, she shall be received into our union, and 
shall be manifested by the Moderator giving the delegates the hand of 
fellowship. 

SEVENTH. NO Church in this body shall have more than three dele
gates, till she shall exceed one hundred members; and after which she 
shall have one additional delegate for every fifty members, after the first 
hundreds. 
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EIGHTH. Everv question sent to this Association by a Church in 

this body shall first be read by the Clerk, and put to vote by the 
Moderator, whether it shall be debated ; after which, it a majority be 
for it, investigation shall be had and answered: if not, it shall be with
drawn, provided, nevertheless, those be first considered that atlect the 
union of the churches. 

9TH. Every motion made, if seconded, shall be considered debated 
and disposed of by this Association, unless withdrawn by the member 
who made it. . . .. 

10TH. Every member who shall speak in debate shall arise to nis 
feet and address the Moderator respectfully, and shall not be inter
rupted while speaking, unless he departs from thesubject. 

11TH. No member shall speak more than three times on the same 
subject, without permission of the Association, nor talk and whisper 
during the delivery of a public speech, nor make reflections on the 

S? 12TH. NO member must absent himself while this body is in session, 
without .permission from the Moderator. 

13TH. Should any member violate the rules of this Decorum, he 
shall be immediately called to order by the Moderator. 

14TH. Should it become necessary lor the Moderator to leave his 
seat, in debate or otherwise, ho shall have power to fill it by nomi-

n'l16m It shall be the duty of this body to provide for the general 
union of the churches within its bounds. 

16TH. It shall be the duty of this body to keep up, and direct the 
correspondence with those Associations of the same faith and order for 
the purpose of preserving communion among the churches. 

19TH. It shall be the duty of this body in all matters of difficulty 
between any of the churches composing this body, to advise and use 
their best endeavors to heal the breach ; but if the breach cannot be 
healed, and communion restored, then to withdraw from the church or 
churches, determined to be unsound in principle or immoral m prac
tice, until they shall be reclaimed. . 

18TH. To admit and invite ministering brethren as assistants, wnen 
determined to be necessary. 

19TH. To see that the Clerk keeps a true record of the transactions 
of the body, by having the minutes read and corrected, if incorrect, and 
signed bv the Moderator and Clerk before the body adjourns, and or
der the minutes printed, if considered proper, and that the Clerk be 
paid for his services. 

20TH. This 'ecorum or form of government shall be amended at any 
regular convocation, provided the majority shall desire it. 

~2 1ST. TO adjourn to the time and place they may determine to be 
most proper. 
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THE MIDDLE CHEROKEE ASSOCIATION-

To her Sister Associations, with whom she corresponds : 
Dear Brethren :-Wo have just closed our Annual meeting which 

Was held with the Church at Calhoun, and has been well attended by 
delegates from the churches composing our body. Our business has 
been harmoniously conducted, and we trust will result in the advance
ment. ot our Master's Kingdom. 

We desire to continue our friendly intercourse with you and for 
tlm purpose have appointed the several brethren whose names appear 
love ° bear t0 y°u th,s message of Christian salvation and 

May the peace of God, which paSseth all understanding, be with 

J0A. &OKO, Cleric. J°™ 

September 24th, 1853. 
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M I N U T E S .  

The delegates composing the Middle Cherokee Baptist Association 
convened with the church at Cassville, agreeably to previous appoint
ment, September 22d, 1854. 

The introductory seruu-u was preached by A. W. Buford, from the 
133d Psalm, after which there was an intermission of tine hour. 

The former moderator then caliod the body to order, prayer by El
der J. W. Lewis. 

On mption a committee " of five was appointed, to present to this 
body the names of those who claim to be delegates of this Association, 
viz.: M. A. Cooper, Ira It. Foster, E. M. Gait, J. II. B. Shackelford, 
and S. D. Everett, who proceeded to make out a list of the names, and 
presented the same to this body. 

On motfon, it was decided that this preliminary meeting be govern
ed in its deliberations, by the rules of decorum, of the Middle Cherokee 
Association. 

Whereupon the body proceeded to organize by calling for and read
ing the letters of correspondence from the different churches that com
pose this Association. J. W. Lewis and J. II. B. Shackelford were 
appointed to read the letters. 

On motion the letters from Oothealoga church were laid on the ta
ble for the present. 

The body then proceeded to the election of moderator and clerk, 
whereupon (the former moderator refusing to serve again,) brother M. 
A. Cooper, was chosen moderator, and A. W. Buford, clerk. 

]. Appointed brethren J. A. It. Hanks, /. Edwards, W. J. Cantrel, 
T. A. Sullivan, J. II. Rice, a committee on preaching. 

2. Resolved, That this Association unanimously tender their thanks 
to our former moderator for Ms long and faithful services, as the pre
siding officer of this body. 

3. Appointed brethren Shackelford, J, W. Lewis, J. Crawford, E. 
M. Gait, and M. M. Blalock, together with the moderator and clerk, 
a committee on business. 

4. Appointed the committee on finance, to-wit: J. J. Howard and 
S. D. Everett. 

5. Committee on publications: G. W. Selvidge, N. N. Edge, and 
Win Williams. 

C. On nominations, Ira It. Foster, J. J. Gilbert and A. Lewis. 
7. Committee on deceased ministers: J: Crawford, S. Stalling, and 

J. L. Chapman. 
S. On Sabbath schools: A. It. Wright, A. J. Itippv, W. 0. Bell, 

and J. A. R. Hanks. w ' " 



4 MIDDLE CHEROKEE ASSOCIATION. 

0dUCatiOn: 1 W- Uwis- J- B. Shackelford, 

0n miSSi°"S: C' W' «)*» W. Druramond, and 

eh"p™-.>•J' A C. 

12. Opened a door for the recept ion of new churches. 

TF&Y* ILLT, % 
W^T" m 0 o'clock Prayer by A. P„ 

>r , 'SATURDAY MORNI VG Sent 9i 
Met pursuant to adjournment 1V„ . . P . t ssMSsy  ̂•*** to«h^ckeifori 

viz.: Elders E, Dyer, J. M. Wood'an l^'^v ,'|,0,CooSa -Association, 

4 |T" L T^ ̂^f this Association 

by brotferRSt'laming,'T<?en t °tbr eJ] '° Fhf' "" accePtef* 
Georgia Baptist Convention. " ' ble Committee of the 

lapoosa Aas^^nXfeT^T^^wlW4*' 1V°m 1,10 Tal" 
W. Oive,,, P Maddox, II. a\1S$ * * WOod*J' 

• he order of business, to Xn4t^?fonowin«r0n SIJ9I)cnde<1 

»V right. 'oilowing resolutions, by A. R. 

a College, d^ominatcd^fc£okeIBap^tCdl chait^ff 
Oassville and placing it. under the control f ,°i g»V-t0 bo loc'atecl »t 
Baptist Association. We in session dohereby St * 
>an|e •' ' herefore— b> td*® cognizance of the 

Resolved by this Association, That WA 
notice of the Baptists of Georgia, and of thZn^i t0 the fa*>* 
Cherokee Baptist College, located at Cassvil], ai^P ffenera,l>*» 
hearty co-operation, in the building up and end ™ COInrnen<1 their 
tution. * f:*W endowment of said iusti-

Resolved, That from the cheapness of the nlan rf a 
thoroughness, we regard it as eminently worthyof tiaC*Uon' and its 

the middle and poorer classes of the people. patronage of 
Msolved, That it being known that Gen J ]T r>; • 

take an agency to collect funds and books in 'thd ! 13 w,lling <o 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, °f 

he is about visiting, that he be and is hereby lit rlZt ClUes wWch 

fur*' r- 6 P"rp0Se ,'fo"Baid' i» l»Mf of 

^ cordial cooperation of all 
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the Associations of the country, north and west of the Chattahoochie 
river. * 

8. Received minutes and a corresponding delegate from the Kllijav 
Association, viz.: W. T. Fleming. 

9. Suspended the order of business, for the purpose of receiving new 
correspondence, whereupon the Sharp Mountain Association pro
posed by letter and delegate, to open a correspondence with this body, 
which was referred to a committee of five, viz.: A. R. Wright. J. \V. 
Lewis, J. Crawford. Ira R. Foster, and J. II. 1>. Shackelford. 

10. On motion the order of business was suspended, to attend to 
another resolution by A. R. Wright. 

11. Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed by this Asso-
eiation-to address the Associations north and west of the Chattahoochie 
river, upon the subject of an organized body to take charge of the 
Cherokee Baptist College, located at Cassville, appointing in their 
communication a time and place of meeting, and ask the sending o 
delegates Irom the sister Associations to said meeting, corresponding 
to the number of this commit fee, who are hereby appointed delegates 
of this Association, viz. : A. li. Wright,.!. W. Lewis, A. W. Buford, 
Z. Edwards, Ira R. Foster, G. W. Selvidgo, J. Crawford and M. A. 
Cooper. 

12. Took up the letters from Oofhc-'loga church, whereupon J. W. 
Lewis introduced a resolution with reference to the case, during the 
discussion of which the Association adjourned for one hour, l'raver 
by brother G. W. Tuniliu. 

EVENING SESSION. 
Prayer by brother Maddox. 
13. Took up the resolution of brother Lewis, which was sustained, 

viz.: Whereas the church at Qofticaloga, a constituent, member of 
this body, lias in attendance two sets of delegates, each of whom rep
resent a portion, and neither of whom represent, the entire church, be 
it therefore— 

Resolved, Tliat as this body" does not, possess (ltd authority to settle 
church difficulties, that we therefore, with the utmost respect not only 
to the church at Oothcaloga, but to tbe members in attendance as 
delegates, decline recognizing either as delegates of said church, and 
whilst we thus act, we tender both to the church and delegates our 
fraternal sympathies, and hold ourselves ready to render our best ad
vice if solicited, in settling the unhappy difficult ies now existing, and 
to this end wc now appoint in advance, a committee of ten, to-wit: 

J. W. Lewis, J. Crawford, A. W. Buford, Z. Edwards, A. R. Wright, 
Ira li. Foster, E. M. Gait, M. M. Blalock, W. Drummond, and J. II. B. 
Shackelford, who will hold themselves in readiness at any time during 
the recess of this body, upon the invitation of the church at Oothca
loga, to meet with them and aid them in council in bringing about, If 
possible, a reconciliation in the church. 

14. (jailed for the reports of the committees. 
15. The report of the committee ou Publications was received and 

adopted. 
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20. On motion the order of business was suspended to give oppor
tunity to brother Gait, to offer the following resolutions' 

Whereas difficulties and dissensions have arisen in some of the 
churches composing this Association, on the subject of the connection 
of members of those churches with the various benevolent institutions 
of the agi, and whereas it is desirable that these difficulties should 
cease and the dissensions he healed, arid that harmony and brotherly 
love should prevail amongst those who are members of Christ's church 
on earth : be it therefore— 

1. Resolved, That this Association re-affirm the sentiment heretofore 
expressed on this subject. 

2. Resolved, That in the opinion of this body, the joining, or not 
joining any of the benevolent institutions of the day, such as Masons,-
Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance and Knights of Jericho, by members 
of the Baptist church, should not be made a test of christian tellow-
ship. 

During the discussion of the above resolutions, the Association ad
journed until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. Prayer by N. N. Edge. 

MONDAY MORNING, Sept. 25. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer by J. L. Chapman. 
27. On motion reconsidered the report on Sabbath schools. 
23. Resolved, That the report be amended by striking out so much 

of the resolutions as relate to the Sunday School Convofttion. 
23- On motion proceeded to the regular business of the body. 
30. M. A. Cooper offered the following preamble and resolutions as 

a substitute for the resolutions offered by E. M- Gait: 
Whereas it is made known to this Association that there exists dis

cord and dissension amongst the brethren, arising from differences of 
opinion touching certain societies or associations of men, such as Free 
Masons, Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance, Knights of Jericho, <fec., 
that threaten to affect or destroy the union of the churches, which this 
body has endeavored to provide for: be it therefore— 

Resolved, That it becomes necessary that this Association should 
express and publish its views concerning such causes of disunion and 
division. 

Resolved, That the objects of the societies in question, so far as 
known and understood by this body, are for good, and intended to-
ameliorate human sufferings, -and to aid the needy and to promote 
good manners and good morals: we therefore are unable to condemn 
their organizations. 

Resolved', That as human institutions, for civil and social purposes, 
they may rightfully bo administered on such plan a9 suit the views 
of those who compose them, so long as they do notr conflict with the 
Laws of God and man. Therefore tliey have, a right as freemen to 
hold their meetings in private, and so far as may be, to conceal their 
charity or other transactions from the world. 

Resolved, That we know no Gospel rule that will prohibit a brother 
to associate with such, in the performance of good, socially and civil
ly, so long as their practices are consistent with good manners and 
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correct morals, and not derogatory to his professions as a follower of 
Christ. 

R solved, That we recommend our brethren to be not hasty in join
ing such, and without full persuasion that they can be more useful • 
m which ease we recommend all others to bJar with them in charity 
and brot herly kindness sodong as their conduct otherwise is becoming-
to a christian and brother. ° 

resolutions- VVl,gllt 0<lcred the fol,mving. as a.substitute for the above 

oomt'WW</' I'"11 r'S As80oia!ion disapprove of church members be
coming members of secret societies. 

J**. J'r1 c'V'0 A*® t.hU? °Xpress 0llr disapprobation, we re-
• f ura 'lie article of the Association upon the subject of not inakim? it 
a test of christian fellowship. ' making it 

\Vrhrhf,wnJ°^l,i °f J" W* Lcwi8' ,he flrst r(-so!,"i°" offered by A. R, V\ right was stricken out. y 

Adjourned for one hour. Prayer by J. M. Wood. 

Prayer by ,T. J. Gilbert. EvEK,NO SE88rojr-

Recognized Elder N. M. Crawford, Professor of Theology in Mere** 
University at ,, ^ p who was invited to act with ul 

lution Vnght W,llKlreW 1,10 remili,ling m of bis reso-

°f rea°la,i0"s « i M. A. Cooper, 

3. Suspended die order of business. 

tilitlm next make thdl*** 

e»1^^ises' b^inonTiHe,rest^UCa^I'a^ 
6. On motion the resolution was adopted. 
/. On motion the moderator appointed J. Crawford G W Q.,I„-J 

on |Ma, before Ihe 4,1, Lrd'e day in Apri I855 1 ' ̂ ""T' 

^ ̂ ^^ssssassasi 
«"ery 1st: IS it essential to peace and union among Baptists, that 
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every church should have written articles of faith, as an exponent of 
their principles ? 

Query 2d : Ji so, what course should be pursued with those churches 
that repudiate all written abstracts of principles, as being derogatory to 
the word ot God ? J 

12. To the first query, we answer, it is. To the second, we nns.Vf,r 
withdraw troni such churches. ' 

13. Z. Edwards offered the following resolutions, viz.: 

Resolved, That this Association retain the $33 that was collected 
two years ago, and the -$9.50 which was sent up this year for Home 
missions, and the sum, viz.; $45.50, be appropriated for the purpose of 
employing a missionary in the bounds of this Association. 

Resolved, That the standing committee of this body viz • M A 
Cooper, Ira R. Foster, E. M. Gait, J. VV, Lewis and J. II. H. Shackel
ford be authorized to employ a suitable person to carry out the above 
resolution so long as we have funds; and we further recommend this 
present Association to devise some plan by which there can be oue con
stantly in the service during the Associatioual year. 

On motion the resolutions were adopted. 

14. Ira R. Foster offered the following resolution, viz.: 

. A\>,yoffeerf/!"hat this body return their '.banks to the citizens of Cass-
vilie and adjacent country for their kindness and hospitality during its 
present session, also to our Methodist friends for the use of' their house 
..f divine worship, and to our Presbyterian brethren for the offer of their 
house; also that the thanks of this body be returned to the presiding 
officer and clerk of this body, for the able manner in which they have 
discharged their several duties. 

On motion the resolution was adopted. 

15. Voted that the clerk be allowed $25 for bis services. 

16. On motion the moderator appointed J. W. Lewis to write the 
letter of correspondence. 

17. Ira R. Foster was re-elected Treasurer. 

18. V oted that the clerk have as many Minutes printed as the funds 
will justify. 

On Lord's day the pulpit at the Baptistchurch at 11 o'clock was 
occupied bv Elder J. \\. Lew is, w ho preached the Missionary sermon. 
Brother J. M. Wood preached at the same place at 3 o'clock P. M. 
Brother Robert Fleming, agent for the Bible Committee at Savannah 
preached at the Methodist church at 11 o'clock, ami brother Dyer at 
night. A collection was taken up at each place in the forenoon 
amounting in the aggregate to $45 40. 

19. On motion the Minutes were read and adopted. Adjourned to 
the time and place appointed. Prayer by Elder J. Crawford. 

M. A. COOPER, Moderator. 
A. "W. BiTFonn, Clerk. 
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T H E  R E P O R T S  O F  C O M M I T T E E S .  
*h> committee on business ask leave to make the following report f 
^ cTtl.e roll, mark absentees, appoint committees and them 

read the constitution and rules ot decorum. 
2d. Invite ministering brethren to seats with us. 

!fh ^ tllc Wlion ^ churches. 
5th! Take up the letters from Oothcaloga and dispose of them m 

some way. 
6th. Call for reports of committees. 
7th. Appoint messengers to sister Associations. 
8th. Elect delegates to the State Convention. 
9th. Appoint standing committees. 
10th. Appoint the time of holding the next Association, 
lltli. Miscellaneous business. 
The committee an Finance beg leave to report: ^ $50 75' 
Contribution for Minutes, - ^g 
Foreign Missions, - * " io 70' 
Indian I 9 501 

Domestic " " _ 9 50' 

Collection at Baptist Church on Sabbath, - - 35 40 

$150 25' 

Collected at Methodist Church, - - - 10 °° 

$160 25' 

All of which is respectfully submitted.^ 

Your Treasurer begs leave to rubmit the following report, viz.: 
Total amount of funds on hand at last Association, 
Amount paid Clerk for Minutes last year, $52 80 
Amount paid Georgia Baptist Convention, 93 2o 
Amount collected two years ago and still on hand, 

your Treasurer having no instructions for its 
special disbursement, 33 05 

Amount collected this Association from Finance ^ _ 
Committee for Minutes, $50 15 

Amt. col. this Asso'n. for Foreign Missions, 28 40 
«» « u Indian w I® 
tt u tt Domestic " ® 
it u tt Homo w ® 

-$182 15' 
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Amt. collected on Sabbath at the Baptist Church 
one halt of which for Bible cause in Georgia and 
the other half for Foreign Missions, ° ' 35 4^ 

Amt. col. at Methodist Church, at the same time 
and for the same purpose, JQ QQ 

Old tuud collected two years agofl gy q-

For Indian Missions, by A. W. Buford, 00 
Mrs. S E. Buford, 5 00 

\fft fo'r 500 
TJM 1 n • ^ s" Foster, 2 00 

For Bible Com. in Geo., A. YV. Buford, 5 00 
** " *4 T T * 

Ira I\. Poster, $ Q Q  

$223 30 Contra, the one half of the $!0 00 collected at the 
m ?!!ld 0Ver to ^ther Fleming, 

vention0' ^ B®1>tist Stato Co»" 
hZZL, on hand, 

>epon, Slerr^rat rfind° 
attention from the'Zlh* of hi. 1 V?"* 1.^ "ot recei™ 
demands. Your cowmhtll »rXX^?T?tl0n' which its imPortanee 
ducted Sabbath Schools is a powerful" * 8-vJtem of con-
Religion, and should therefore en<va<r0 tlmX'7 m ffr?at Cause of 

lover of the cause of Christ, and welf-wisher Xht Hi'110,1 °f eV°ry 

Die committee regret th-n th,, ' T • fellow creatures.— 
reported on this subject to the last IS'0" °f the commiteo who 
there is evidently a necessity for the'!to, " X* not carried ~ 
which this subject may be forcibly brought to tii?** ®?Wio PIan bF 
members of our churches. Therefore— consideration of the 

organize and sustain SmXvXdfool!' churches in our bounds to 
and that we request the Pastors of the 'XT U may. be Prac,icahle, msrx ^al1 tho aij 
brethren to visit the cli u'^ch es' on a rTc-I y" 1 "* °f th° minister'ng 

-aid ia 

Solution. appointed to carry out the above 

RNR T ' , H A T  
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recommend that this body herewith tender to hi* children and rela
tions, generally, the wannest sympathies and christian regards. 

. J- CRAW FORD, Chairman. 
J ho committee to whom was referred the subject of Publications 

beg leave to report, First of all, we would recommend (he readino- 0f 
the Holy Scriptures, as our guide i« faith and practice. Second!*"the 
reaiiing of such standard pub icat ions of our denomination as Bene
dicts History of the Baptists, J. X. Browns History of the Martyrs 
the Index, published by the Baptist State Convention of Georgia at 
1 enheld, the Tennessee Baptist, published at Nashville, Term the 
Home and Foreign Journal, published at Rio! rnond, Virginia.' All 
ol which is respectfully submitted. 

v . C. W. SELVIDGE, Chairman. 
i our committee on nominations beg leave to report that they have 

selected brother S. D. Everett to preach the introductory sermon, and 
i'' 1'I-' "l'"rt l,:" «ltern^e, brother John Crawford to preach 

the Missionary sermon, and brother A. E. Wright his alternate, and 
brother N. ^ Edge to write the Circular Letter. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

I. h. FOSTER, -J. J. GILBERT, ABNER LEWIS, Com. 

L E T T E R  O F  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .  
The Middle Cherokee Baptist Association to the Associations with 

whom she Corresponds. 

DRAK BUETOREN W e are just closing our annual meeting, with 
the church at Cassville, and, although we have had exciting subjects 
before us, yet they have been met, discussed and adjusted in a man
ner which we hope will result in the advancement of'the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, and the peace of the churches. We deem it peculiarly 
proper at this time to suggest to the Associations with whom we are 
in correspondence, the faithful and persevering efforts of the Associa
tions to maintain the peace and fellowship of the •churches. We 
desire to continue our correspondence with you, and for this purpose 

e aPP0|nted the several brethren whose names appear in our Min
utes, as corresponding delegates. 

We learn that brother Andrew Adams, who was ap-
pom ci ,ist. \ear to write the Circular Letter, was sick at the time of 
tl.e meeting of this body, and therefore we have no Circular Letter. 
, * ' . ' • jrom some cause, 1 know not what, we have no report 
rem the committee on the state of IMigion. 1 suppose the commit

tee did not report. k A. W. BUFOR1), Clerk. 

statistical Table of the Middle Cberohee^Tap' 
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