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MINUTES, &C
ROME, May 15th, 1858.

The Cherokee Baptist Convention met with the Bap
tist Church of this^ity. The introductory sermon was
preached by Rev. W. H. Robert, from the 2d verse of
the 48th Psalm—"Beautiful for situation, the joy ot
the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the
north, the city of the great King."
At the close of the sermon, the Convention was call
ed to order, by Rev. G. W. Selvidge, when, on motion
of Rev. S. G. Hillyer, a committee was appointed to re
port the names of delegates to the body, consisting ot
brethren Ira R. Foster, A. B. Ross and J. Barrow.
Then adjourned until three o'clock this evening.
At the appointed hour the Convention re-assembled.
The exercises were opened by the former President, al
ter which the report of the Committee on credentials
was called for. The committee reported the following
names, as delegates to the Convention.
^
FROM COOSA ASSOCIATION.—Brethren E. Dyer, J. M.
Wood, William Newton, S. M. Pyles, S. G. Ilillyer, J.
R. Chambers, R. Ware, A. J. King, C. W. Sparks, A. B.
Ross, and B. M. Powell.
FROM MIDDLE CHEROKEE ASSOCIATION.—Brethren G. W.
Selvidge, T. Eambaut, W. II. Robert, A. W. Buford, II.
F. Buchanan, Ira R. Foster, T. A. Sullivan, L. Dillard,
John II. Rice, W. A. Mercer, T. M. Compton, J. D.
Collins, and M. A. Cooper.
FROM ABBACOOCHIE ASSOCIATION.—Rev.

James Bar-

On motion, now proceeded to the election ot Officei>,
to complete the organization ot the Convention. Upon
counting out the votes, it appeared that Rev. Jesse M.
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Wood was elected President, Rev. G. W. Selvidge, Vice
President, W. A. Mercer, Secretary, and A. B. Ross, As
sistant Secretary.
The following committee on Preaching was now ap
pointed: Brethren I. R. Foster, S. M. Pyles, C. W.
Sparks, S. G. Hillyer, and A. B. Ross.
,. . .
On motion, a door was opened for membership into
the Convention; and an invitation was extended to
ministers present, of our order, to seats with us and to
aid in our counsels.
The invitation was accepted by Elder J. H. Camp
bell, J. R. Graves, of Nashville, S. H. Linton, of Flori
da, W. S. Perry, of Murfreesboro, Tenn., A. H. McKey, A. T. Spalding, A. Stevens, W. C. Hendricks, P.
W. Lampkin, G. W. Tumlin, J. McBride, A. S. Worrell,
C. II. Still well, C. B. Martin, V. II. Dean, and B. F.Jessup.
On motion, agreed to recognise Rev. J. II. Campbell
as the Agent of the Foreign Mission Board, and to hear
from him upon that subject; and also Rev. J. R. Graves
as the voluntary agent of Baptist Sabbath Schools, and
to allow him an opportunity to advocate the cause, be
fore the Convention. Bro. W. Sapp was also recogniz
ed as a visitor from the Georgia Baptist Convention, and
invited to a seat.
On motion the following Committees were appointed :
Ox BUSINESS.—Brethren Rambaut, Newton, and Rice.
ON EDUCATION.—Brethren Ilillyer, Rambaut, and A.
J. King.
ON DECEASED MINISTERS.—Brethren Pyles, Buchanan,
and Mercer.
ON NOMINATIONS.—Brethren Sparks, Sullivan, and J.
D. Collins.
ON MISSIONS.—Brethren Robert, Dyer, and Chambers.
ON SABBATII SCHOOLS.—Brethren Dyer, Mercer, and
Sparks.
On motion of Bro. John H. Rice, a committee was
appointed to report on Monday morning a basis of re
presentation in this body for the present and future
meetings. The committee are Bros. Rice, Dyer, and
Newton.
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On motion of Bro. Sullivan, Committees were ap
pointed to nominate Trustees for Cherokee B. College,
and Woodland Female College, and members for the
Executive Committee.
ON TIIE FIRST.—Brethren Buford, Rice, and Ross.
ON THE SECOND.—Brethren Sparks, Robert, and PowON THE LAST.—Brethren Chambers, Buchanan, and
\V are.
•
The Committee on Preaching made the following
rCIBro.

W. Newton to preach to-night in this house, and
on the Sabbath, Rev. J. R. Graves, at 104 o'clock ; Bro.
Buchanan to the colored people, at 3 o'clock, Bro. llyer
at 4 in the evening; Bro. J. M. Wood to preach the
Education Sermon at night.
In the Presbyterian house of worship, Rev. J . U.
Campbell, at lOi o'clock, Bro. Selvidge, at night.
In the Methodist, Bro. Rambaut, at 10 £ o clock, and
at night, Bro. A. W. Buford.
The report of the Committee on Business was read
and adopted, as the order for the further meetings of the
Convention.
. n
On motion, the Convention was adjourned until J
o'clock on Monday morning—prayer by Bro. Rambaut.
The Sabbath was occupied according to the arrange
ment of the Preaching Committee, and we hope to good
effect. There was a CROWDED HOUSE to hear Rev. J. R.
Graves, and we are glad to say he sustained his high
reputation. His theme was "JESUS ONLY.
MONDAY. MOBNING, 9 o'clock.

The Convention met according to adjournment, and
was opened by singing and prayer by Bro. Barrow.
Renewed the invitation to visitors to seats with us,
and also to delegates who may have come in sinceSatur
day Bro M. A. Cooper was present and took his seat.
The report of the Committee to propose a basis of
representation, was called for and read. Upon theques-
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tion of adoption, an interesting discussion sprung up,
in which Brethren Hillyer, Shropshire, Graves ancl
Cooper took a part. After some amendments, and the ad
dition of a resolution, the report was adopted. See Ap
pendix, No. 1.
Called for the report of the Trustees of Cherokee B.
College, which was presented and read by Bro. John H.
Bice; and upon motion,Jthe report was referred to a se
lect committee, consisting of Brethren Ilillyer, Newton,
and Bowel1, to report hereafter. See Report of Trustees,
Appendix, No. 2.
The report on deceased ministers was presented by
Bro. Pyles, read and adopted. See Report in Appendix,
No. 3.
Called for the report of the Committee on Education,
which was read and adopted. It will appear in the Ap
pendix, No. 4.
Agreed to hold the next session of this body with the
church in Dalton, to commence on Saturday before the
3d Sabbath in May, 1859.
Then adjourned until half past 2 o'clock this evening.

HALF PAST 2 O'CLOCK.

The Convention re-assembled—Prayer by Brother
Hillyer.
Called for the report of the Executive Committee,
which was presented hv Bro. Boss, and adopted. See
report, No. 5,
The Committee oh nominations reported as follows,
which was agreed to :
Rev. AV Newton to preach the Introductory Sermon,
Rev. A, AV. Buford, his alternate ; Rev. S.G. Hillyer to
preach on Education, Rev, T. Rambaut, his alternate.
r Called lor the report of the committee to nominate
I rustces lor Cherokee B. College. The following was
presented and adopted by the Convention :

TRUSTEES OF C. B. COLLEGE.
Elder John Crawford, Edwin Dyeiy J. \V. Lewis. J.
S. Rowland. T. A. Sullivan. Lewis Tumlin, T. U
Wilkes. Jesse M. Wood. AV. T. AVol), ml Ira R. Foster
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J. J. Howard, C. W. Sparks, Alfred Webb, Lemuel 1)11lard, A. W. Buford, Turner Goldsmith, John H. Rice,
I. W. Kinabrew, W. A. Mercer, M. McMurry, T. M.
Compton, R. L. Rogers, M. A. Cooper, S. G. Hillyer,
J. II. McClung, G. W. Selvidge, Tliomas Wofl'ord, R.
M. Young.
The committee to renominate Trustees for Woodland
Female College reported as follows :
T. H. Sparks, W. E. West, A. Darden, W. Newman,
E. D. Chisolm, S. Gibson, W. 0. B. Wliatly, W. Hogg,
J. H. Terrell, Jesse M. Wood, A. N. Verdery, J. J.
Morrison, E. II. Richardson, B. M. Willingham, R. W.
Whitehead, H. A. Williams, James Sanders, C. W.
Sparks, C. II. Stillwell, S. G. Hillyer and William New
ton.
The committee to nominate members of the Execu
tive Committee, reported the following names:
A. B. Ross, S. G. Hillyer, J. M. Wood, J. J. Howard,
C. W. Sparks, A. W. Buford, John H. Rice.
C. W. Sparks, Treasurer of the Convention.
The report of the Committee 011 Missions, was called
for and read. Interesting speeches were made by Rev.
J. H. Campbell, and others, upon the subject of missions,
and then the report was adopted. See Report in the
Appendix, No. G.
Called for the report of the Committee 011 Sabbath
Schools.
The report was read, and, upon a motion to adopt,
Rev. J. R. Graves rose and advocated the cause of Bap
tist Sabbath Schools, with much force and ability.—
Several other Brethren spoke in favor of the report and
resolutions, whereupon a motion was carried to appoint
a committee to examine the S. S. Question Book, named
in the resolution, and report to-morrow morning.—
Committee are Brethren Hillyer, Sparks, Dyer, New
ton, Rambaut, Ross, Powell, Mercer and J. M. Wood.
Then adjourned until Tuesday morning, lialf-past 8
o'clock. Prayer by Bro. Chambers.

M^CE%n.

8

TUESDAY MORNING, May 18th.

The Convention met. Prayer by Bro. Buchanan.
At the request of Bro. Campbell, he was allowed time
to present the claims of the Christian Index, after which
several Brethren expressed themselves as highly pleas
ed with the present management of the paper. Some
new subscriptions were taken.
The President called the attention of the Conven
tion to the needy circumstances of our afflicted Brother,
Barrow, and asked the aid of the Brethren to relieve
him from a mortgage which hung over his homestead.
Fifty-five dollars were raised in cash, and as much
more pledged. It was agreed to place the money, &c.,
in the hands of Bro. Wood, in order to have the prop
erty secured to the family, when the mortgage shall be
removed.
The following resolution was presented and passed
unanimously:
Resolved, That this Convention recommend its con
stituents to aid the brethren of Ringgold in the erection
of a suitable house of worship in that place.
At the suggestion of Bro. W. P. Wood, a subscription
was taken to aid in carrying out the above resolution.
The sum of one hundred dollars was raised.
On motion, took up the unfinished business of yes
terday. The report of the committee, on the Sunday
School Question Book was called for. The Committee
stated that they had examined the Book, as far as their
time would permit them, and were well pleased ; and
would therefore recommend the adoption of the resolu
tion accompanying the report. After which the report
was adopted by the convention, without a dissenting
voice.
See Report in the Appendix, No. 7, and be sure to
read it, and endeavor to carry out its recommendations.
The following Resolution, offered by Bro. Hillyer,
was adopted by the convention.
Resolved, That we specially commend to the favora
ble notice of our Brethren, Dr. Dagg's "Manual of The
ology," which furnishes, for our people, a perspicuous
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explanation and defence of our cherished doctrines.
Appointed the following correspondence.
To THE GEORGIA BAPTIST CONVENTION, to meet in Colum
bus in April next, Brethren S. M. Pyles, J. It. Chambers,
W. H. Robert, S. G. Ilillyer, E. Dyer, H. F. Buchanan,
J. Barrow, Jesse M. Wood, and C. W. Sparke.
To THE GEN. ASSOCIATION OF MIDDLE TENN. AND NORTII
ALA.—Brethren G. W. Selvidge, A. B. Rose, John M.
Wood, T. Rambaut, John II. Rice, E. Dyer, J. R. Cham
bers, C. W. Sparks.
Tc THE EAST ALABAMA CONVENTION, Brethren Jesse
M. Foods, C. W. Sparks, W. P. Wood, W. Newton, W.
A. Culbertson, S. Gibson.
To THE TALLAPOOSA ASSOCIATION.—Brethren W. H.
Robert, S. M. Pyles, A. B. Ross, Jesse M. Wood, T.
Rambaut, G. W. Selvidge, J. Barrow, and W. A. Mer
cer.
To THE HIGH TOWER ASSOCIATION.—Brethren John M.
Wood, T. Rambaut, G. W. Selvidge, S. G. Hillyer, W.
H. Robert, C. W. Sparks, Ira R. Foster, and PI. F. Buch
anan.
To THE CLARKSVILLE ASSOCIATION.—Brethren John
M. Wood, and A. J. Rippey.
To THE So. CAROLINA B. CONVENTION.—Brethren W.
II. Robert, S. M. Pyles, J. J. Howard, and T. Rambaut.
On motion, agreed to open a correspondence with the
East Tennessee Gen. Association, and appointed the
following Brethren to attend their next meeting : John
PI. Rice, A. M. Hanks, E. M. Gait, and I. R. Foster.
Called for the report of the Select Committee upon
the Report of the Board of Trustees of Cherokee B. Col
lege. The report was read, and advocated by Bro.
Rambaut and others, and some efforts were made to ob
tain subscriptions for the endowment; but the hour for
recess having arrived, the Convention was adjourned
until three o'clock.
THREE O'CLOCK, TUESDAY EVENING.

The Convention re-assembled—Prayer by Bro. Tumlin.

JO
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Took up the unfinished business. The convention
was addressed by Brethren Hillyer, Tumlin, Graves,
and Rarabaut, in favor of the endowment of the College.
On a previous proposition of Prof. A. S. W orrell, to
be one of five, to give $500 each towards the endow
ment of the C. B. College, subscriptions were obtained
to the amount of $2500, and the additional sum of $500
was obtained on subscriptions of $100 each.
The report was amended by two resolutions offered
by Bro. John H. Rice, and then adopted. See Report,
Appendix, No. 8.
On motion, the Trustees of the Woodland Female
College were requested to make out an accurate state
ment of the state and wants of that institution, and pre
sent it to the next meeting of this convention.
The following resolutions were presented and passed :
Whereas, our brother, Rev. II. F. Buchanan designs
travelling through the bounds of this Convention, as a
Colporteur, therefore
Resolved, That we commendhim to the Brethren and
Churches as a worthy brother and minister, deserving
their confidence and encouragement.
Resolved, That we return our thanks to our Heavenly
Father, for his care and protecting providence over us,
during our session; and for the kind reception, and
general entertainment we have met with, at the hands
of our brethren and friends of Rome ; and also to our
Methodist and Presbyterian brethren, for the use of
their houses of worship.
On motion, agreed to have 400 copies of these min
utes printed and circulated among the Association.—
Some $30 were raised to defray the expenses.
Having gone through the business of the Convention,
a suitable song was sung, during which the brethren
gave each other the parting hand, with thankfulness to
God for the harmony and brotherly love, which had
prevailed throughout the session. After prayer by the
President, the Convention was adjourned to the time
and place oppointed.
JESSE M. WOOD, Pres't*
WM. A. MERCER, Sec.
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REPORTS OF VARIOUS COMMITTEES.
WUMBEB.

X.

Report of Committee on Basis of Representation.
The Committee appointed to report a basis
of Representation in this body, beg leave to submit the
following:
1st. That each Association, North and West of the
Chattahoochee river, be entitled to five delegates; and
one additional delegate for every three hundred church
members, provided no Association shall have more than
sixteen delegates.
2d. That each church belonging to an Association,
shall be entitled to one delegate upon the payment of
ten dollars annually, for missionary or educational pur
poses, and one additional delegate for each additional
ten dollars so paid in ; but no church to be entitled to
more than five delegates.
3. That each missionary or educational society, be
entitled to one delegate, upon the payment of twenty
dollars annually, for missionary or educational purpo
ses; and one additional delegate for each additional
twenty dollars, so paid in ; provided no society shall be
entitled to more than five delegates, and provided fur
ther, that each delegate shall be a member of some order
ly Baptist church.
4. That any member of a Baptist church who is in
good standing, shall be entitled to a seat in the Conven
tion, upon the payment of twenty-five dollars annually,
for missionary purposes.
JOHN II. RICE, Ch'n.

During the discussion of the above Report, the fol
lowing Resolution was offered by Bro. Rambaut, and
passed, and ordered to be appended to the Report.
Resolved, That any regular Baptist Church, subscrib
ing $500 to the endowment of either of the Colleges
under the control of this Convention, shall be entitled
to an annual representation, in consideration of said
subscription, so soon as the bond for the same is execu-
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ted. And also that any individual, subscribing $000,
shall on the same terms be entitled to the privilege of
perpetual membership, provided he be a member in
good standing of a regular Baptist Church, at the time
of sitting.
NUMBER 2.

Report of Board of Trustees, Cherokee Baptist College.
At the instance of the last meeting of this Conven
tion, the Board have issued a statement of the expendi
tures, liabilities, and assets, which are known to them
from the commencement of the building of the Cherokee
Baptist College. By this statement it appears that the
College possesses a building, campus, and lots of wood
land and town lots, which cost, inclusive of losses by
fire, $20,239,74, upon which $12,690,45 have been paid,
leaving a balance due of $7,849,87 ; to meet which they
have in hand, notes, bonds, subscriptions, and building
lots, at first costol\$10,225,00, leaving a balance of as
sets, over liabilities of $1,613,54. A prompt payment
of the contributions already made, as they become due,
will therefore-entirely relieve th6 College from all em
barrassments upon its property.
For the furniture Of the College, there is a library,
apparatus and subscription on hand, worth $1,600.—
$2,000 more would suffice for the present necessities
of the classes ; and could be easily procured by dona
tions of volumes which are now useless in many house
holds, together with a small contribution of money*
Since the last meeting of the Convention, the Board
have felt it expedient to elect a President over the Col
lege. and have called to that oihee the Rev. Thomas
Rambaut, who, tor two years previous, had satisfac
torily filled the duties of Chairman of the Faculty.—
They have also procured the services Prof. J. D. Collins,
who, as soon as the advancement of the classes require
it, will retire from the duties of the chair of English Lit
erature, and attend altogether to those of the chair of
Natural Science, for which he is so admirably qualified.
Mr. AVilev M. Dyer, A. M., is the instructor, for the
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present, in Mathematics, and Mr. W. II. Sullivan fills,
with great ability, the chair of Ancient Languages and
Literature. The Academic Department is taught by
the Professor, in conjunction with Mr. W. A. Mercer, the
Principal. There have been G-f students in attendance
this session.
The present want of the College is an endowment.—
WITHOUT THIS, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BOARD TO CON
TINUE ITS EXERCISES FOR ANY GREAT LENGTH OF TIME. There

is no need to illustrate this, beyond the fact that there
is no permanent Institution of the kind that has not an
endowment. The Board therefore make it, at present,
their most prominent object to raise one. They seek
for $50,000, unincumbered by scholarships, and propose
to raise it by one hundred subscriptions, of$500 each, in
five annual installments. In consideration of this fund,
they will instruct ten poor boys, who shall be selected
by a committee, chosen from year to year, by the one
hundred contributors. It is intended, that in the course
of time, when the individual contributros shall have
passed away, the Baptist churcheado which they belong
shall take their place in the benefits accruing from this
fund. Thus, this fund will give a permanency and
efficiency to the College, provide for the perpetual in
structions of teu poor youths, under the directions of the
Baptist churches of this country. So noble and feasi
ble an enterprise, the Board think, will find its praises
in all the churches.
In the present state of the College classes, the Board,
being unable to procure a suitable agent, have found it
expedient to commission Pres. Rambaut to visit the
churches and friends of education throughout the coun
try, and seek to procure this endowment. Already
there are $12,000 subscribed on the above plan, togeth
er with several reliable promises of help. The board
desire much to complete this sum, $50,000, before the
close of the year. In that case, the sueeess of this noble
enterprise will'be hl> longer doubtful.
Respectfully Submitted,
,L II. RICE, A. W. BUFORD, W. A. MERCER, Com.
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Report of Committee on Deceased Ministers.
Your committee, after due inquiry, are pre
pared to report the death of but one minister belong
ing to your body. Brother W. Barry; so well and fa
vorably known to many of you, was called from his
field of labor and toil on earth in May last, to the rest of
Paradise—the reward of the righteous. We say to REST,
for our beloved brother was a FAITHFUL LABORER in the
vineyard of the Lord; and God's own mouth hath spo
ken it, such "shall rest from their labors"—shall "enter
the Kingdom prepared for them before the foundation
of the ,world." Ilence there is 110 room to doubt.
We feel called upon deeply to sympathize with the
bereaved family ; and also with the churches that have
been thus deprived of the service of their faithful pas
tor. But it is God who hath called him away, and who
are WE that we should rise up to complain. Bro. Barry
was a pious, laborious, and energetic minister of Jesus
Christ in life, and strong in the faith in death. He
has ceased from his labors. God lias taken him. Let
us be submissive. Let us imitate his example, and then,
when called to depart, we too may go in peace, and be
with Jesus.
We desire to thank God, that but one of our minis
ters has been called off, during the last twelve months.
0, brethren, let us pray that God would call and quali
fy some of our young men to rise up and fill our broken
ranks. Let us pray for the speedy coining of Christ,
who shall destroy the last enemy of the christian, and
establish his glorious Kingdom. Then there shall be
110 more deaths to thin the ranks of the Redeemer or
mar the comfort of his people. Then our brother shall
live again, to die 110 more! Then shall those, long se
parated meet, never to part again.
Brethren of the convention, let us take the admoni
tion whiclqthis bereavement suggests—"Be ye also rea
dy, for in such an hour as ye think not the son of man
cometh."
Respectfully Submitted,
S. M. PYLES, Chairman of Com.
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NUMBER i.

Report of the Committee on Education.
The Committee on education would submit the fol
lowing report :
One of the first objects, if not the very first, for which
the Cherokee Baptist Convention was organized, was
to provide among our people facilities for the education
of our sons and daughters. Accordingly, incipient steps
have already been taken to build up two institutions,
for this purpose. One at Cedar Town, for the educa
tion of young ladies, and one at Cassville, for the edu
cation of young men.
Your committee are not in possession of the requisite
information to report upon the present condition, and
future prospects of these institutions. Nor do they con
sider it important to do so, inasmuch as the reports of
their respective boards of trustees will doubtless be laid
before you, containing all needed information upon the
subject.
Your committee have, therefore, thought that it
might be more useful to suggest a few facts illustrating
the importance of carrying forward, to a successful issue,
those educational enterprises.
1. The Baptists of Cherokee Georgia NEED facilities
for the education of their children. The truth of this
statement is perfectly manifest to every one at all ac
quainted with our people.
2. We ought not to be dependent upon other commu
nities lor these facilities. The extent of our territory,
and the ability of our denomination forbid such depen
dence. As long as we are without the means of educa
tion among ourselves, a very small number of our chil
dren will be educated. Whatever may be the merit
of other institutions in our State, they are too remote
to be available for us. Experience shows that Chero
kee Georgia has derived but little benefit from them.—
It would probably astonish any one, who has not ex
amined the subject, to learn how few young men, from
this section of the State, west of the Chattahoochee riv
er, have graduated at Athens or Penfield. Your com-
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mittce clo not pretend to assign all the reasons for this;
but the conviction is inevitable, that the masses ot our
people will continue in intellectual darkness, unless
semineries of learning are planted and sustained with
in our own borders.
3. If we should succeed in building up, and in sus
taining suitable collegiate institutions, in addition to
the benefits conferred upon the youth, who may enjoy
their instructions, we may anticipate the following im
portant advantages.
1. They will furnish many teachers for our common
schools.
2. They will multiply the number of these schools.
3. They will elevate the standard of education.
4. They will elevate and purify the public taste for
learning.
..
.
5. They will improve the character, and increase the
influence, of the christian ministry.
G. They will act indirectly, but very favorably upon
the great enterprises of christian benevolence.
Each one of these points would furnish an interesting
topic for extended discussion. But your committee are
forbidden, by the limits of this report, to indulge in any
amplification. They can do no more than briefly sug
gest the advantages'which we may reasonably antici
pate. The history of Mercer University and Middle
Georgia will justify these expectations. Twenty years
ago, this very month, Mercer University was formally
organized under its charter. Men are now present in
your body, who were present at that organization. They
know the results. They know what changes for the
better have gradually spread themselves over the face
of our denomination throughout that highly favored
section of the State. They know, too, that many of
these changes are due to the direct and indirect influ
ence of their noble University.
Shall Cherokee Georgia, with its fertile valleys, its
golden harvests, and its teeming population, consent to
lie down in inglorious ease, content to dwell forever un
der the dark clouds of ignorance ? ^ou count your
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Churches by hundreds—you count your communicants
by thousands—and God has given to you the ability to
be liberal. The contemplated colleges, for the educa
tion of our sons and daughters, ought to be endowed.—An annual contribution, equal to our State tax,
would certainly insure their end women t, could our peo
ple be persuaded to assume this burden only for a few
years. A united effort, continued for about five years;
could do the work. Then these institutions could begin,
at once, to pour their benefits in copious showers upon
the waste places of our Zion.
These facts and suggestions are respectfully submit
ted. May God direct the convention to wise and effi
cient counsels upon this all important subject. ,
S. G. IIILLYER,
T. RAMBAUT,
C. H. STILLWELL.
NUMBBH. 3.
Report of the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee of this Convention, hav
ing heretofore disbursed the funds raised for Missiona
ry and educational purposes, report no funds 011 hand
for disbursement at the present session :
Your committee respectfully suggest the passage of
the following resolution.
Resolved, That the Associations and churches with
in our bounds be requested to send up their funds for
educational and benevolent purposes, that they may
be disbursed through this convention.
C. W. SPARKS, Chairman.
ISNIMBBII O.
Report of Committee on Missions.
Your committee deem the subject of missions of great
importance; and believing that, without overstepping
at all the bounds of propriety, 01* causing our Colleges,
or any other benevolent object, to lose anything by way
of support, they may itrge Missions generally upon the
constituents of this convention.
The church is emphatically a witnessing body, and
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it was so taught by the Savior himself in the expres
sions—"Ye are the salt of the earth-—ye are the
light
of the world." As the repository of the truth, we are
to preach "repentance and remission of sins in his
name, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem;
Here we have missionary work at home and abroad,
here work among all nations. True, we cannot our
selves evangelize the whole earth, but we can do what
we can towards this great work. Let us remember
that, as drops of water fill the mighty ocean, and grains
of sand form the massive earth, so individual exertions
of christians make up the religious influence of the
world; and though these influences may be small in
themselves, and comparatively of little moment, yet, in
the aggregate, they will accomplish great good, and se
cure unspeakable blessings.
If by adopting the scriptural rule for systematic be
nevolence contained in 1 Cor. xvi., 2v. Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store
as God has prospered him."—we could secure annual
ly but one dime from each member for any particular
mission, that amount, small as it really is, -would sup
port a missionary in any part of the earth; while all
could give the dime ANNUALLY, many could give it
MONTHLY, and even much more; and so our missionary
treasury would be abundantly supplied, and the glory
of the Lord revealed in the earth.
Brethren in the ministry, are you not often much to
blame here ? Afraid to urge the subject of missions,
because there is necessaril}' with it the call for money.
Afraid that it will create offence ; that it will thin the
congregation ; th at it will destroy the revival feeling,
bringing death into the soul, and coldness into the
heart. Afraid that it may even diminish the pastoral
support. We insist upon it that that is a mistake, and
• the experience of the past century abundantly bears us
out in the assertion. Never, while man has a heart
that will sympathize with the woe and wants of others,
—never, while the cords of our nature are so easily put
in motion, will that Pastor or Church sutler, where this

BAPTIST CONVENTION.

19

subject is presented judiciously and in the love of the
gospel of Christ. Piety is^encouraged, every good cause
is promoted, and the progress is onward.
Brethren, beloved of the Lord, we beseech you try,
overlook not that text, neglect not this ^subject. Sys
tematize your plans for doing good in this cause ; at
tempt great things, achieve great things. And God will
be glorified, and sinners saved through your instrumen
tality.
We would recommend for your adoption the follow
ing resolution :
Resolved, That we recommend to the bodies com
prizing this Convention, to direct their efforts towards
the raising of Missionary funds, especially for the fol
lowing objects:
1. The support of a missionary within the limits of
Cherokee Georgia.
2. The support of a missionary among the Indians,
whose FOREFATHERS once owned the land we now occupy.
3. The support of one missionary in Central Africa,
and
4. The support of one man who will labor as a mis
sionary in China.
NUMBER 7.

Report on Sabbath Schools.
That it is our duty as parents to give our children a
literary education, every good citizen will admit. The
duty we owe to our country requires this at our hands.
That it is equally our duty to give our children a thor
ough knowledge of the sacred Scriptures, no christian
certainly will deny. The only question with us must
be how can this be done to the best advantage? We
think the question is of easy solution. Parents have not
the time, if the qualifications, to carry their children,
one by one, through the branches of a common educa
tion at home; but they unite with each other in sus
taining schools and teachers. The children gathered in
these schools, are there classed, and, by the assistance of
the proper texts, are thoroughly instructed. Why
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should we not adopt this very course in giving to our
children a thorough knowledge of the Bible V God hath
claimed at our hands one day in seven, lor his worship
and the study of his word; and how can we better spend
a portion of it than in giving our children Bible instruct
tion ? We can assemble them at our place ol worship,
and by properly classifying them, unite together in im
parting the instruction suited to their age and capacity.
That this is the best plan, we see no reason to doubt,
since it provides the means of giving religious institu
tions, not only to our own children, but to scores and
hundreds of the children of irreligious parents, The
Sabbath School is not an experiment, but has ever prov
ed, when properly conducted, a positive blessing to our
churches. Children that have enjoyed the advantages
of the Sabbath School, are usually converted at an ear
lier age than others, and when converted, often make
the most efficient members. The little interest that
we, as a denomination, have taken in the Sabbath
School institution, is doubtless owing to the fact, that
hitherto we have not been able to obtain Sabbath School
books which we fully approve, As Baptists, we should
utterly repudiate the books in common use, since they
are prepared upon the principle of omitting all those
scriptures that teach either doctrines or external duties,
concerning which Baptists and Protestants differ, and
upon which even Protestants disagree among themselves.
Many portions of the New Testament are, by this prin
ciple* wholly ignored in these books ; and by their use
our children are taught to regard them as nonessential.
Thousands of Baptists would prefer that their chil
dren should grow up without Sabbath School instruc
tion, rather than be educated under the influence of
these books. • The Bible only, and the whole Bible,
contains the religion of Baptists, and therefore we can
not be true to our principle, or our God, without teach
ing our children all the Scriptures, and especially all
that Christ and his Apostles taught. It is with pleas
ure that we recommend to your serious consideration,
the first volume of a series of Sunday School question;

n
books, lately prepared, by Elder A. C. Dayton, for Bap*
tist families and Sabbath schools. We say families, lop
where it is not possible to sustain a Sabbath School at
the Church, we should form one in our families.
This series is prepared upon the proper principle,
and we are satisfied it will meet the desire of every
true Baptist in the whole land. To bring this subject
directly before your minds, we submit the following re
solutions :
1. Resolved, That we recommend the Churches in
Cherokee Georgia to organize, at the earliest day possi,
ble, a Sabbath School at each of their places of worship,
and that our brethren meet with their children, and the
neighborhood, and devote a portion of each Sabbath, at
least during the open season of the year, in diligently
instructing them in the word of God.
2 . Resolved, That we do most cordially recommend
to all our churches, the new Question Book, prepared
by Elder A. C: Dayton, and which is to be followed by
a full series ; and also the Sabbath School Songster, by
A. L, Fish, as books worthy of their patronage,
AW of which is respectfully submitted.
E. DYER, Chair'n of Com.
NUMBER. Q-

Report of C. B. C, Com. on Repqrt of Bqard of Trustees,
The Committee to whom was referred the Report of
the Board of Trustees respectfully submit the following:
They have.examined the statement, submitted to them
with care, and iind them correct. The Committee cor-,
dially approve the suggestions of the Board, and would
recommend them to prosecute, with energy, their plans
for completing the endowment of the College.
S. G. HfELYER, Chairman.
The following resolutions were added to the Report,
before its adoption; and the whole passed by the Con
vention :
Rssolved, That each minister, who now holds a seat
in this body, as a regular delegate, or by invitation, and
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who lias charge of a church or churches in our bounds,
is hereby earnestly requested to preach a sermon to his
church or churches, between this time and the last Sab
bath in August next, upon the subject of Education,
and especially to lay before them, the ABSOLUTE necessi
ty and importance to our denomination in the Cherokee
country, of at onee endowing the Cherokee Baptist Col
lege upon the plan now being prosecuted by Rev. Thos.
Rambaut, the President of the same.
Resolved further, That each minister in attendance
upon this Convention, from within our bounds, be re
quested to procure a donation of at least $10 from each
church, to be forwarded to President Rambaut, at the
Commencement in July next, to meet the present wants
of the Institution while the endowment is being raised.
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